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DISCOURSE. 
c 


TRUTH & REASONABLEN ESS 
Of the 


RELIGION 


Delivered by 


JESUSCHRIST. 


Wherein the ſeveral Arguments for Chri- 


Rianity are briefly handled ; the Miracles done by our 
Saviour, Apoſtles and Chriſtians, in confirmation of 
.- this Dodtrine, are proved from the Confeſſions of the 
* Enemicsof our Religion, Jews and Heathens, and from 
the unqueſtioned Authorities of the moſt Eminent Fa- 
thers 0 the Primitive Church. 22.2 A, fonts 
Unto which'is added | 
- A Difquiſition touching the Sibylls and the Si- 
 bHylline Writings, Wherein the Objeftions made by ' 
1 Opſofems, Iſaac Ciſaitbon, David Blondel, and others, are "7% 
o! examined , and the Authority of thoſe Writings Aﬀert= 
ed; which may ſerve as an AA to the foregoing. '” 
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Þy another hand. /T hae 2 /JolCie.: .% > 


Joh. I. 5: We Eave feunt him of u when Moſes i in the Law and the ———A 
ite, . Jeſus of Nazareth the fon of Joſephs 
; Jok, 15.24. If I bad not done anong them the works which none other man did; 
bad not bad ſins | 
Poſſum quidem dicere neceſſaria fu iſſe(Prodigia) priaſquam crederet mundus. 
Quiſquis adhuc Prodigia, utcredat, Inquirit, maguum eſt ipſe -Prodigium, 
qui credente mundo non credit, $ «Aug. de Civitate Dei, lib.22.cap.8, 
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SET 7-0. 
READER: 
F. Was once reſolved to have 
- ſaid nothing before this 
Diſcourſe, becauſe I look 
 on\, Prefaces generally as 
more faſbronable then neceſſary, 
and more fit to uſber in ſomething . 
that Ws pleaſ, ant, then any thing 
that is ſerious : But conſidering - 
with my. ſelf both the Time and 
Occafron of my Writing, and find- 
ing Jometbing to have fallen from 
my Pen ſuitable to. both, I then 
ſaw Imas obliged for thy ſake to 
do that which I hoped I happily 
might have awarded. 
The ' Occaſion that put me on 
Writing was a defire to. ſatisfie my 


ſelf concerning the. truth of ths 
y A 72- Miracles 


g*\. 


ne 


To the Reader. . 
Miracles done . by our Saviour: * 
Not that T had in the leaſt any dif- | 
fidence- of them , but - Hacnf I 
found Artheiſ m, through the ini- 
quity of our Times, was crown fo 
impudent ', "that in mo Places 
where I came the only Wit was to 


queſtion Principles , and no man 


was Ingenions but he that talked 
1108} confidently againſt the Foun- 
datzons of our Faith.” T was 
amazed when 'once I heard the 
Miracles done by « our $tViour que- 
ſtioned, -and that not only" for Ar- 
gument ſake, but with much weal 


and earne$Fineſs ; ber = 
Evangeliſts who relate them 


. Parties, and therefore db > 0 


Reaſon onght to be admitted as 
Witneſſes. This Argument ſeem- 
ed to carry itt it great 'plauſubili- 
ty ; and I perceived ſeveral, who 


wanted not Abilities, very- much 


7. tir taken | 


the 


Tothe Reader. * 
taken with3t; 'as if -all our © Faith 
pas to. fall-before zt:, '-when this 
proceeded meerly from want of 
ſearching to:the'bottam 5. for I can 
believe.no'\tuan that. 3s Rational, 


but umſt-ih this particular receive - - 


ufficient ſatisfa&tion; 1f be will 
but take half that pains to con+ 
firme himſelf” in the Truth; which 


divers amongs$t #5 'hawe done to 


ſhake tt. | 


This was the principal ci of 


j- this Diſcourſe; and I hope I have 


in this Particular produced the 
C * any of Jews and Heas» 

, the open Enemies of our 
Faith , which may perſwade any 
perſon,fence they were' nat. Parties, 
(their own Argument) to believe 


"the truth of them. 1 canfeſs, we 
.do in this: Ape want many Records 
the Primitize\Chriftians Mppealed 
to forthe Truth of what they ſaid. 


A 3 As 


4%. aa © 


——_ ,.* TotheReader. 
_ As the Axchives at Rome; which | 
Apol.caþ.21. Tertullian produceth ta' the Ro- | 
man Sexate,. as a witneſs of the | 
miraculous Eclipſe at our Savi- 
ours Crucifsxion ; The: Afts of 
Apol.2.9.66. Pilate, which Juſtin Martyr de- 
fires the Emperor. Antoninus to | 
ſearch, concerning the Miracles 
done by onr Saviour, 8&c. Bit, | 
thanks be to God, we are not yet 
deſtitute, but we have ſome Autho- 
rittes remainzng , not to be contra- 
difted. And for my part,l cannot 
but judg that ſufficient, had we no 
more, The firange Conqueſt of the 
World to the Croſs of Chriſt , ef- 
fetled by ſuch weak and ignoram 
perſon's as the Apoſtles were; when 
the DoEtrine they taught did not 
only teprivetheembracers of it,of 
all the” Pomp, and Pleaſure, and 
Glory pf: this world, but. ſubjected 
there 18 alk the miſeries-antl tor- 
| A 39, Wents 


/ F their Apologies to the 


To | \Ccaat ; * | 


| ments the cruelly of the Dewil or 


 mancould invent. 


To theſe I have added the Ay. 


thorities 'of the moſt Eminent F a- 


thers' of the Primitive C burch,for 


the moſt pert taken 0ut of either 
Ours 


and Senate, for . their Faith , or 
their Anſwers to the Diſconrſes of 


| the Heathen Philoſophers againſt 


it. And for my part I, cannot 
but perſwade my ſelf, that no ra- 


tional man but will believe, . that 


ſuch Learned men as they: were 


( for I ſpeak not now of them un- 
der any other Notion.) durſt plead 
to the Senate and Emperonrs , . as 
Arguments to take off their Perſe- 
cutiens, 'the Miracles they then 
did, unleſs. the . matter of Fad 
they urged had been true and not 


flkitions; For. certainly,. þad.it 


been otherwiſe , inſtead of mitti- 
A 4 gating, 


 TotheReat fer, 


ws they hal but enrages froer 


Enemigs; 5 inflead of leſf eniho t] their 
puniſhments : Hey? had encreaſ, ed 
them. © | | 
Againſt t this of Mirae; T meet 
ook with One, Argnment our Athe- 
120e invented, (which 'they 
7g kh the'C bajck of Rome 


who by their fooliſh Legends, 
an Mook fb doteries have begual- 
ed very many 'into the belief of 
their” apparent eroitrs.) and that 1s, 
That they believe the'Real Mira- 
cles done by Chriſt; ard Chriſtians 
| for 'fo ne Ages after our Saviours 
Paſon, were Deceits and I 
ſtares." "And thongh this be very 
preſuntpmons, to ſuppoſe all the 
world” corfld be cheated f6- much, 
contrary to their Tmtereſt; *becau ſe 
*they' Yee" 'fome now beouiled and 
abuſed by thoſe whoſe Imereſt* 'tis 
to.do I” "Yet T —_ this there 
FA 


TotheReader7 
mn uan:Anſaver beyond d Reply; for, 
though ibe.wery eafie'for meg to. 
feigni Minacles, inbenithe Patient. 
'. conſþ3res'# #n\the "eceft, \4s- well as 
ret | the. Agent 3\-yet- it i6,mpoſſible to, 
e- | deceive, 'when be that is, miracu-. 
ey | louſy recovered; doth oppoſe both 
1e the DoGrins and Perſorts of t them 
s, that do it. -- Here now we. . produce 
l- | you Miracles. done upon Heathens 
pf themſelves whg were fo. 0 far from 
6, conſpiring\to deceive the world into 
= the Chriſtian Faith, that they made 
if | . it their buſineſs to deftroy the Pro- 
's |  feſſors of it. | Here we produce 
J= the war they worſhipped, confeſ- 
y ſing themſelves Dewils, trembling 
c at the Name of Jeſus, aud not da- 


ring tolye.to the meaneſt Chriſtian. 
Neither 3s it at all '*material to 


ſay, 'as. I-have. beard ſome do, 
: the Devils might confeſs, t 
we the world" after anther 


6 n bos , £ manner. 


-_ 


Adv.Genl, 


Totne Reader; | 
manner. "Tis poſſible they might 
do fo, ( that being their proper 
work ) but here this diceit is to de- | 
ftroy bimſelf , bis Kingdom, the | 
Dominion” he gained over the 
whole world, to fix into the bearts 
of people Principles againft bim- 
ſelf, and to uphold a generation 

men that refit bim, renounce 

him, ' and fight againſt him. 
' To this let me add, That theſe 
| Miracles were done without any 
outward Applications., , without 
any Spells or Charms, without 
_ the leaſt matter to work, on, but 
only by the Name of Feſus Chriſt, 
and that not by fome Eminent 
' Chriftians, butby any ChriStian, 

Apol. ca,21. a5 Tertullian and Arnobius ſuf- 

"fecrently aſſures me. 

' If it be acked me now, Whether 
the Power of Miracles ftll' conti- 
ues ih the Church ? 'I muſt An- 
SIN ſwer + 


Tothe Reader. 
ſwer with $* Auſtin, That be that 
wants a Miracle to believe, is now 
a Prodigie himſelf, that doth wot 
believe when the world believeth : 


But yet this © find, S* Panl'was py, 


very much grieved at E 
ditus bis ficknefs, and did notre- 
cover bim , when be did daily 
others, and I ſuppoſe upon this 
ground, becauſe God beſtowed this 
"miraculous power to conwert: to 
Chriſtianity , which was not ne- 
ceſſary to Epaphroditus, alreadly'a 
Chriſtian, and tis not inmproba- 
ble but God might Fill bleſs his 
Church with' thoſe -2xtraordimary 
oifts for the converſion of Infi- 
dels, which are not to be expe6ed 
of 15, who are Chriſtians elready. 
If now this. be true, which cer- 
tainly no man earn queſtion, who 
will believe. any thing he hath not 
ſeen ? If our Saviours Mſſon 


"aff - and 


- 


T6 the'Reader. 
aud Dofrane, (if the Chriftiauity 
tbeApoſiles received from hine;and . 
the Univerſal Church from them, 
be confirmed by Miracles, 'tis wot © 
.. only arrational, . but perfeS folly, 

| 40, queſtion any truth our Bleſſed 
Sawiour bath delivered, be it ne- 
ver. ſo much above the reach 'of 
our frail Onderſtandings, and im- 
perfe&} Reaſonings, fince God 
for the truth of it bath annexed 
bis Seal to it : For be that ſhall 
doe ſo , muſt either believe 
there is no God, which 15 contra- 

. difory to the very aature of 4 
Miracle, or which is worſe, that 
God confirms that which 3s. not 
irue. | 

{ have anthine. Gaither to in- 
Form thee of, but the time of. my 
writing, which thou mai$t eaſily 
perceive, in reading ; without my 
zelling it. Twas ſome years-ago, 


it 


/ 


To the Reader. 
inthe midft of thoſe miſeries we 
groaned under ; and. then-it was 


no wonder Atheiſm took, ſo deep 


* root amongst us, when. an outward 
form of Godlineſs was made.'g 


Cloak. for all manner of __ 
and villanies. | 

I was much to be ho ped, f "_ 
God hath worked.a W Wonderful 
thing, if not a Miracle, among$t 
us » ſince God hath reftored our 
King and Church, beyond all ex- 
peFation, without the lea$t drop of 
blood,that this it ſelf ſhould have 
routed out thoſe Poſitions which 
our late wicked Times had bred 
among$t 1s 1, but ſince *tis other- 


wiſe, I hope I may be pardoned 


for giving the World this trouble. 


I am too ſenſible of mine own im- 


F perfeClions to expe much from ſo 
ſleight a Piece ; but having had the 


happineſs w it to ſatisfie Tome 
: whilſt 


"To the Reader. 
whilft it was i# MSS, I hope it. 
may more now it 15 publiſhed; and 
rf it doth but engage ſome Learned 
| n to. write: in our Engliſh * 
Lingu arnguage of this Subjet, 1 ſhall | 
utlo my pains .well ſpent, bicanfe 
I am confident nothing. ill con- 
ince more to the Glory of; bod, 
and good of hzs Church, which " 
aſſure thee was, and ever ſball be 
the zim of the Author. 
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Comurteou Reader , : | 
He Printer doch defire thee, that before thou readeft 
over this lirtle Diſcourſe, thou wouldſt mend 
thele faults, and pardon him for giving thee this crouble,” 


5. line 25. read was. p.13.1.18.r. to Conſtantine, p. 
14.|.2.r. Antonin. ibid.l. 1 5.c. Vopiſcwe.p. 16.1.6.r $heirs. 
p.191.18.r. deftrufion. p.a0.l.2.r. inults. p.22.1.17. dele 
think. p.25.1.9.r. Pellems. p.25 1.10.r.appeared. p.z 5.1.18. 
r. Abranavek.. p.40.1.26.r.oppoſe. ibid.l. 28. in margine,r. 
are. p.43.1.18.in margine,r,virtutum. p.62.{.2.r.0mni- 
porents. p.76.|.nlt. in margine,r, dennntzanth, p.84.1.16. 
In margine, r- Homilia ſecunds. p.$5.l.ulc.r likely, ibid: 
20.in margine, r: dC yvouyey. ibid;). . in margine, r.pa- 
yivla p.88.1.4.r.Cyrill. p g1.l.24.in margine, r.Conti- 
gere. p.111.1.14. in mazgiae, dele quolibet. p.1232.1.30.r. 


| other.p.123.| 10.c.of the Martyr. p.137.1.26.in margine, 


r.T&vor/45voy. P-l43. |.11.r, pubarentur, pigs. l.12t 
Fram. p.160.1.29.r Cn Radon tee Pircon. 
.174 l.r3.burnt r.reviewed, ibid.124.r.about 70. p.1834. 
10.in margine, r.rore@Wy. ptg6 7.1. firſt. ibid. ſhall 
r.b&ve, P-1 96.1.8.r ſhewed, 
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The Truth and Reaſonableneſs of 
the Religion delivered by Fe- 


ſus Chriſt. 


Hope no man will judge an Apology 
for Chriſtianity either impertinenc 
or unſcaſonable in this Age, when a- 
moneſt the greater ſort of men the 
Name only remains, and the Praftice 
is vaniſhed. Theſe Apoſtatizing times 
have bereft us of many great advantages the . 


Primitive Chriftians had for the in 


creafing of. | 


their Belief, And *tis fad to confider,that the 
Foundations of our Faith have been fo totter- 
ed and ſhaken, by the moſt horrid ations of 
pretended Chriſtians,that too too many have 
apt to believe Religion to be nothing 
Elſe but Policy, and a crafty Art to perſwade 
mens Conſciences to a that for God, which 
otherways:their very reaſon would inform 
them to be moft horrid. Chriſtianity is not 
.to be blamed upon this account, whoſe Prin= 
- ciples are not only pure, bur/ peaceable. . A_. 
Religion never propagated but by ſufferings;” 


been 


the Martyrs flames enlightned the world into; - ; : 


a belief of Chriſt, not their hands, Our Sa- 


viour did not only bring peace 
B 


into the 


world 


(2) 


world at his birth , but left it as the beſt Le. © 


gacy he conld give his Diſciples, when he 
went to his Father. The Primitive Fathers 
through all their Perſecutions counted Pray- 
ers and Tears the only Arms lawful for Chri.- 
ſtians. Tert/lian in his moſt excellent Apo- 
logy tells the Romanes how deſolate their 

. Countrey would be, if the Chriſtians would 
but forſake them , that they would preſently 
be a prey to their Enemiee. 


' Wit . 
Precal inbio npaviiſios af ithoue doubt ( faichhe ) 


ſolitudinem veftyam. ad filen- 
8$ium rerum, uen- 


dam quaſs mnortut Orbis : © wa- 


a quibzs imperareth plu- 
ens quam Czyes vobis re- 


you would be amazed at your 
ſolitarineſs, at the filende of 
things, at ſuch a ſkupor as if the 


World was dead : : You would 


ſeek who to command ; more 


manſſeſſens , nunc cum paucio- 
res boſtes babeths pre multitu- 
dine Ghriſtianorum. Ap.ca 37, 


as firing their Enemi 
any revenge when the greateſt lay in their 


.power. Nay he concludes this with an Abi. 
Sed abjt 448 181i humeno vj 
oth gant 
at pari in quo 


probatur. fire » Or ſhould grieve to ſaffer 
: n what it is tryed, 

ThisIhave begun with as a Preface to my 

| Diſcourſe, 


_—_—_ 


(3) | 
Diſcourſe, that the Warld might ſee *tis nor 
Chriſtianity, *cis nct Religion doth counte- 
nance\uch aRions ; but that the Devil (who 
when he pleaſeth can transform himſelf intq 
an'Angel of light) doth endeavour to intro.. 
duce Atheiſme , by infatuating his Vaſſals to 
abuſe Religion, to uſe that as a Cloak; and 
ſo he hopes when the vizard is off, and theſe 
Hypocrites appear in their colours, the Reli- 
gion they profeſs will vaniſh with the Pro- 
_ being premiſed, I hope I need 

is being ed, pe I not 
Juſtifie my elf in endeavouring to maintain 
fogreata Truth, which I think in no time 
needs more to be ſtudied then new, when 
the open Adverſaries of Chriſtianity do nat 
only encreaſe in their number, but in their 
confidence ; and the iniquity of our times 
permits men not only to maintain in Dif- 
courſe,what formerly they durlt ſcarce think, 
but alſo publickly to vent Atheiſtical Princi» 
ples in Print, as no Chriſtian car can ſuffer. 
Chriſtianity is a Doftrine will no way 
plea& our Atheiſts, whoare (© far from de- 
nying themſelves, that they only agunt them 
wiſe men, whoſe buſineſs is to pleaſe, and 
enjoy themſelves. *Tis no wonder” theſe 
men are loth to believe a God, when they 
wiſh there were none, * 1 18an excellent ſay-= 


+ ing of Minatius Felix, which I have often 


thought on, 


B 3 | Iam 


Nec ignoro | any ex C0N- 
ſcientia meritorum ſe poſt mor- 
tem nibil eſſe mags optare 
quam credere; Mallent enim pe- 
units extingui quam ad Fult- 
cla reparari. | 


(4) 


Lam not ignorant (faith he 

that there are many who out of 
the conſcientiouſneſs of their 
deſerts, do rather wiſh then 
believe they ſhall be nothing 
after their death ; for they had 
rather be extinguiſhed then be 


repaired to Judgment. 
 Totheſe men I ſhall only ſay what Arnobi- 
w hath put in my mouth almoſt upon the like 


Sed & ipſe que pollicetur non 
probas. Ita eft :- Nulls eaim, 
ut dixi, futurorum- poteſt eſſe 
comprobatio, Gum ergo hec ſit 
conditio futurorum, ut teneri 
& comprebendi nullius poſſunt 
Anticipationis attaftu; Nonne 
purior ratio eft ex duobua in- 
certis, & in ambigua expef4- 
tione pendentibus, .id potius 
credere quod aliquas ſpes ferat 
quam omnino quod nullas : In 
illo enim periculi nihil eſt fo 
quod dicituar imminere caſſum 
fat & vacuum, in hoc dam- 
nun eft maximum, id eff ſalu- 
t% amiſſio, fs cum tempas a1- 
wveneris apperiatur non fuiſſe 
mcndgium. Arnob.lib.2.p.44- 


occaſion, But Chriſt (fay the 
Heathens) doth not prove there 
ſhall be that future 'exiftence 
which he promiſeth. Be it ſo: 
For (as I have faid) there can 
be no proof of future things. 
When therefore this is the con- 
dition of all future things that 
they cannot be reached or com- 
prehended with any reach of 
Anticipation ; Is not tbat rea- 
= _ of two a 

t depend upon ambiguous 
expeRation, to believe that ra- 
ther which carries ſome hope 
in it, then that at all which 
carries none. © For inthis there 


is no danger, if that which is faid to hang 
over us be empry and vain, but in that there 
is the greateſt damage , that is the loſs of 
Salvation, if when the time comes-that be 


found no lye. 


I ſhall principally dice& my Diſcourſe a- 


gain(t 


them could not-but acknowledge to be dane 


(5) 
gainſt this ſort. of men, who I cannot pro. 
perly call Atheiſts, becauſe they acknowledge 
a God, . but yet:tell us he regards not theſe 
petty inconfiderable ations of men ;' as the 
Poet ſpeaks of Jupiter; That 
he is not at leiſure 'to 'be pre- Foui. Ovid. 
ſent at theſe trifling affairs. "—_ 
And truly it would be well for men of theſe 
Principles, that their poſition was true , for 
then hey might hope that God in another 
world would not take account of thoſe a&i- 
ons which he confiders not here, - Againſt 
theſe men I ay I will dire&t my: Diſcourſe , 
and the beſt way (in mine opinion) to-con- 
vince them of the truth of Chriſtian Religi- 
on, is to preſs thoſe Arguments againſt them 
which were the firſt Motives to-move the Ro- 
man world to believe a Crucified Saviour, 
For if the Romanes were rational], wiſe, and 
underſtanding men, and neither in parts nor 
underſtanding at all inferiour to the moſt in- 
telligent amongſt us, the ſame reaſons that 
had ſtrength enough in them to convince 
them, muſt have ſtrength enough in them to 
convince us, Now'the firſt Motive that mo. 
ved them to confider the Dottrine of. Chri. 
ſtianity, were thoſe extraordinary Miracles 
that Chriſt, the Apoſtles, and Chriſtians did 
for a very long time amongſt them , which 
being obvious to ſenſe, the moſt obſtinate 
Heathen could not deny; 'and being| above 
the, power of man, [the:moſt willfal amongſt 
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the finger of God. This of Miracles is . 
tiſh wraps my nx infiſt upon ; bur 

my intentions are, before I come to. prove 
theſe Miracles, to treat of thoſe ſeveral other 

Arguments which are uſed by Chriſtians to 

confirm their Faith : And though to 'a' con- 
fiderare perſon there is none of them but 
carfies weight enough in them to aſſure him 
both-of the truth and excellency of Chriſti- 
aniry : Yet to the moſt obſtinate Raticna- 

Ht (if 1 may fo call him) that Argument 

which carries along with it Omnipotency, 

that never goes withoat Gods Seal arteſting 
it, {maſt force him to believe , what perhaps 
he is moſt loth to do. | 

The Method T ſhall follow is this, - 

- Firſt; Iſhallſhew you, 'that both the Jews 

and Gentiles expe&ed ſuch a Prince +0 ariſe 

out of Fades; and the Jews generally a- 

boat Chrifts coming. " | 

- Secondly, That the Jews that now expe& 

him, the time they expefted him wo 

be paſt,” | bh ! 
Thirdly, That there was one Feſis that 
didicome, whom both he and we fay was 
that Prince. ; 2017 1s | | 

_- Fourthly:, That this Feſus that did come, 

aid come abone the titne' the Jews &5 

Hidrn ;/ _ anſwer all the Propheſies con- 

veveriig EMANm: . - 


- Fikhly,-1 thatl prove tar che Relizgon 
Avenel vhs Fw, 35, Where it'® note 
bove reaſori, moſt reaſonable , and'uporithe 


principles 
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Principles of Reaſon ought to'be admitted , 
Where it is above the reach of Reaſon, and 

spends upon the Authority of the Lawgiver, 
is confirmed: by Miracles , which carrying 
Omniporency , and Gods Seal perpetnally 
annexed unto then, need not defire but com- 


' rand admitrance. 


I ſhall begin with the firſt, to ſhew that | 
about that ns of our bleſſed Saviours In- Touſe 5+ 
carnation , not only the Jews did 
their Meſ74s , but the Heathens did dread 
ſome King to be born in F#442, whoſhould 
ruk the World : '/And though perhaps both 
of them looked for a Temporal Prince , yer 
*ris confiderable, that though they were mi- 
ſtaken in the manner how, yet they were 
not in the thing, that ſuch a Prince ſhould 
ariſe in Fudes. 

For the Jews firft. 

Had we no other Teſtimonies then that 

S. Jobn gu us of the woman of Samaris, woby 4. 25; 

I know that when the Meſſias cometh ; we might 

ealily ſappoſe *ewas athing univerſally belie= 

ved known,or elſe it woald not by fuch 

a perfon have been ſo confidently afferted. 

But in'Fohn 3. we may find all men mufing 9obs 3. rs, 
whether Fob» Baptift was not the Chrift, In 

Fobn 7. We find it taken for granted, that he Fobn 7. 27« 
was to come, - becauſe the Jews tell us, that 

when he cometh, no man knoweth whence be it ; 

and more particularly by the Quzre follow- 


fg; When Chrift cometh can be do more Mi- A 
= Bit 'What need I ay more of in 
Joe B 4 when 
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when it was not only the expefation of the 
Ancient Jews, but is {tf of the Modern, who 


The fews in their Li 
ſing at this day this ſad verſe. 
Veniat Elias Prophera, Elias 
Prophets, Elias Propheta, re- 
te ad nos yeniat cum Meſſi- 
ah filio Davidis. As Hoorn- 
beck reacherb m in bis 2. lib. 
cap.1. pag-193. De converten- 
dis Rigg 4 rn Judzis. 
In the night of the Feaft of 
the Propitiation they pray. Re- 
memoretur coram te memoria 
Meſſiz f1.ii Davidis feryi tui, 
& memoria populi tui. 1bid. 


(as credible Authors affure us) 
do at this day upon any tempe- 
ſtuous weather open their win- 


dows in expeRtation of him. I 
know ſome of them beginnow 


to beſohardned, and areſo ti- 
red in their expeRation, that 
as they excuſe his not coming 
at the time we ſay he ſhould, 
becauſe of the fins of the peo- 
ple ; ſo are apt to believe he 
ny will come for that rea» 
on 


"Tis an anſwer they have invented, in my 
opinion, very fatal to themſelves , and to 
their converfion very prejudicial : For as 
they have no ground to ſay, that God who 
promiſed the Meſſias of his free goodneſs, 
. ,and without Condition ; ſhould not ſend 
. "him in the. fulneſs of time according to his 
promiſe, be the fins of the people never fo 
great; ſoit is in its own nature impoſlible to 
overthrow ſuch an anſwer when the matter 
of the anſwer is true, but the reaſon falſe. 


* ** Tis as impoſſible for us, I ſay, to prove, that. 


.. can be no reaſon, as it is for them to prove 
it ia reaſon; and ſo when the Jews give us 
that reaſon, and only inſtance in ſome ex- 
cauſe of the fins of the people, they only 
prove, that had not Chriſt come, that- might 
; ve 
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have been a reaſon, which at moſt amounts - 


but to a probability ; So when we reply to 
them, we cannot PA that can be no reaſon 


Chriſt had not come, becauſe what. may be 


| po cannot be faid to be impoſlible ; 


this we ſay, *tisno reaſon becauſe Chriſt 
is come. And ſo you may ſee this willful 
Nation are eome to this paſs, that reſolving 
not to believe Chriſt come, they will anſwer 
Gods promiſes, which are as well certain for 
the time as the thing, with an anſwer which 
is at moſt but probable; and this probabilit 
concurring with their wills ſways more wit 
them then the greateſt certainty. I ſhall ſay 
no more of this here, becauſe waen I come 
to my ſecond Propoſition I ſhall have a fitter 

cation to handle it. ; 

I ſhall proceed to ſhew you the ſecond part 
of this Propoſition, viz. That the Gentiles 
had ſome expeQation of ſuch a Prince to a 
riſe, And this will appear, 

1, From the authority of the Sybils, who 
evidently foretold him in all the Qualifica- 
tions he came; which if they did, we have 
ſufficient reaſon to. believe the Gentiles ex- 
peſted him, becauſe 'tis evident they eſteem- 
ed them true Propheteſſes. That they be- 
lieved their authority we need no other to 
afſure us but the Poet, who commands as 
great a credit to his words, as 


if he had been repeating a leaf Crofiv me wore Jotium rec 


out of: the Sybils, That they 
were-long before -Chriſts time the ſeveral Au- 


thors 


hen #5 


| - MnS Rom. thors that name ther, * Diodorus Siculus, 
id.I. P-39. Þ» Dionyſus Halycarnaſſexs, © Pliny, * Solinus, 

b Edis. Weebt- 1d © Virgil will affure us: Eſpecially if we 
x586. adde to this, that thoſt that mention the Sj 
 c Lib.7.cap.33. billa' Erithres , the moſt famous of them, 
Divinitss fuit rakes her elder then Troy, as * Dionyſins Ha 
In Sjbills. 1;carnafſew, Apollodorw, and others do; 
> va thoſe that mention Cxmanz, makes her as 
f Lib.1. p4. 44- old as Tarquimius Superbas , or at the leaft 
g Lib.4.p. 259. Tarquinizs Priſcus ;, as 5 Dionyſins Halicarnaſ. 
lin.21, ſaw, * Plinits, ' Solings, and * Agellins doth, 
b 1i613-4613- and moſt remarkably Virgil, who lived in - 
I Cap.8:9.24. Angnſizs time, and expreſly tells us, That 
k #ltims Cu- the laſt Ape of'the Cumzan Verſe is now 
met venis jem:come. I might cite more Authors to this pur- 
cerminis &4. poſe, but I need not; there remains but one 
Eclog.4 thing to ſtrengthen this Argument , which 
till of late I think for this laſt 1000. years 
was never queſtioned by Chriſtians, and not 
now by any but thoſe: that cither deny- or 
queſtion all Antiquity ;z and that is, that thoſe 
Verſes wherein our Saviour is fo clearly pro- 
phefied was theirs, and not foiſted under 
their names by ſome Chriſtian in the firſt 
times of Chriſtianity, This I ſhall prove 

unto you with as much brevity as I can. 

But before I come to it, it isneceſiary for 
me -to-premiſe thus much ; That where a 
matter of pw - denyed, it is impoſſible to 
prove it, but by Authority, or 4-408 
ments. which on ——_ « bane ; 
for no higher demonftration is the matter ca- 
pable of, and ſo great a force our Argumen _ 
ve 
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have for this purpoſe. The firſt whereof 

Is | 

7. Thatmoſt of the Antient Fathers preſs 

theſe Authorities againſt the Heathens in 

their Apologies. I ſhall name ſome of them. 
- 1. Fuſftin Martyr in his firſt Oration to the 

Greeks prefſeth them with the Sibylls : if you 

will not believe us, be perſwaded by your 

ball — ed very old Sy- : 

» Whoſe Books are happen- ; 

ed to be ſaved in the She eob/ex renaly Subins, 

world, And fome few lines 86 own; CouBainy. And 

_—_— adds : ' Believe her #fter ke —_— gt i 
early to Mr nt ror mar rnernc 

ing 3 Mourne Ne Savi= þ xa jc gaſh "$f 

our Jeſus Chriſt, and concetn- as ide, {EANGYT wy One 

Ing all thoſe things which were ons x; qaripa Terarage* 

tobe done by him. This Fa- ron. Is foe. 

ther mentions them alſo ſeve= 

ralrimes inhis Apology, which for brevities 

ſake Iomit. - The ſeond Father ſhall be O- 

riger, and perhaps you may wonder at that, 

becauſe he is one of the Anthors for the con- 

wary : therefore chooſe hitn, and that ve- 

ry place. 'Tis ir his 7® Book azaink Celfws. 

Then (faith Origen) 1 know” 267 

nor what heimeans, by ſaying, 518 ad, ad@voms dog: 

that we had rather-call the Si= tag rote G00 Inecys 

byll the Childe of God then Wwanravfubrrwaperzes- 

Jelus, #hen he afvers that <audtowir=idarturwanat 

we have inſerted inany and m ig "of Yew - O00 I 

things into the ATi be av 43 x fangs" 


Il): Th dey auoTary 


$ex tdeixyus xal 
ng, 


_- 


#4 Yoy0v]e da oleTa Tag nothing; for he ſhews not what | 
Yoagle. lib 7948-369. E- we have inſerted ; certainly he 
4it.Canta, would have ſhewn them us if 
he could have produced more 
ancient, and more incorrupted Copies, and 
ſuch as had not thoſe things which he ſup- 
poſeth are inſerted in them. All that I can 
gather from this place is , that Celſzs being 
prefled with the Sibylls authorities,and find- 
ing no way to anſwer them, thought it the 
ſureſt anſwer to ſay, that the Chriſtians had 
foiſted thoſe verſes in them; which methinks 
is noreaſon for us to believe a fatisfaftory 
anſwer ; when Origen here in this place, 
wondering at ſo confident an affertion with- 
out the leaſt of proof, Had there been the 
leaft ground for it, it would have ſtood Cel. 
ſus in .good ſtead to have ſhewed any anci- 
ent Copie without thoſe Interpolations. 
Certainly he was too great an Artiſt in rea- 
ſoning, to let ſlip ſo greatan advantage,had 
. It indeed been any ; and this I leave to any 
ſober mans judgment. 

The next that follows ſhall be Tertz/l3an, 
who in his ſecond Book ad Nationes, proving 
our Faith for. Antiquity to be above the 

ate cnieciiette cnmotnd Heathens, ſaycs, That the Si= 
Rs a fas 7s va 1/0e work 
f 0) - C18 V0= . 
CE in- And then he tells .us what he 
duiftis. Ad Nationes) 2.C.12: means by the Sibyll; to wit, 
| - that true Propheteſs of Truth, 

whoſe words you have put in the-mouthes of 

the Divels Prophets. 4. Our 
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Our fourth Authority ſhall be La. 
Gantius, who tells us, That the Heathens 


being convinced with theſe 
Teſtimonies, fay that theſe 
are not the Sibylls Verſes, 
but they were made and 
compoſed by us Chriſtians, 
which truly he could not 
think, who hath read Cicero 
and Varro, and other Anci- 
ents, who mention the Si- 
byll Erythres, and the reſt, 


His teflimoniis quidem revifts 
ſolens eo confugere ut dicaut, non 
illa «ſc Carmins Sibyilina, (ed 2 
noftris faffa atque compoſuta ; quod 
profe0 non putabit, qui Ci 
nem, Varronemque legerit, alidſ- 


Lon 


Veaeres qui Ernthreem Silyl- 
caterisſque commemorant, ex 
quorum libris ifta exempla profe- 


rims, = auffores obier unt ante- 
i 


Cc 


Tu naſceretur, Lac. 


out of whoſe books we pro- lib.4.cap.15. 
duce theſe Examples, whoſe 

Authors have been dead long before Chrift 
was born. To theſe already named, I will 
referr the Reader to St. Auſtin, de Civitate 
Dei, lib.18. cap. 33» And ſo Conftantine the 
Emperours Speech: Chap. 18,19. ad Santtc- 
rum Catum, where he will finde both the 
Emperour and the Biſhop afferting the Si- 
bylls Authorities ; the repetition whereof 
will be too large for fo ſhort a Diſcourſe. 


2, My ſecond Argument for the Sybills 
works, which I told you before could amount 
but to a probability, is this. 

That the books of Hyſtaſpis, and the Sy- 
bills,wer2 by Heathen Laws forbidden to be 
read ; which had they been eſteemed as ſpu- 
rious, it had been much a better way to have 
-made the fraud publick, then to have prohi- 
biced the reading of their Books, > Now my 

uc 


7 a 


ſuch a Law was made, Faftin Martyr affures 
us in hisfecond Apology to 4ntoninixs Pius. 


Ker Wiper 7 PayAvy Sow 
pirer eve] ©; dpi ale 
of Tos TVarans þ EiCynns i 
eular Bichss aveurus- 
wv > {was Js 06s Sao- 
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Theſe are his words. Thraugh 
the energie of theſe fooliſh De. 
vik, death is threatned to all 


the Readers of the Books of 


Hyftaſpes, the Sybils, and the 
rophets , that by fear they 
might turn away men that are 
apt to believe the. knowledge 
ofadeios. and that they 


may keep them {laves to themlelves, 


This we: may gather alſo from the Letter 


the Emperour Yalerianus wrote to the Se- 
nate, as Flavias Vopians teacheth us, where- 


in he faith ; 


Mirer vos patres [ani tamiin 
de aperiendis libris Sybillink 
dubitaſſe. perinde quaſi in Chri- 
ftianorum Ecclefia, & non in 
Templo omnium Deorum traft- 
yet&, This place is Cired by Bz- 
roniu, Anna.1. T.1. p.8. 


Tajuſſu Senatus proditum eft 2 
Majoribus ne legantur quidem 
. libri, de Divinar.lib.z, 


I "ena - . _ Fathers cm 
doubt fo ot opening 
Sibylline books as if you were 
handling this in'a Congrega- 
tion of Chriſtians, and not in 
the Temple of all the Gods. 

The Orator Tlly alfo in his 
book de Divinatione ſeems to 
mention this Law, when tc 
tells us it was delivcred by the 


Antients, that ' theſe books 


were not to be read without the Senates 


leave. 


And ſomething to this purpoſe bath D#o+ 
nyfuus Halicarnaſieus, whoſe words are theſe : 


MYJe JN Th boalu fs bar 
matoy i Thus dverabtor 


After the 
this Cicy | 


of Kings, 


ing into their 


Thu f xenouer Terradiay, Charge the Sibylline Oracles, 


appointed 


—_— 
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ardpa; Tos Anpavicd]us d0- 


appointed moſt eminent men Iyxrduny aſh 
to be their Keepers, who all 14 Bis 7aw7lw 
their life time have this care, Tj Mer, J 
being exempted from all Offi- 7 c 


QvAaxat » 6s 
Eyuor Th &* 
e10y dp8,gor 
«2 Td wh- 


ESL 
ces, Military and Civil, and to rot = = A Leu 
theſe they add others , with- eas wx emTeva; Tas 6Hoxk- 
out whom it is not lawful for 44s, % xgnouay Tois av- 
theſe men to look into theſe Seam rutrX lib,q. p.250. 


Oracles. 

From this place I ſuppoſe I may gather the 
vfeat care the Romans had for thei er= 
vation, which makes it a far more difficult 
thing to foiſt any thing in them, and an ea- 
fie thing for an Heathen Em to ſee 
whether the Quotations the iſtians uſed 
out of them were ſpurious or no. And this 
place ſeems to intimate ſomething. of what 
Tuſtin Martyr before told us, when it tells us 
they were by Law ſoftrily kept, that it was 
dangerous for their very keepers, without 
others by Publick ; Br Hang dts with 
them,to read them. Certainly an 
duyſt write nothing but Truth, when onthe 
truth of their Apology their life and every 
thing dear unto them depended, And I cou- 
ffs I know not why. the Roman Emperours 
ſhould not forbid the reading of the Sybil 
Oracles, as well as 7azan the Apoſtate did 
all the Gentile books. by a Law,” when the 
true reaſon why he did this, was 4&0 keep. the 
Chriſtians in ignorance of their horeid Ritesz 

(although he pretends that they might noc 
blaſpheme their gods) and by that means to 


hiader 
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hinder their confuting them. I am ſure the 
adva"rage the Chriſtians gain by the >ybills 
would be the greater, becauſe their books 
would confirm them in their own Religion, 

when the- Gentiles could make them onl 

abhorre their. If you ask me how theſe 
. Prophefies came ſo publick, when they were 
fo ſtritly kept. The anſwer is eafie, for it 
appeares,that Attilizs privately writ them out, 

and for that cauſe was put into a leather 

and caſt into the Sea; as Dionyſins Halicar- 
Dionyſ.lib.g. 1aſſeus and Valerins Maximus will inform 
Pater.li.c.1z. us, if no body elſe beſides him did it. I 
would not in this place be miſtaken, as if I 
thought what I have ſaid concerning the Sy- 
bills were ſufficient to prove, that thoſe Pro. 
pheſies we have, that go under their name, 
were all theirs : For though I verily believe 
, much of them were really the Sybills Pro- 
| hefies; yet I donabt not but many things 
ve been added, and foiſted in them many 
years after Chriſt. And *cis ſufficient for my 

purpoſe, that there were Prophefies extant 

whether they were the Sybills, or no, whic 
foretold ſuch a Prince to ariſe; as appears 
both from Cicero and Varro, and many other 
x Authors, ſome whereof lived before Chriſt. 
But I hope Ae ups T have ſaid be not Len 
cient , yet the Ingenious Appendix of my 
rad F Friend will make NE then pro= { 
bable, that the Prophefies that go under | 
their names, were for the moſt part theirs, 
and ought to be ſo admitted, And thus 
' much for the Sybills, 2. Our 
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2. Our ſecond Argument, that the Heas 
thens expedted ſuch a Prince, ſhall be from 


the Afirmations of ſeveralof them. 
The firſt ſhall be that great Maſter of Elo- 


quence, Twly, who in his ſecond book de Di- 


vinatione, hath this paſſage well worth our 
noting. What Authority(faith © © 
he) hath that —— which Wi pl Heber Averinets 
we call Divine, that a mad Ls. 
man ſhould fee thoſe things —— _= _ Ro 
which a wiſe man cannot, and humanos ſenſus emiſerit, divi- 
that he who hath loſt humane #9 «ſſecuru fix ? $ybille ver- 
ſenſes ſhould obtain divine 2 fa poſeroonas Jhor tie pane 
We obſerve the Sybill: verſes jc, auper, AE nero as, 
which ſhe is ſaid to have utter. aum fame diffurus in Senatu 
ed when the was mad, whoſe putabatur eum , quem revers 


Interpreter by ſome falſe re- Regem habchamws, appellandume 
port of men was ſuppoſed to £99 eſſe Kegem, þ ſalvi eſſe 
be about to ſpeak theni in the ** p95 Bar 


Senate, viz. That he whom in truth we have 
had a King, ſhould be called a King, if we 
would be ſafe. I much admire at theſe men 
that ſippoſe the Sybills Oracles were foiſted 
by Chriſtians , when we here have Tzly nor 
only mentioning them, but telling us that 
they foretold a King whom we ought to call 
ſo, if we would be ſafe. Now how this con= 
curres with the Prophefies we have of them, 
I need not tell any man that hath read them. 
And *tis more conſiderable, that Cicero being 
a very great enemy to Monarchy, doth fancy 
theſe Verſes were made to advance that new- 
ly begun Empire, If I miſtake him not, his 

($ words 
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FR THO» words fignifie fo much. If this 
Hee Þ eft in libr, 'n quem vv 6 the Sybill Books, unto 

Hominum, & in quod tempus | 9. 
eft ? Calliddcnim qui ile com- what man, and unto what time 
poſuis per fecit, ut quodcungque doth it belong > For he that 
accidiſſet , pratitum videre- 1m24e theſe Verſes ated ſubril- 
tur bominum, & 9 de: 1y, that whatſoever might hap- 
faitione ſublets, bi pen might ſeem to be foretold , 
the definition both of the perſon and time 
being taken away. By this we may ſee how 
theſe poor-Sybills are toſſed; Cicero fancies 
that, fome Heathen that favoured Monarchy 
made them, and Celſas -ſays the Chriſtians 
made them. Theſe Affirmations being con- 
tradictory, :carnot both be true; the firſt fub- 
_ ficiently deftroys the ſecond; aud Twllies mi- 
fake arifeth from another miſtake; had he 
rightly underſtood them , ke would ſcarcely 
have imagined them the fiction of a Heathen. 
Here 1s-one thing not tobe overlooked, that 
INT WTI WY this Oratour tells us. That out 
quid connefRitur, Ibid. of the firſt Lemers of every 
: nf verſe ſomething is fignified ; 
Which how well it agrees with the Verſes of 
De Civis. Dei, the Sybill of Erythea , Varro, and S. Auſtin 
6.x9.c4.23- out of him will inform the enquirer. I have 
been longer on this Authority then I ſhall be 
on the reſt, becauſe this advantaged much 
what before I have affirmed of the Sybills , 
and if it doth ſo, I amſure Talh, though he 
miſapplyed it, as it was the fortune of others 
to do, had then ſome notion. of a King to 

ariſe, 

My ſecond Author ſhall be Suztonius Tran 


quill 


AS + a © AS 


' theſe, -+For when the mind of 


(19) 

gieitas in his life of the Emperour Veſpaſian, 

who tells us that all the Eaſt over there was 

anancient and conſtant fame, that it was de- 

creed by the Fates', that they that came 

forth of Jude ſhould rule 0- "0 

ver-all. This predi&tion (as by Percrebuerast Oriente toto ve- 

the event afterwards appeared) ** & conſtans opinio, eſe 
quoque in fats, ut Fude pro- 

was of the Roman Emperours, feaz rerum potirentur. 14 de 

the Jews drawing to themſelves Imperatote-Romano, ut de e- 

rebelled. ' This place is. very ventupoſteapatuit, pradiffum 

plain ;; and the learned Canſa. F*4® + 

bon: tes us, That--in.- theſe KL Es ARA 

words: there appears the foot- 7 quibas verbie apparent ves 

ſteps of truth, and of that Pro- ftigra veritath, cy cjus varici« 

phefie from whence it lowet, 2% wade illud maneuver. "Ex of 

'Ex 03 4Ecacvosrar ty 4, Of Out ——_ Wys 0. No» 

of thee fhall ariſe a Ruler,” Hee : 

gefippus in his fifch Book: of the diftraftion 

of Feruſalem, tells us ſomething of this Re. 

bel:ion of the Jews, and that a falſe Pro- 

phet even then was the cauſe of the burning 


of the Jews in the Temple. ' His words are 


| . Nam cim animi mul 
moſt were bent , that their Ar- inflteventur ut ſe ſrafts ag 


my heing now broken ,) they 
ſhould deliver themſelves to the nw 
Ramanes ; a certain falſe Pro. fir 


Tem- 


cumventionibus cyedunt, dede- 
cores arque vi ulti ficut pecora 
irucidantur. Ci.44- 


| (20) 


tain Oracle, that they ſhould 
continue yet in their Temple, 
and that they ſhould” preſently 
repell the bodies of their Ene- 


mies , and the violence of the flames. So 


theſe miſerable men whilſt they unfortunate- 


ly believed falle circumventions were kilPd 
like beaſts diſgracefully,and without revenge. 
And Foſephus tells us this Prophetie more at 


Sed quod cos ad bellum maxi- 
me excitaverat reſponſum. eras 
ambiguum itidem in (acri li- 
bris invemum, quod eo tempo- 
rs quidam eſſet ex corum finibus 
orb gerr@ babiturus' Imperium. 
Id enim illi quidem-quaſ;-pro- 
prium acceperunt, _— fa- 
pientes interpretatione deceptt 
ſunt, Hoc autem plan@refponſo 
Veſpaſiani deſiznabatur Impe- 
rinm, qui apud Judzam crea- 
8x5 cfb Imperator. de bello Jud. 
lib.7. cap-1 2. In fine. 


Emperour. 


large. * But that which moſt of 
all ſtirred them up-to' a War 
was an ambiguous anſwer found 
in their facred Books ,, that at 
that time one out of their bor. 
ders ſhould be Emperour of the 
world.” This they indeed re- 
ceived as proper to themſelves, 
and many wiſe men were de- 
ceived with the Interpretation, 
But by this anſwer the Empire 
of Veſpaſian was plainly defign- 
ed, who.in F#de2 was created 
Suetonius in his Otavizs . hath 


yet another Authority, if it can poſſibly be 


; more plain, 
Author eff Julius Marathus, 
ante paucos qui naſceretur men- 
ſes, prodigtum Romez faltum 
publice, que denunciabetur Re- 
gem Populo Romano Naturam 
parturive : Sendtum exterri- 
sm cenſuiſſe, ns quis illo an- 
no geniim educaretnr. Eos qui 


Theſe are his words. 
Marathus tells us, that a few 
moneths before Auguftus was 
born there was a Prodigie done 
at Kome publickly, in which it 
wasforetold;that Natureſhould 
bring forth a King for the Ro- 
man Nation, - The Senate be- 
ing aftrighted at ——— 
that 


Alius 


RR 


(21) 
that none born that year ſhould _ 

be educated, They who had gravid uxores baberent, quo 
wives great with Child ( as 4a 3 anger tage 
much as every one could from . 
Ct hence draw hope to themſelves) - O8zp.2 oF mg wany 


took care leſt that Decree of the 
Senate ſhould be brought to the Treaſury. 
Becauſe if it was once placed in the Treafi 
it was irrevocable. Upon this account bot 
Leniulus and Cataline h to have been Florms lib.4r; 
this King. He that confiders theſe Authori. Cs.Pbz. 2. 
ties well muſt evidently ſee Gods providence 
in theſe prediions, making way for the 
coming of our Saviour. What the Heathens 
underſtood by Nature I need not tell you, 
they having that Notion of it, as we have of 
the great God. And that it ſhould be fore- 
[ told that God ſhould bring forth a King for 
the Roman world, ſavours much of a Di- 

vine Prophetick Spirit. | 

. 3. Our third and lat Anthour ſhall be 

Cornelins Tacitus, that excellent Hiſtorian, - 
who not only agrees with Szeronius in the 

predition but explication alſo: His words 

_ 2. There was Y pon RED 

wafion in very-many, that it Pluribm : E 
was charac in + ancient 9b _ nyt dogg 
Books of the Priefts , that in valeſceret Oriens , profeRtique 
-that very time it ſhould be that Judza rerws potirentay, Que 
© the Eaſt ſhould grow powerful, Ambages Velpalianum & Ti- 

-and thoſe that come of Fudes mm prodixenant, rev mig 

| ſhould command 'all, Which j5 "Zoom magniradinth 
doubtful Prophefie foretold Ve X 
| C 3 ſpaſian 


(22) 
| — ſPþ4fian and Titus, But the vul- 
interpretats, ne ona 7 gar,after the manner of humane 
em Ver WATGDANI defire,did interpretate to them- 
5 P65: | | ſelves fo great a magnitude:of 
the Fates, and through adverſity they were 
not changed to'believe what was true. 
This now will fufticiently afſure us that 
not only the Jews , as before I have ſhewed 
you, but all the Eft had ſucha Tradition of 
a Ruler t9 ariſe; and although the Jews upon 
... thismiſtake rebelling were deſtroyed by Yeſ- 

oy and becauſe of VePafiar” s fuccets the 

Romans attributed this predition to the Em- 
perour, and ſo they were both out in the Ex- 
poſition, yet were they both right in the ex- 

petation.of ſuch a Ruler.” .- wort 
_ _Lthinkthink theſe Authoritizs amount to a 
ſufficient proof: I ſhould not bave been! fo 
Jeng, in handling them, .had they not much 

g conduced to my defigned diſcourſe. *r, 
Thefis 2. My ſecond Theſis 45 ;,,Fhat the Jews that 
now expect the Meſſias to, came, do acknow- 
ledge the time when he ſhould have come to 
be paſt.;'And this I hall prove with ſome leſs 

labour then Idid the former,” 

Oy My firſt Argument for-that is, becauſe the 
vj Ve wr Tweedy pit by —_— 

he fins of the people. . -F'6:this purpoſe you 
ay ihe greateſt Rabbr of our Age,Ma- 
TREE miſelongrectgailivn us from Rabbi Elias, 
Hari FF: _ SHEILA hat the viees and- fins: 'of the 
Py pm ns -people was-the cauſe why the 


| day of the coming of the Meſſras 


was 


_— 
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was deferred further and long- 


er,inſomuch that zoo years are  ulteriza langinſque. diee ifte 


already paffed more then 4000. vin 


eſs dil, adeo. ut trecenti 


mille anno 


And Manafſe hinoſelt having re- yun clapfs ſunt. Man, lib.z. de 


peated R. Elianus's. opinion, pſ Cag. So 


concurs with'it, when he tels us, I 


quoted by Hoorn- 


And truly itis moſt certain, if ©! Profead veri/ſimum eft , | 


the Kfaelites would moſt ſeri- 


coming of the Mefſias had not natzs. Ibid, 
been delayed. 

This is the Propoſition we have in hand af- 
firmed ; for nothing can be ſaid to be defer- 
red, but the time of whoſe coming is paſt, 


2.Becauſe in the publick Prayers now uſed 
amongſt them they pray as if they were in deſ- 
pair of his coming. Now it is not rational to 
fuppoſe that they ſhould deſfair of a delive- 
rance, if the time when they expected delive- 
rance be nat in their own opinion paſt. I have 
before repeated ſome few paſſages out of their 
Liturgies:I ſhall add theſe, whichHoornbeck af- 
fords us in the very placelI before mentioned, 
Let it pleaſe thee, O Lord,that 


Tſraclite ſerid fatorum ſuorum 
oully repent of their deeds, the m—_ * 'L 


in a ſhort time thy Sanftuary m"—_— tibi Domine, us 
be built.And again, There is no ,,u :4 dicbms noftrs, In Se 
Prieft that can make propitia= ger.” ephaloth, p.2, 1.17. & pa. 
tion for us. Whg&refore let it 109. x19. Et non eff Sacerdos 


pleaſe thee, O Lord, our God, 
and the God of our Fathers, 


wouldeſt be turned to us, and 
C 4 have 


SanFuerium 


pro nobi propi- 
amen fla 
the God of Mercies, that thou p Dew | —_ 


Mare ple- 


*%. 
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I ew miſericordiarum, nt con- 


verigrs ad nos, noſtrique-mi- have rity on us, and of thy 
wn Re hrmaor Fogg ag Santtuary in thy many com- 
brevi (rar elifices « Hoorn,ur paſſions " and in a ſhort time 
anares, p.193- wouldeſt build it. 

q 3. Thirdly,Becauſe about the time of our 
Saviours coming, and fince, they have been 
deceived with ſeveral Impoſtures, whom they 
ſuppoſed were the Meſſiah, as in the time of 
the Emperour Adrian, with Ariſto Pellaris, as 

ljb.2.c4h.8, Enſebins tells us. 
In Crete a Pſeudo-Moſes perſwaded the 
Jew» that he would lead them —_— the 
ea to Canaan as Moſes did ; which folly this 
lamentable people believing,threw themſelves 
with their Prophet from the Rock into the 
Sea, ſo that many periſhed, and more had 
if the Chriſtian Charity had not relieved 
a lib.7, cap. 37. them ; As * Socrates in his Eccleſiaſtical Hi- 
b 13þ.14.cap.40 ſtory, and * Nicephorns tell us, 
41+ Under the Emperour Leo Iſaurus a Syrian 
* Impoſtor COTS , ſaying he was the 
Meſſias, as Barons tels us, Tom.3.pag.20. Ad 
An.721. out of Theophanes, 
| In the time of Maimonides, as he himfelf 
: tels us, there was one Danid el Dauid, who by 
Inchantments did perſwade many to believe 
him'the!Mefſiah, He was of that confidence 
thathe did not only affirmit to the Jews, but 

_ tothe Perhansalſo, for which he was caſt in- 

. - to priſon, out of which cither by Magick or 

| bribeshegotout ; the King purſuing him, he 

is reported to haye paſſed over the River Gos 


upon 


s 


\ __ .. . 


pon his Cloke, and in one day to have'gone 
ten days _— but at laſt by the help of 

Zaid the Ki the Turks, being drunk, he 
was beheaded : Or as others ſay, A figne be. 

ing asked him, he told them if he was be- 
[ ed he ſhould live again, which he did in 
craft to avoid a greater puniſhment, This 
Done Gentius in his Jewiſh ſtory menti- 
ons. And inthe Ape before us R. Lemlem a 
falſe Chriſt appears,who for his Inchantments 
was publickly burnt. R. Maimonides men= 
tions many others ; but theſe are enough to 
ſhew us that the Jews ever ſince our Saviours 
coming have expefted a Mefſias, and ſo by 
conſequence have acknowledged the time he 
ſhould have come to be paſt, 

4- The fourth and laſt reaſon ſhall be this, 
which I haſten to, becauſe I would avoid te- 
diousneſs, becauſe many amongſt themſelves 
believe he will never come; which truly upon 
the grounds of the firſt reaſon (to wit) That 
he is deferred from the ſins of the people,may 
as well be an Argument for hisnot coming as 
for his delay. Some Rabbies we have aftirm- 
_—_ _ , _— = in expreſs words, 
Rabbi HiU:ls fays, That the . . 

Meſſias ſhall not be given to I{- Fray — a= Mee, 
rae] : For they lon” ago enjoy- nemporibus Ficskia Regis Te» © 
ed him in the days of H:zekia Þnde. In codic: Sant-d'in, Che 
Kingof Judah, Here we have **by Hoornbeet p.t 15, 

a ſufficient teſtimony of the Jews deſpair in 

their condition. Thi Rabbi, - rather then 

ſuppoſe Chriſt to be the Meſſias , will fancy 


him 


pag. 16g. 


2 pi 


him to have come fo many ages before, and 

will believe this fancy rather then the great. 

eſt Reaſon. That Mefftah of his muſt certain- 

ly be a ſtrange one, that he ſhould never be 

mentioned or known to any but R, Hillel), 

How pitifully do the Jews deride at the <b- 

Rurity of our Saviours birth, when his mira- 

cles made him renowned all over the world, 

and his faith in ſo ſhort a time ſubdued it ? 

when alas here we have a Meſlias found out, 

come, and gone , and known to none but 

Rabbi Hille/. 1know R. Foſeph, as Hoorn- 

beck tels us, acketh pardon for this errour of 

Rabbi Hill, that he ſhould imagine Chriſt 

ſhould come in the days of Hirkia King of 

Fuda , - which was in the time of the firſt 

9 Zach.g. Temple and the Prophet Zachary propheſies 
| of him under the ſecond Temple. This diſ- 
pute of the Meſſas coming, 45 a ſubje& they 

ſhun diſcourfing of, and avoid as much as in 

them lies to do it. Maraſſe Ber: Iſrael their 

great DoCor , in his Book De Reſurretiione, 

doth ſoſtagger about it, as one would wons 

der that ſo ſober a perſon ſhould believe ſixch 

follies, and reje& ſo much of Reafon. He 

IP tels us, It isnot only evident in 
; » Fogg Inquzr, ex Uhr the Books of _ , __ m the 
en 0 cen £19- Prophets, that the ReſurreRi- 
en erties on of the dead ſhall be Joyned 
wexam” fore adventui Meſſie. and annexed to the coming of 
Solum in controverſus relin= the Meflias, This only is left in 
guar > uirnm % prinys & controverfie, Whether it be the 
' - . firſt andone,ortheſecond com- 

ing 


"TE WDDUEE: " lil 


anda confeſſion of an 
nied by any that will not 'deny Princip! 
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_ T_T mo on , 
33-35- he then.concludes, that 4... vendes,: 6 
in the ſame day: and time the nek. Sor ham hr 9g 
Meſſias ſhall come.and the dead 

riſe. I confeſs,;to me from theſe words no- 

thing 48 clearer but that he is willing to ſhuf- 

fle Chrifts firſt coming offquite and cleane,or 

at:loaſt defer it: to his ſecond, upon very tri 


vial accounts, by which we may calily gather 


they have ſo long talked of ſuch a thing thar 

are aſhamed to deny it, - and yet fo 
light ir, as if they ſcarcely believed there 
would be any ſfuchthing. Thus I have briefly 
from the Jews deſpair of his coming, and 
the reaſons they urge why he is not come, 
proved from. themſelves a tacits, confeſſion, 


that: the time fince they ſuppoſed he ſhould 
have come is paſt, I proceed to the third, 


which is, | 
That there was one Jeſus Chriſt that did Theſis 3. 
come , whom both he and we fay was this 


'Meſſias. Now to prove matter' of Fa&, as 


I told you , our. beſt proofs:are Authorities ; 
and that —_ from Chriſtians, but 
from the enemiies © Chriſtianity, Heathens' ; 

is not'to-be de- 


es 
VES, 1, Our 
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1. Onr firſt Author ſhall be Cornelius Tae 
citus, an Hiſtorian that noman judged either 


fabuſous , or to Chriſtianity partial , who 
ſpeaking of Neroe's cruelty 


tothe Chriſtians, 


tels us the Author of them, and part of their 


. 
- 


Author nomink tjus Chriſtus, 
qui Tiberio imperante per Pro- 
curztorem Pontium Pilatum, 
ſupplicio affeus erat. Repre(- 
ſaque in preſens exitiabilk ſu- 
perſtitio rurſus erumpebar, non 
mods per Fudeam Originem 
ejus mali, ſed per urbem etiam 
quo cunfta undique atrocia aut 
pudenda confluunt , celebran- 
zurque : TIgitur prim? correp- 
xi qui ftebantur , deinde in- 
dicio eorum multitudo ingens, 
haud perinde in crimine incen- 
dii quam odio humani generis 
convift ſunt. Tacit. Annal.lib. 
3 5. p3g.797. Edir.Pariſ, 


ſtory. His words are theſe, The Author 


of this Name (Chriftzan ) was 


Chriſt, who when Tiberizs was . 


Emperour was puniſhed with 
death by Pontizs Pilate , the 
then Procurator of 
This deteſtable ſuperſtition be- 
ing, depreſſed for the preſent 
broke out again, not only 
through Fudea the Original of 
that evil, but in the very City 
it ſelf, whither from every part 
all things that are wicked and 
ſhameful come together and are 
eſteemed, Ar firſt they were 
puniſhed that confefled them- 
ſelves Chriſtians ,” and then by 


Fudea.. 


their inditment a great multitude were con- 
yicted , not ſo much for the fault of the 
fire, as that they were hated by all man- 
kind. This is a very confiderable place ; 
for we have not only a teſtimony to prove 
there was ſuch an one as Jeſus Chriſt, and 
that he was put to death by Poptins Pilate, 
but we have here the mention of the firſt per- 
ſecution the Chriſtians ſuffered at Rome under 
Nero, and that the reaſon why'they ſuffered 
wasnot that they fired the City, — 


(29) 

himſelf did, but that being generally hated 

by mankind, Ners that delighted in wicked- 

neſs, could no way ſo clearly excuſe himſelf 

as by accufing them,againſt whom the whole 

world was willing to belieye any thing thar 

was evil, although they knew them guilty of 

none. And *tis 'not to be omitted , thar 
which the moſt excellent Apologiſt ſpeaks of 

Nero the firſt,Chriſtian Perſecutor, to the Se- 

nate of Rome. - Conſult (faith : 
he) your Commentaries, and ©**ſulite Commentaries ve- 


there you'l find that Nero was pom heny by acyr pn 


the firſt that raged againſt this make) Rome antes Calo. 
Sect rifing at Rome ; for whoſo- riano gladio ferociſſe. Qui 
ever knows him muſt under- £m {cit ilum, zntelli 
ſtand, that nothing but ſome cy __ alignid 
grand gocd could be condemn-' Terul.Ap.Cap.;. 

ed by Ners, And truly it was 

no wonder that an enemy to mankind ſhould 

be an enemy to the beſt of men, that he who 

butchered his own Paraſites upon no account 

but becauſe they were men , would deſtroy 

thoſe whoſe aRions as wellas their nature 
contradifted his humor. Bur this by the 

Way. | 


2, The ſecond Author that aſſures us there 
was ſuch a perſon as Chriſt, is S#etonixs, who 
in his fifth Book and twenty fifth Chapter 
tells us, That Claxdins expel- ; 
led the Jewsout of Rome, be- Pugooe impulſore nog 
cauſe they through the impulſe ' {pt pong ome a: 
of Chreſtu+ did cauſe Tumults,  * ® 

y 


(30 - 
Armagh BY the Jews' are meant the 
in lp er ay Chriſtians , whoſe beginning 
one Chreftzs that os the Au- being in| Jude, were ordina- 
thor of a ſedition amongſt the rily by the Heathens called fo ; 
Jews ; but diyers are of this. anq here we have Chreftus put: 
opinion. for Chriſtxs, This change of E 
for I the Heathens did in affront to. Chriſt; 
infomuch that Tertulian wonders why ſo in- 
nocent 'a Nameſhould be hated.--For (faith 
....,__ heJan innocent name in inno- 
Odinur eriam in Hominibits ' cent men is hated; 'But here the 
iunzcas inn naman _ Se& is hated/for the' name of 
om AL anjow fap- 66 Author. What news is it, if 
Hnliri,  Dubd Novi ? $f 4 diſcipline gives name to its 
ai KDJVhe a t:gnomentum followers from their Maſter? Do 
Setfaror: ps fe de Magitrd* not all the Philoſophers ſo?And 
znduchr, "Nome Philoſophi? 1,. tot; them a little before, that 
Tec. | he wonders why they will call 
Chriftienus quantum in imer- them Chreftiani rather then 
rerione oft, do unftione-de- Chriftiani, For(faich he )Chriſt 
ducitnr. Sed & cimpeorperam i; my as tothe Interpretation, is 
chem Pow t deduced from anvinding : Boe 
eft notitia penes vor) de ſueyi- When*tis envioul] [17-2769 0m 
= eo anpefin of you Chrefti you have 
eſt, Ibid. no certain knowledge of. the 
name ) *tis compounded of 
ſweetneb& and benignity, All which amount 
to no more, but that he wonders at their en- 
vious ignorance'who would rather call them 
. , ChreſtianithenChriftiani, wheneitlicr-names 
- > =") © Hipnific, that they are fo far from-diſowning, 
| «they molt highly eſteem and pealouſly em- 
brace, Fuſtin Martyr in hisfetohd Apology: 
0 


(31) 
to Antoninus the Emperour mentions the 


Heathens hatred at the very name of Chriſtian 
Weare accuſed (faith he) that 


we are Chriſtians, to hate that oh. ow here: 
which is Xpysdy, which is good, Ha £8 Sixavoy. Apol.2.$.43+ 


1s that juſt ? And truly itis no 

wonder through the Devils inſtigation the 
Heathens ſhould | have that violent hatred 
to the name, which was it ſelf & dreadful | 
totheir Idols (as hereafter I ſhall prove) and 
was the only crime, if their greateſt honour 
may be once ſo'named , they could ever be 
accuſed of, I have ſaid this concerning the 
name of Chreſtianus, becauſe though Smetoni- 
xs differs in a letter, yer it might appear to be 
a voluntary and envious miſtake , and ſo his 
authority way paſs without control. 


- 3. The third fhall be that of Pliny the 
younger, which-doth not ſo dire&ly mention 
Chriſt as the other Authors do, but telling us 
of the Chriſtians;affirms the God they ſerved 
to be Chriſt, - It tsin his Letter tothe Empe- 
rour Trajan, which he purpoſely- wrote to 
know what heſhould do with that fort of 
men. And therein he tells the Emperour, 
That he punithed them for their. obſtinacy 
rather then any thing.clie. He tellshim alfo, 
That there were fome that de- 


nyed themſelves tobe Ohrifli. 2 ices ofingionn _ 


au. ane qr {acrifice 'to puniys, 

mages, and curſed Chriſt. Quan nebil cog# 

To do which no true Chriftian #96 =” 
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could be compelled. He adds alſo, Fhat 
_ there were others which affirmed they had 
been Chriſtians, but now were not ; and ſays, 
that all theſe worſhip the Emperours Image, 
and the Gods,' Theſe by the way I mutt tell 
you were the Gnoſtiques , whoſe Prineiples 
were to deny Chriſt rather to ſuffer for hin. 
Now from theſe Hzreticks Pliny gives the 
Emperour an account of the Religion of the 
| Chriſtians. They affirm, faith he,this to be 
; the ſum either of their fault or 
Hikes aim bee ſe pe erermined day, before 

ſumman aut culpa ſue aut 'er- UPON, Y3 
ror, qud4 efſent ſoliti flato break of day, romeet together, 
dic ante Incem convenire, car- and to fing turn by turn verſes 
Chriſto quaſs Deo di- amongſt themſelves to Chriſt as 
ecu invicem z ſeque 5: God; and that they bound 
themſelves by an Oath, notto 
any wickedneſs, but that they 
allerent;z might not commit Thefts, nor 
bony ents —Ap-—ad þ- more _— On ; 
ru" mar gy 3p t they might not break their 
Toots rye hug ow promiſe,” nor deny the pledge 
promiſcuum , tawen & in- when the owner calls for it; 
 woxjum, which being done, that it was 
their cuſtom todepart , and a- 
gain to'mett to cat together promiſcuoully, 
but without any hurt, We ſee here what 
_ a notable deſcription, or rather confeſſion of 
the excellency of the Chriſtian Principles we' 
have from the mouth -of a Heathen. *Tis 
erue, afterwards he calls it S»yperſtitionem pra= 
vam &-immodicam, an empty and vain ſu- 
WD 4 perſtition, 


3 So F.-- 
perſtition, which is to be wondred at to come 
from ſo ſober a pen , when the Principles he 
before repeated, to a natural man favors ſo 
much of ſobriety and reaſon. Perhaps he 
durſt ſay no otherwiſe; but this he concludeth 
with. It is evidently certain, ae; - 
that the Temples now almoſt Glar - ſat n Ayres (5M - 
deſolate, begin to be celebrated, yp faces ſole yy Ml intermiſ- 
and the facred ſolemnities , ſa, repctr, paſfimque venire vi- 
which long have been inter. ime quarim adbuc rariſſms 
mitred, are repeated ; and mm Oren, So" 
that beaſts ro be fatrificed do nog ended elſe þ fa 
come from abroad (though to penjrentie locus, © 
buy them as yet there are found 
but few chapmen) from which it is an eaſie 
conje&ure, how great a multitude of men 
might be mended if there could tbe a place 
for repentance; From theſe words we may 
gatltier how great a conqueſt Chriſtianity in 
ſo ſhort a time had thade, that their Temples 
ſhould be deſolate , that there. ſhould be no 
buyers of Sacrifices to their Gods, unleſs a li- 
berty of return and repentance be allowed to 
Chriſtians, who lapſed upon no other account 
but fear of torment. Fear made Heathens, 
ahd only Reaſon Chriſtians; The Rack was 
that that filled their Temples, not their'Reli- 
gion, not the power of their Ido] Gods. 
To theſe Heathen Authorities Jet me add 
- "the Jews, who confeſs there was one Jeſus 
that did come. Their Talmndiſts call him 
ſuſpen/um, that is, banged ; which they do, 
kippoling « the moſt Ls and wy 
t 
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title they could give him, becauſe their Law 
faith, Curſed be every one that hangeth upon a 
Tree. Benjaminus Judilenſis in his Itinerary 
acknowledgeth him lain at Hreruſalem ; and 
at this day all the modern Jews allow ſach an 
one to have been. I omit citing their Autho- 
rities for proving that which I think no man ' 
ever denied of what Religion ſoever ; but if 
there be any ſuch, I have faid enongh to con- 
vince any-man in this particular. 

The fourth thing I lay down is, That this 
Feſus that did come,did come about that time 
the Jews expeted him , and did anſwer all 
the Prophefies concerning the Meſſias. Now 
co proye this particularly will take up more 
time then the brevity I aim at will afford me: 
And therefore I ſhall only touch at ſome of 
the moſt eminent marks that were to go be- 
fore and follow the Meflias , which happened 
about that- time , and were verified in our 
Jeſus. 

Firſt, For the time ; and this will appear 


- by ſeveral Propheſies that afligne the time of 


the Meſlias coming. 
The firſt confiderable Prophefie that af- 
figns the time of the Meflias coming is Fatob's 


' Fudah, That the Scepter ſhall not depart from 


udah, nor the Lawgtver from between his feet 
anni Shiloh cone , « 1k 


| Fade, Ther his death=bed, of the Tribe of 


come , and unto him ſhall this gas 
priving 5d the people be, Tf by Shiloh in this 
place be meant the Meſſias , then either this 
Prediction muſt be falſe, which to fay is blaſ- 
phemy, 
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phemy,or elſe this Meffias muſt be come. Now 
that by Shilob is-underſtood the Mefſias, we 
have the confellion of the ancient Jews.Rabbi 
Fobanam asking what was the name of rhe 
Meſfias, they of the School of Rabbi Scþ:72 
anſwered his Name is Sh:/ob , according to 
that which is written, #ntil Shiloh come, The 
Cabaliſts tell us that in-qyw rx» Meſfras 
venit there are the ſame numerical letters that 
are in 772 Meſſiah, and therefore they ſo 
interpret it. . And both Orkelos Fonathans 
Fargum,and the Hieruſalems T argum for Shi- 


See M.Pierſons 
book of #he 
Creed, Artic. 2, 
p.162, 


lob puts Meſſiah: Hoornbeck, in his foremen- py Gox.ct Con; 
tioned traR, reckons the concurrence of divers Fudes., li.z.ya; 
Rabbies .to this interpretation of Shitob. 128. 


Rabbi Beeba#, Rabbi Selomo Faxtis on this 
phe, Rabbi Miſes Gerwndenfis, Rabbi Foeb 
Sueb Abrunevel apud Menaſſim *n Com. ad 
Þunt'loewm. All which Authorities affuee us, 
That .the Jews underftood that prophefie of 
the Meſhas, and that f z=ti} Shiloh come}is no 
more” bue until | the Mefliaz come. tam in 
this kind of Learning no wales verſed,” and 
therefore am forced totake the Authorities as 
L find them quored ; bue from them all rhis 
I muſt -gather , That the Ancient' Jews ac- 
knowledge this to bea'Prophefie of ' the Me- 
ſfias ; which, if 6, muſt evidently -affare ns he 
muſt become; And thatonr Jefus djd'come 
before the Jewspolirie was deſtroyed , theſe 


& ! 
Jews that tell us he didtcome, do affire us 
withal, That he was accuſed by the Saxbe- 
drim, and ſuffered under Ny Pilnte, when 
2 AS 


as yet their Government was not diffolved. 
2, A ſecond confiderable Prophetic of the 
Meſſias was, That he ſhould come whileſt the 
ſecond Temple ſtood. This is educed out 
of two places in the Prophets. The firſt is 
that of Malachi 3, Chap.z, Bebold Twill ſend 
my Meſſenger, . and be will prepare my way bes 
fore me ; and the Lord whom ye ſeek, ſhall ſud- 
denly come #5 his Temple, even the Meſſenger of 
the Covenant whom ye delight in : Behold be 
ſhall come, ſaith the Lord of Hofts, The ſe- 
cond 1s that of the Prophet Haggai, Chap.2. 
v7. For thus ſaith the Lord of Hoſts , Tet once 
it js but a little while, and I will ſhakg the 
Heavens and the Earth, and the Sea, and the 
dry Land. v.$. And I will ſhake all Nations, 
and the deſire of all Nations ſhall come, and I 
will fill this Houſe with glory , ſaith the Lord 
of Hiſtr. v.10. The glory of this latter Howſe 
ſhall be greater then that af the former, ſaith 
the Lord of: Hoſts : And in this place will 1 
give peace, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, Now from 
' theſe Propheſies *ris moſt evident the Meſſias 
was' to come* whileſt "this ſecohd Temple 
ſtood ; Forelſe what dotItghe Prophet Ma- 
lachimean when he tells us, The Lord whom 


ye ſeek, ſhall come to his Temple? Or how can 


Haggai be underſtood ; That the glory of the 
latter Houſe ſhall be greater then that of the 
former ? unleſs the greatneſs of it confiſted in 
the -preſence of the Meflias; For alas we 
.-know, thoſe that returned from the Capti- 
vity, and ſaw the former Houſe, were Fa far 
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from rejoycing to ſee this latter, that they 
wept toſee it1o far to fall in its magnificence, 
ies tells us in his Chap. 3. v.12. The Jews 
themſelves (to make this clearer) have ob- 
ſerved five figns of the glory of the firſt 
Temple, all which were wanting -in the ſe- 
cond. The Urim and Thummim., by which 
the High Prieſt was miraculouſly taught the 
Will of God ; The Ark of the Coyenant 
from whence God pave his anſwers by a clear 
and audible voice ; The fire on the Altar 
which came down from Heaven , and conſu. 
med the Sacrifices ; The Divine preſence or 
Habitation with them repreſented by a vilſt- 
ble appearance, or given as it were to the 
King or High Prieſt by annointing with Oyl 
of Un&ion: And laftly, the Spirit of Pro- 
pheſie, with which thoſe eſpecially who were 
called to the <pirit of Prophefie were endued 


 Withal. I need not fay what extraordinary 


Priviledges theſe are, they will ſufficiently 
teach them us themſelves. The building of 
the ſecond Houſe was poor, nay, as Haggai 
tells us, Nothing. Mark his words. Who is 
left among you that ſaw this Houſe in her firſt 
glory ? O bow do you ſee it now! Is it not in 
your eyes in compariſm Nothing? Now is it 
poſſible any thing can make this poor deſpi= 
cable ſecond Houſe to overtap in glory that 
former, ſtately, and God-inhabited Temple; 
unleſs it be the viſible, and bodily appearing 


_ of God himſelf init, unleſs the Meſlias, the 


defire of all Nations, the Eternal Son , yet 
D 3 Equal 


(35) | 
£qual God , ſhould exhibite himſelf perſo- 
nally and adarn this Houſe. But what need 
Ifay ſo much to confirm this Prophefie,when 
Manaſſe Ben Iſrael , as Hoornbeck teacheth 
thee mes confelleth , That Rabbi 

Eenem fed plies Ds 

ndum 1 -Da- *. ; 
vid Kimki, R.Hazaria A-ado- . 77» and 2 t part of the An- 
ni, C9' m4gns pars veteram, te- GIents apply this place of Haz. 
ſtante Manale noftro, libro de gai to theſecond Temple. The 
zermino vita, pdg.1 52, Hoopn- Honicns of ſome Jews to this 
cck lib.2. pag 192- place, are fo very frivolous, that 
I omitt them wholly, but you may ſee them 
ſufficiently refuted-by Hoornbech, in the place 
before mentioned. I think now it is evinced 
that Chriſt muſt come , whileſt this Temple 
ſtaod, this Temple is utterly ruined, there- 
ore he 15 come ; and that before it:was rus 
n:d our Saviour did come, not cnly the 
Jens whotell us he was crucified by Pontius 
Tacit.Annal, Filate, whileſt he was Procurator of Fudea, 
lib.u5. but the Roman Hiſtorians which affure: us 
Hiſtor, Lib.y. there was ſuch a perſon that then did ſuffer, 
Foſep.4e = acknowledge his ſuffering was: long before 
Fl n iſop ,,;." the Emperour Yeſhoſian deſtroyed the Tem- 
Anacaphalges PIE; 58 you may ſee at large by the Autho- 
$1, rittes in. the Margent.. . | 

3- A third conſiderable Propheſie is that 
of the Prophee Daniel, which-expreſly points 
at the time of the Meſſas coming, and: con- 
curres wich our Jeſus; the place is the 9.Cha. 
7,24, Seventy weeks are determined. upon thy 
People, and upon thy boly.City to finiſh the tranſ= 
preſſion, -and to makg an end of fins, and. to 


make 


David Kimkz,R HazariaA=ado» * 
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make retonciliation for iniquity, and to bring in 
everlaſting righteouſneſs; and to ſeal up the Vi. 
fron and Pro bei , and to annoint the moſt Ho 
ly. v.25. Know therefore and underſtand, that 
from the goltg forth of the Commandment to 
reftore and to build Hierufalem znto the Meſſi- 

the Prince, ſhall be ſeven weeks, and three= 
ſeote arid two weeks ; the flrett ſhall be built 
again, and the wall even in troublous times. 
v.26. And after threeſcore and tr2o weeks ſhall 
Meſiah be cut off, but not for bimſelf, and the 
People of the Prince that ſhall come ſhall deftroy 
the City, and the Santtuary, and the end there« 
of ſhall be with a flood, and unto the end of 
the War deſolations are determined. v.27, And 
be ſhall confirm the Covenant with many for one 
week, and in the midſt of the week,, be ſhall 
cauſe the Sacrifice, and Oblation to ceaſe, and 
for the overſprexding of Abominations he ſhall 
makg it deſolate even until the Conſummation, 
.and that determined ſhall be powered upote the 
deſolate, * This Prophefie I ſuppoſe is clearly 
meant of the Meſſiah, becauſe here we have 
not only his Name, but his Sufferings, and 
the account of his Sufferings , not for him- 
ſelf but the People. If now this be a Pro- 
phefie of the Mefſias, as hereafter I ſhall ſhew 
you the ancient Jews confeſs, then this Meſ- 
fias muſt both be come, and cut off before 
the final deftruftion of Hiernſalem , whoſe 
final deſtruftion the very Jews, were t 
not perſeAtly blind, muſt (ce was that of Veſ= 


| paſian, fince which time they have never had 
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Leviticus 25.8. 


Dan.10.2, 


Niþ forte velis (ni haud mul- 
tum refragor non praciie ſu- 
 mendas hebdonidas illas, & 
ante ad juſtum illum' annorum 
mumerum, ſed potins &y mad- 
T4 circum circg numerum 
LXX. quem Dews in Prophctia 
bac retinuerit, non ut ex 4- 
muſſim ſpeFaretur, ſel fomili- 
zudzne aliqui ad LXX, annos 
Cptivitath, lib, 2-pag.169. 
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either the City or Temple. ' That which is 
moſt difficult here is, the dire& time of the 
Meflias cutting off is told us under the name 
of ſo many weeks, which being | for years, 
as we may find it fo uſed in divers places, 
and ſometimes for days, as the Prophet him- 
ſelf doth in the following Chapter , doth 
ſufficiently teach us, that theſe weeks are not 
to be underſtood literally weeks nor day:, 
becauſe both thoſe periods paſſed without 
the fulfilling. of this Prophefie, but years, 
which I told you before, the Scripture ur- 
derſtood by weeks; and then we ſhall find 
this propheſte very exadtly fulfilled in our 
Jeſus, allowing only ſome. few years which 
muſt ariſe from the not knowing the certain 
beginning of this prophehte, I confeſs Hoorn= 
beck, upon this place pleaſeth me well, who 
having b-fore told us , that the diff:rence in 
the beginning of them, have cauſed ſome 
difference in the end ; that ſome have ended 


. them in the Mefliah's Baptiſm, others in his 


paſſion, others in the-deftruftion of the Ci- 
ty, at laſt concludes with this. Unleſs per- 
chance you had rather , which 
Iſuppaſe not much, that theſe 
weeks are not to be taken pre- 
ciſely and ftritly to that juſt 
number of years, but rather 
more Jargely about the number 
of LXX years, which God in 
this propheſte retained ,-.not 
that it ſhould be looked to ex- 
Sas. attly 
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atly, but with ſome ſimilitude-to the LXX 
years of Captivity. I know there are ſome 
endeayouring,, and with great likelihood 
probable to cffe&t it, a demonſtration of this 
propheſie by the Eclipſes z unto theſe I wiſh 
all ſacceſs imaginable, though thus much me 
thinks is ſufficient to ſatisfieany rational man, 
(that the time when exaftly to begin not be- 
ing known, yet if we reckon backwards from 
the birth of our Saviour , and find it come 
very near; and beſides confider that thoſe 
events are paſſed' which were to follow the 
Meſſias cutting off) that this prophefie was 
exattly fulfilled in him. There remains thus 
only to ſhew, that the Ancient Jews under- 
ſtood this place of the Meſſiah. (I need ſay 
nothing that they expeted him then, having 
faid ſufficiently of that before.) Hoornbeck, to 
this purpoſe tells us, that R b. Sandia a Ga- 
07, R.Nahman Gerundenſis, and divers others 
expound this place of the Meſſiah , but at laſt 
he gives Manaſſe Ben Iſraels teſtimony, which 
being very material I ſhall at large quote ic 
out of him. ' But that I might 


adde this of the Interpretation 
of this prophefie , for this is va 
riouſly expounded by the He- 
brews of this Age : Neither let 
this be a wonder to any if there 
be difference of opinions in ſo 
obſcure a propheſie. There are 
therefore rhoſe who take theſe 
70 weeks ſo, that they ſay after 


Verium ut addam illud intey- 
pretationis bujus Propbetie , 
varie ills etiam ab bujus avi 
Hebrgis explicata eft : Neque 
illud mirum cuique videri de- 
bet, fs in Prophetia tam obſcu- 
r4 variens ſententie. Idcarcd 
ſuns qui ita illas ſeptuaginta 
ſeptiman@s accipiunt , us di- 
cant poſt fnem il/larum ventu- 
ram Me po zllos dominos 
ene 
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confliturus ſit 10th mandi. the 6nd of theni the Meſſiah is 


Atque hoc quidem opinati ſunt 
_ uf a fins _ 


tocome; who would confticate 


etverſus Romartos fiiſce " the Teiws Lords of the whok 


At. licet multk 


wins & Earth. And'thits traly all choſe 


Laboribus 0bnoxii. efſett , ni= did imagine that took arms a- 


hilominus ramen 
ſuam in venturo M 
runt, quippe pHtaygnt cli 


Jpn | gainft the, Roman Emperor : 
poſne- akhough they were ob- 


medii in erunnt# confþeftum noxious to many miſerics and 


{ui prabiturum eſſe. Ditafe 
' werba has, ad conſummanidum 


labouts, yet notwithſtanding 
they always placed their hope 


rg TY / Les _ in the Mieſhas that was tu'come, 
: becauſe they thought he would 

bd b | 
or defrag 11 afford the ſtght of Htinmfelf when 
p-175. Hoorn.p. 169, | they were in the midft of their 


miſeries;wherefore theſe words, 
to finiſh the Tranſgreſſions, they ws tar 1h 
that after the expiration-of 70 weeks fims are 
pardoned, I think if a 'Chriftian had writ 
theſe words, he could not more mgennouſly 
have confeſſed the truth. We have here an 
evident Teſtimony that the Jews that lived 
abour the time of the deſtrution of Ferns 
ſalem looked for the Meſlias then to come, 
becauſe they thought Damels period was 
ended ;; ar wry (as I _ often told 
you) EX a temporat Prince, yet 
Hine Ro this propheſſe did: concern the 
. time when he ſhould corme. So that to ſhut 
up* this Argument,” we evidently knowing 
e&veri by their confeſſion, that our Feſis did 
- cone # little before that time that he was 
cuvoff; antl that the Fews'thought Daniels 
_peridd then our, ar which period they- ex« 
pected 


(43) . 
peed him , may be ſufficiently affured, that 
our Meſſias came about the time the Jews ex- 

him. So much for the time i 
the. Propheſies which were fulfilled m him, 
The ſecond branch of this poſition F ſhall 
briefly ſhew ; the brevity I aim at not afford. 
ing me liberty to name all,but the moſt confi- 


. derable, 


2. For the Propheſies, That they were ful- 
filled - ap _ NE 
I, firſt Prophehie of note concerning 
our Saviour, waccke Prophefie of his fore- 
runner, Elias was to come, This we have 
propheſied by Iſaiah , and Malachy, and we 1{4.40.3; 
hind verified in Fobnz Baptift , as our Saviour Mal.4.5. 
tells us. 'Tis true , he denies himfelf to be F%*"+2*+ 
Elias, that is, to be the individual Elias the 
Thesbite, whom the Jews fuppoſed thauld be 
born again,when Fohr came only in the pow- 
er of Elias, Now thatthere was fuch an one 
Foſephus in. his Annals confefſeth , and more- 
over adds, That amongſt the © nnd 
Jenn! there was an opinion _ _ om pug _— 
erods Army was by a ju 
judgment of God Mea —_— _ Bapriſts ? _ 
reaſon of Fohn who was named naur ft. Aunc cum Teirar- 
the Baptiſt ; for this good man cha necauin virum op:imum, 
the Ro thee, who __ 4c oh "7 rote 
e Jews toſtudy Virtue, and ; a: Fat 
moſt rae (4 Piety and Ju- pena Sor mer ayer 
ſtice, and withal to-come to be I have nor the Greek Edition. 
baptized. And fo-he proceeds, 
telling Fobz Baprifts Authority , and the _o 
that 
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that Herod had of him, by reaſon of the great 
concourſe of people that followed him upon 
the account of his piety. 

2. The ſecond prophelie I look on as moſt 
remarkable is that of the Prophet Eſay,There- 
fore the Lord bimſelf ſhall give you a fign, Be- 
bold a Virgin ſhall conceive and bear a ſon, an1 
ſhall call his namelmmanuel, That this pre- 
phefte concerned our Saviour, his birth is ſuf- 
ficient to aſſure us ; but that we may clearly 


underſtand it,here are three things to be con- 


fidered. Firſt, That the word 107 fieni- 
fies a Virgin, and not any woman. Secondly, 
That the other exceptions of the Jews againſt 
this Propheſie are frivolous. And that our 
Saviour was born of a Virgin. 

For the firſt Hriefly-lthe word MDMY is but 
ſeven times in the Old Teſtament, three times 
with the Aﬀix 7, and alwaies fignifies a Vir- 
gin. Abraham's ſervant uſeth this word in 
his prayer, Gen. 24. and certainly he defired 
a'Virgin for his Maſter Tjaac ; beſides, in ver. 
16 we find the Scripture telling us Rebecca 
knew no man, and yet ſhe iscalled nnHy. 1 
repeat not the ſeveral places for brevity. The 
only place which the Jews urge that f1gnifies 
an Harlot, is Prov.30.18,19, The words are 
theſe, There are three things which are too won-= 
derful for me, yea, four which I hnow not ; (ver. 
19.) The way of an Eagle in the Air , 'the way 
of a Serpent upen a Rock; the way of a Ship 
In the milſt of the Sea, and the way of a Man 
with a Maid, Now this they will not allow 

to 
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- tobe a Maid, butan Harlot, becauſe in the 


verſe following the way of an adultereſs wo- 
man 3 deſcribed : Such is the way of an Adul- 
tereſs woman, ſhe eateth and wipeth ber mouth, 
and ſaith,T have done no wickedneſs, And this 
Manaſſe Ben Iſrael and all the Jews objeR. 

In anſwer to this, it is not a neceflary con- 
ſequence,though the twentieth verſe ſpeaks of 
anAdultereſs woman,therefore the nineteenth 
muſt : But on the other fide, the obſcurenels 
to be known rather perſwades it to be a Vir- 
gin thana Whore, whoſe AQions are too 
common to be obſcure. I am ſure, that the : 
word moſt properly fignifies a Virgin may be 
educed of the | det » it being derived 
from © abſcondit, laiu't, to hide, denc- 
ting to us the cuſtom of the Jews, and other 
Eaſtern Nations, in keeping the Virgin from 


, the fight of men, and (if we may credit 
Hoornpeck,) there is no more proper word in ljb.z.c.1.p.225; 


the Hebrew Language to ſignifie a Virgin. 
But allowing,in this place, ic thou d fignifie a 
Whore, here is but one place of ſeven that 
may probably ſ{ignifie ſo. As for the place we 
bavenow in hand, *tis impoſbble it-ſhould be 
ſo interpreted : For the Lord here promiſeth 
a fign to the whole houſe of Iſrael. Now can 
it be imagined , that a woman ſhould bear a 
ſon, ſhould be a fign ? A fign muſt have ſom- 
thing of wonder in it ; and is that at all 
wonderful ? The Text it felf will perſwade 
us to underſtand it of a Virgin, But u 
what account is thisnot to be underſtovd of a 
Virgin ? 
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Virgin? Is it a miracle above the power of - 
Ommnipotency ? Isit impoſlible for God, who 
made all things out of nothing , to make a 
Woman «conceive without a Man ? The Jews 
themſelves believe, That God made Adam our 
of the Earth , Eve out of Adams fide; the 

ews themſelves tell us,that Aarons Rod bloſe 
omed without root; and is this at all more 
a wonder then any of theſe ? let any indiffe- 
rent perſon judge. But however our modern 
Jews interpret it, the Ancients did it by Vir- 


Dial. cum Try. in, as Fuſlim Martyr anfwers 'Tryphou the 


Jud. P-243» 


3 Queſt. in 
Blay 9. 


ew, and as their own Nation in the Septua- 
gint Tranſlation renders it +agbixG& , which 
can fignifie nothing elſe ; and the holy Rabbi 
Hakadoih tells us,the Meſſhas mother muſt-be a 
Virgin, and her name Mary, as he gathered 
out of the Cabaliſts. 
Secondly, Tothis firſt exception the Jews 


add two or three more, which I repeat, ghat I - - 


may make the way clear before me. 
* The firftis, Hew the birth of our Saviour 
by a Virgin, which was to come ſo many ages 
after, cou'd be a fign to Abaz and the houſe 
of Iſrael for his delivery. Unto which is an- 
fwered, firſt, that noe only the exhibiting of 
a fign, but the promifing of a ſign to come 

er is ient, God had often pro- 
miſed a Mefſias ; but how he ſhould be born 
was not yet foretold ; Now the foretelling cf 
that may be a fign. . Beſides another, and a 
more apparent promiſe of the Meflias coming, 
though many ages to follow, might n—_ 

teac 


(47) 
teach them , that God , who would fo won- 
derfully then ſave his people , would not ſuf. 
fer them to be ruined by their enemies, Now, 
of this we have ſame examples; I will name 
but one or two. Samuel gave Saul a fign of 
his being Anointed King, that it was from, 
God, becauſe when he was gone from him, at 


Rachels Sepulchre , he ſhould find men that 3539-10-1,2-3 


would tell him his fathers Afﬀes were found. 


And ſo the fign that God gave Eli of the de. 1 Sam. 2:34» 


ſtruQtion of his Family , was, that his two 
Sans, Hophzi and Phineas,ſhould both dicin a 
day. The Jews ſecond exception is, becauſe 
our Saviours Name was not Emanuel, To 
this is anſwered, *TFis not necefſary his Name 
ſhould be Emanuel , fince his nature was fo, 
ſince he was God witb ws,as his name ſignifies. 
And that names often ſhew the nature, we 
have a moſt remarkable example in the ſame 
Prophet, of the Meſſas alſo; in his ninth cha- 
Fter, ver.6, he tells us, His Name ſhall be cal- 
led Wonderful Counſellors, the Everlaſting Fa- 
ther, the Prince of Peace , which Title will ap- 
pear,to every eye, a deſcription of the nature, 
not of the name of the Meſſias. The laſt ex- 
ception is concerning the words following this 
Propheſie, which are, Butter and Milk, ſhall he 
eat, and how they are verified in our Saviour; 
in which there is'no repugnancy , but that 
he ſhould be educated as other Children are ; 
and that before theChild ſhould know cither 
good or evil,” the enemies of Fudea.thall 
be deſtroyed, 
3. That 
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' 3: That our Saviour was born of a Vir= 
gin. Againſt the Jews I have this to fay; 
That we have the ſame, and as great Autho- 
rity, nay greater then they have, to prove 
the Miracles of Mes or any of. the Pro- 
phets : For what Authority beſides the 
Books of Scripture, and the conſtant atte- 
ſtation of their own Nation in ſeveral Ages, 
can the Jews produce ? And have not we 
much more ? That our Saviour ſhould be 
born of a Virgin I have ſhewed you was pro- 
hefied ; That he was born of a Virgin, we 
ave the four Evangelifts to atteſt it ; and in 
anſwer to the conſtant Tradition of their 
ſingle Nation for their Miracles, we have the 
conſtant witneſs of all Chriſtians , not only 
of one but of every Nation, nay of the con- 
victed Jews. The firſt publiſhers of Chri- 
ſtianity were Jews, and they witneſſed this ; 
ſo that we have part of their Nation divided 
againſt themſelves : And that the Chriſtians 


; always believed this, the Articles of their 


Creed will inform us. Now if the Jews 
think it reaſonable we ſhould believe the 
Miracles of their Prophets, have thiey not 
the ſame, or greater reaſon to believe this 
miraculous Birth of our Saviour ? But to 
this Iet me adde; Secondly, If the Virgin 
Miry was not a Virgin when ſhe brought 
forth our Saviour, why was ſhe not puniſhed 
for an Adultereſs 2 For Foſeph we know de- 
nied Jeſus to be his Son, the Law command- 
ed an Adultereſs to be put to death, the 
Jews 
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GY. 
ws wanted not malice to have- uted_ 
,-nor (had ſhe been guilty) oh har 
wiſhed her. If in this particular there had 
the leaſt of faulr in this blefled Virgin, 
the Phariſees had had too great an advantage 
to! have :let-it flip. Joſeph ' might eafily 
have been 'the' Plamtift , the Phariſees her 
Enemies the Judges, and yer we ſee her un- 
tonched , becauſe immaculate and without 
pc Now is not this a more then probable 
rgument' to convince a man of this truth. 
If we conſider the fury and malice the Jews 
proſecuted our Saviour with , the hatred 
they bore the Apoſtles, the perſecutions they 
raiſed againſt all Chriſtians,. can we ratio. 
nally ſuppoſe this bleſſed Virgin 'the” Mother 
of our Jeſus, ſhoald'paſs without their no- 
tice, had they not been affured of the truth 
of her Virginity, and believed their further 
enquiries would have advanced the Chriſti= 
ans Faith, andaboliſhed theirs? Bur in the 
third place let me adde what Sridas tells me 
of the great Secret Theodofius the' Jew told 
Philip a Chriſtian Merchant concerning our 
Saviour ; which being too large here” to re- 
peat,-I (hall contra& the ſunv of it*mto as 
few words as I can. In thetime of the Em- 
perour Fnſtinian, there was one Theodofius a 
chief man amongſt the Jews, that was inti- 
mate with Philip a Chriſtian Merchant:This 
intimacie being great betweerr thenn, *Philzp 
attempted, out of the love he bare-him, to 
eonvert him ta _— which _— .. 
| 1s 


— — 


+ 
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w ſeelng, and perceiving this attempt pro- 
aol p10. of the” affetion he wn 


to him, told: him plainly ,: that.it was vain- 
and ambition were the only cauſe kept 
him a Jew, that he was a chief mana 
his people's. when amongſt Chriſtians ' be 
ſhould be inconſiderable; but-yet withal he 
told him, that out of gratitude_to him he 
would reveal a Secret ot his Nation, which 
would be very advantagious to the Chrifti- 
an Religion. - In the Temple of Hierſalem 
(faith he)there- were 22 Ordinary Prie! 
of which number when any dicd the remain» 
der' proceeded: to the Eleftion of another : 
One of the number dying, the Survivoure, 
according;to their cuſtome-, proceeded to an 
Ele&ion, and; divers beirig named, and ci= 
ther for their manners or abilities not appro» 
ved of, atlaſt one of the: youngeſt amongſt 


them having liberty to propoſed Fee 
fs the Soni of Foſeph | > ae. , En 


was inferiour to none but nage, nay excel'- 


ed themall; Againſt our Savionr there was 
only this Qbjc&ion, that he was not of the 
Tribe: ofs Levi, Foſeph being of the Tribe 
of F#dah; unto. which: was replyed , that 
anciently the 'Eribe of Lexi and Fudeb did 
wtermingle one amongſt another , ſo. thax 


Foſeph was: of both. Tribesz- which anſwer 
"4445+ 


p ſaxifatory all concurred im him; 
Now it being the cuftome upon the Regiſt- 
ring, of the Prieſts name, to. ſee. down both 
hi Fathers and Mothers name , they under-= 


ng 
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ſtanding before by the Propoſer of him, that 
his Father Joſeph was dead, thought fit' to 
ſend for Mary his Mother , to exariins her 3F 
he was her Sdn, and'to underſtandthe name 
of her twband; which being done - Mary 
catne to them,/ and they telling her the ca- 
ſtome of Regiteing both the name of her 
Son, ' and of his Patents, demanded whe- 
ther he was her Son: The Virgin anfwered, 
he is my Son, and there are yet living both 
mer arid women tliat car atteſt it ; bur for 
his father he hath none upon earth; and fo 
rehting the ſtory of the Angels faking her 
in Galile2, and withal affuring theft, thar 
notwichſtariding this Birth ſhe was fill a 
v_ ; they thought fit to ſend for faichful 

{wives to examine the trath of this. The 


— Midwives being comie, foutid her, as [he re- 


ported, {till a Virgin; and withal there came 
ſome alfo that witneſſed her bearing Jefus : 
Thi amazing thern all they defited rhe Vir- 
gm Mary frankly to'tell them whoſe Son he 
was; ſhe told theny he was her Son; and 
the Son of Got: Which thins being fieard, 
they ferched otir the Book, ard wrote down; 
This day this Prieſt dyed, the Son of this 
Father and Mother, - and by the -corhnion 
conferit of all is pat into his place Feſj the 
Son of the living God, arid the Virgni Mary. 
Arid this Book ( faich Thevzoſits) was kept 
by the chief of the" Jews frorn being, raken 
at Hieywſalem, avid is now preſerved ini the 
City of Tyberiss; aritt this was revealed to 

E e me, 


E(4 11, 1, 10, E/ay's Prophelics : There ſhall came forth a 


(52) 
me. . Philip all this whjle hearing this ſtory, 
told. Theodofixs he would. aoquaie the Fa? 
rour that-he might ſend to ons and pub- 
liſh this Book, to convince the- Jews of their 
 incredulity: Unto which the Jew replyed, 
*tis to no- end,: for the Jews. will burn the 
Book,.and;-you will only: by-it deſtroy our 
Nation / by. Wars, and not obtain your de- 
fire. This (faith-he) I tell you that you may: | 
believe L have a great afte&ion fur you. This 
ſtory Suidas tells us in the name of Feſws, and 
that'they. received it from thoſe 'to whom 
Philip.told it; and withal addes, without he 
had beennominated ahd'conſtituted a Prieſt, | 
the Foun would not have ſuffered him to have Þ 
performed any ſacred Office in the Temple. 
And that he did ſo, Foſephus confeſieth in his 
Book of the deſtruftion of Hierwſalem , and 
Lake cap. 4.v.16. mentioneth. Thus much | 
Suida.. | canfay. nothing; more to confirm 
this Teſtimony, but what theſe excellent | 
Compilers ſay tor it themſelves, only. thus | 
much ; It ſeems. too pun&ual to be forged ; ! 
and that the Jearned' Reporters firmly belie= | 
ved it, as inthe laſt words they tell us, may 
perſwade us to do fo too. . = 

3- Of. this Prophefie I have been the lar- | 
ger, becauſe I find both fromthe Atheiſts and 
Jews ſuch oppoſition to it. | I ſhall proceed 
to name others, and only name them. The 
Meſlias was.to.come of To Tribe of 7#dab, 
and of 'the Family of David according to 
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Rod out of the: flemme of Jelle, and 'a Branch 


| ſhall grow out of bis-roots , and the Spirit of 


the Lord ſhall reſt upon him : And again, In 

that day there ſhall be a root of Jeſſe , which 

ſhall ftand for 'an Enfign of the people, wnts it | 
ſhall the Gentiles ſetk,, and bis: veſt ſhall 'be '-+ 
plotiow. \Now*this'we. find verified” in 'our ay ;- 
Saviour, as the: Evangelifts teach "UF, The z Het.14. 
Neſlias was to be/bornat Bethlem,” a8 we'may 

ſcenot only by Micab's prophefie :* And thou Micab y v.z, 
Bethlem Fokram: though thou beeſt little a 

mongſt the thouſands of Judah, 'yetoxt of thee 
ſhall he come forth unto me, that is, to'be Ruler 

in Iſrael ; 'whoſe goings forth have been- from 

old;” from everlaſting';” But from” the Jews 
themſelves,as'S; hs tells us,being' fcanda- 

lizedrat him,as it he had been born in Galilee, 
demanded, Shall Chriſt come ont of Galilee, fobn 5, 41.41 
bath not the Scripture ſaid that Chriſt cometh of 

the Seed of David, and out of the Town of 

Bethlem where David was? And the Jews 
fince Chriſts coming acknowledge Bethlem to 

be theplace of his Birth, as R. Selomo Far- 

chi, Rab, David Kimki , Rab. Elieza, and 

others. Now that our Saviour was born at 
Bethlemthe Evangeliſts teach us, and withal , ,,, ;, 


the occaſion of her leaving Nazareth in Ga- 


lilee, that according tothe Emperour Anu2u- 


tus commands' Foſeph and his eſpouſed wite 


Mary might be taxed with the reſt of their 
kindred at Bethlem in Fudea, being that they 


were of the Houſe and Lineage of David. 1 


might particularize many more, but I ſhall 
E 3 | proceed 


Tſa{.c.5 3.v.23- 
.., when. weſhall foe him, there 'is no, beauty 
11, we ſhould deſire bim: And be is deſpiſed and 
_ rejeced, of all men, And we may find; the 


+..i:, Apaſtle teaching 


Phil.2.6,7- 


Ma8.13:53e) 


Iſai.s 3-3 : 


Zach.r1.12, 


Mat.26.1 Fo 


Tſai.$3-3+ _. 
'_ © " lay, He war woarnnded for own trauſureſſions ; If 


21.12.10. 
Pſal.2.2.16, 


Fobn 20.25. 


P[al.22, 


($4) 
proceed to his ſufferings, becauſe I find that 
did ſo much tumble the Jews... | 

4. Lauder this of ſufferings we may canis 
der the mean'conditian he lived in, which 
we find evidently forctold by the Prophet 
Eſay: He both no form and. comelineſs , _ 
tat 


g us, that he was in 
the Form of God , and thought it no robbes. 
ry to be equel with God , Tet he made himſelf 
of no reputation, and took, up him the form 
of 4 Servant, We ſee he lived under! the 
commang of- his parents for 30 years ,, who 
were byt of mean. profeſſion ,” and upon:this 
account many. were 'ſeandalized by hint; as 


- S, M«tthew tells.us: Nay this contempt: of 


him was fo groat, that wemuſt acknowledge 
i talglied, That be mas a man of ſorrows, and 
4cquainzed; with grief , 'as. Efay faretold of 
him.. ' Adde to this his- ſuffexinge, in which 
every -panticular we ſhall find forsto'd:': i 
Zachary tell us, They weighed for my jnice 30 
preces off ſilver; $. Mymtbew will-ſhew us, that 
Fug (lg Jeſus at the fame rac: If [aich 


Zachary, ; They frall look whon him. mhom.1bey 
have pierced; ;-If the et David more par- 
ticularly,” Tbey hage trerced my. hands and: my 
feet ; ; The Evangeliſt wilk ſhew us, how he 
was faſtned;to.the Craſe,, and Jets hinelt 
the print of the naile. -Þ Pow ay, My Gid; 

A my 


. Jn, i 
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my God,why haft thou forſaken me ! the Son of 


David will fay , Eli, Eli, lama-ſabalthani{ Ma.17.46. 
Let 1{aiah: ay, He was numbred with the 1ſ1.$8.11. 


 Tranjgreſſowrs , and-you ſhall find him cruci- Mar.1 5.27. 


fied between'two Thieves , owe on the right 
hand, the other 0n the left, - If the Plalmiſt Pſe!.6g.z1, 
tells us, Ini my-thirſt they gave me, vinegar to 
drink , you [hall-find in the.Evarigelift, Fe. Fobn 19.28. 

, that the Scripture might be y aid; 

it 

with Vinegar, and put it in a reed, and gave 
it bim to drink, If you read in the Pſalmiſt, Pſal.2z.13, 
They part my garments among them, and caft | 
Jars upon my veſtwreg the Souldiers ſhall falfill | 
it, Who tadk bid garments and madefonr parts, Fobn 19.23, 24 
every Soldier bis part, and alſs bis Coat : Noywp 
the Coat wat withont ſeam, woven from the t0p 
throxghout i They ſaid therefore amongſt them 
ſelves, Let us not rent it, but eaſt lots for it 
whoſe it ſhall be, And laſtly , Jet 1/aiob tel 114yc1.,9 
us, He ſhall be. brought like a' Lamb: to the | 
faughter,; and be cut off out of the Tax of the 
tiving , All the Evangelifts will tell us, how 
like a Lamb he ſuffered , not opening his 
mouth,  Tothefe ket me adde his- ſufferings 
after his death.  1/aiab tells us, He made bis 1[4.5,.9. 
grave. with the wickgd ; and, the Evangeliſt ” 
dls us, He was buried in the Tomb of Joſeph 
of Arimathes. It Hoſea tells us, After two Hoſ.6.1. 
days be will ttvive us, and the third day be will 
raiſe ws up1,; we ſhall find our Saviour by his 
Refurge&tion will not only revive bug raiſe 


uall, 
E 4 5, And 
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*'*'5 And this we have done with the ſuffer. 


ings of our Saviour before, in, and after his 


.-:»* 1 Paſſion, and -ſhewed you howall the Prophe- 
*,? 1." fnes were fulfilled'in him. © Before I come to 


© *® + * 


_ treat againſt the Jews, I ſhallſhew you how 
'* > our Saviour was a King 


» a Ruler, aCaptain, 
and executed that ſpiritually which the Jews 
mderftanding. of a temporal Prince, were 
both deceived in their expeRtation, and fru- . 
ſtrated in their hopes. The Meflias wasto be 
a Leader and Commatlder of the People,as Iſaiab 


"2 tells u3; A Prince, as Daniel ,. A Ruler of the 


People , as Micah, ' His Dominion was to be 
from Sea to Sea, 'and from the River unto the 


- ends of the Earth. They that dwell in the 


Wilderneſs-were to bow before him, and his 
Enemies wereto lick the duſt. iFhe Kings of 


P/.733,910-Tarſhiſh and the Iſles were 10 bring preſents, 


The Kings of Sheba and Seba were to offer 


3.7, 4.17 guiſes. Yea, all Kings were to-fall down be- 


Pſa.68.18. 


Mat.:18,18, 


3 Cor.15.26, ©: 


zCor.15, 


 atly performing 


fore him ; allNations were toferve him: .So 


* the Pſalmiſt'' The Meſſias was to aſcend og 


hieh, atid to ſead captiviry captive, and tore- 
cetve guitts formen, as David t us. T'o 
name no more, we ſhall find our Saviour-ex- 
f all cheſe Prophefies, Who 
fitter to be a King than he to-whom all power 
both in Heaven and Earth was :given?. Who 
fitter 20 raignthen' he that ſhall deftroy all our 
Enemies ; yea, our laſt Enemy, Death Who 
fitter for Commander of his people than he, 
who having fpailed Principalities' and Pow. 
Frs, made a ſhew of them openly, criumphing 


Over 
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over them in it > What Dominion is like our 
Saviours, which for duration hath no other 
bounds but Eternity, and, for extent,hath no 
limitation but what he pleaſeth 2 Who more 

rly a Conquerour than he that overcame Rev.18.18, 
Hell , chained the Devil, and conquered ——_— 
death ? Ina word, 'our Saviour was to be a mts 
Prophet ; 4 Prophet, faitſt Moſes, - ſpall the 
Lord God raiſe untothee : A Prieſt , and that 
after the Order of Melchiſedech , as David Pſ.110.4. 
teacheth us : And a King to conquer and ſub- 
due his Enemie*. Now who more a Prophet 


| to teach the way of Salvation, than he that 


was the way himſelf} Who more a Prieft than F#b.14.6, 
he, who offered himſelf a Sacrifice for his peo- 5.72427, 

ple 2 And who more a King than he that muſt ny 

cx till he hath put-all things under his » Cor-15.25. 
cet ? 

Toconclude, Itis evident the Meſlias was 
to ſuffer, and undergo what ſufferings were 
foretold of him; and cf this the Jews them- 
ſelyes'were no: ways ignorant, as may appear 
by their imagining a double Meſlias ,, the one 
a ſuffering , ' the other a conquering Prince 
the one the ſon of Foſeph, the other.th: ſon of 
David, the one was to. be flain', fighting a- 
gainſt Gog and Magog, the other , ſucceeding 
him, was to obtain. the Kingdom: Theſe 
dreams the Targum in Zach.g.9. and:in Mala- 
cy 3.1.: Farchi Abravanel , and all the . Jews | 
expound to us, as Hoornbeck teacheth me; and 1i.3-3.1.p.240. 


that remarkable place in Zach. 12.10. They 


pierced my bands and my feet, they as 
0 


Theſis 5, 
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of their Meſfias Ber Foſeph, The whole flor 
of this Meffias of theirs you may find repeat 
by Hooynbeck,; but *ris too large, and too fri- 
volous for me to tranſcribe out of hims All 
that from the premiſes I can gather is this, 


That the Jews, rather than they wonld ima- 


ine the for of David to be a ſpiritmal-Prince, 
rather then they would believe they ſhould 
not temporally be delivered, and throtgh the 
conduCt of the Meſſias conquer the Earth; and 
by no means knowing how to ſolve thoſe pre« 
di&ions which foretel his fifferings, would 
feign a double Meffras, of which there is n6 
footſteps in Scripture, So that this advantage 
we Chriſtians have,to prove that onr Saviour 
( having both done and ſuffered whatever 
was foretold of the Meſſias ; nay, in his Con- 
queſts far exceeded what the greateſt carthly 
C rour ever reached to, by fubduing that ' 
which overcamethemal}l, even Death ie ſelf) 


ought to be admitted as the only Meſſiasof the 
- world and the Jews, if their Infideliry a- 


mounted not to obftinacy, muſt neceſſartly be 
convinced , that he who was able to 
what, and more then they expefted of their 
double Meffias, ought to be received as the on- 
ly Saviour of the world. eg 
The fifth Thefis T lay down is this, -That 
the Religion delivered by Jeſus ChiM-1s, 


where it ts nct above reaſon, moſt reaſortable, 


and uport the Principles of Reafon ought to be 
aki: Where it is above the reach of 
Reafon, and depends upon: the Authority & 

the 


Lhave _ a R_—_ fo Rent Shile to handle 

part ot it will require a- far ter 
b_—_ in this. diſcourſe ru [ aim ar, "| ſhall 
but. touch — firſt part of this Theſis, 
and handle that of Miracles more largely; and 
my reaſon is, becauſe I find Miracles may per- 
twade men when Arguments cannot. Caligula 
feared not the Gods till they thundered ; and 
fear is ſuch a paſſion that it alwa wades 


more then the greateſt Rhetorick, For our -- - 


underflandingthis; we muſt confider there are 
ewa forts of: Precepts, Natural, and Poſitive. 
Tho: firſt of: theſe Nature imprints in every 
man ;z the pp —_ cach _ 
giver , upon his-own A ity, injoyng} his 
Diſciples, / This rf of theſe weare bound © 
do, as men;;! the ſeeand, as Chriſtians. The 
heit of theſe weare bound to obſerve, becauſe 
to that end/ we were created ; The ſecond, 
which we admit upon the authoricy of the 
Lawgiver , weareto obey upon the fame rea- 
fon, and jor that very account as we admit 
him our Lawgiver ; and fo'that which Per= 
fwades us 10-be fiich an ones Diſciples, muſt 
perſwade us:tor: his pofitive Commands. 
And fo upon this feore we ought to believe 
thoſe future rewards which arc promiſed;Now 
though theſe' poſitive s anc | 
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air bleſſed Saviour hath taugheus, ave lia hs 
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commands molt excellent, and inthe rewards; 
to a rational Soul moſt (nay only) fatisfafto< 
and ſ0,upen that account carry along with 
them ſtrength enough to perſwade obedience ; 
yet thoſe ſeveral confirmations of -the miracles 
which forced the world to be Chriſts Diſci- 
ples, myſt alfa force it to; obey what he com- 
mands, -and to believe whatihe promiſeth. -: ' 
,;Theſe Natural Preceptsare that Law which 
all the world have 'ever been obliged to ob- 
ſerve, whether you will call them the ſeven 
Precepts of Noah,or the Ten Commandments, 
or reduce them, as our Saviour:doth, into two 


Mat.22. 35,39; Commandements, Thox: ſpalt love the Lord 


thy God with all thy beart,and with all thy ſoul, 
and all thy mind; and thou ſhalt love thy neigh- 
bour as thy.;ſelf.. For to him that ponders 
them it will appear, that they:are all but one 
and the ſame, Law ; and-that'cach of theſe 
Precepts natural Reaſon it ſelf will perſwade 
us to obey. . And-though in' the fourth Com- 
- mandement the poſitive time. of ſerving God 
is by many believed a peculiar injun&ion, ap- 
propriated tothat Nation as alfo that parti- 
. cular exhibitionof this Law, as it is delivered 
in Exodus 20.: 1s upon the-ſame account : Yet 

all theſe Commandments. containing in them 
" nothing but what is natural', and obliged the 
world before. this delivery ; and the fourth 
- containing ih it that which'all Nations that 
ever owned a God, praiſed ; to wit, that 
ſome time muſt be ſetapart for his ſervice, do 
fufficiently afſure us they are bit another Edi- 


tion 
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tion, or ſctting forth of that Law which Na. | 
ture teacheth- every man to obſerve. Now 
becauſe the ten Commandments ſeem to be 
the largeſticopy of this natural Law, 1 ſhall 
briefly examine them, and ſhall ſhew you that 
reaſon commands them to be obeyed upon na- 


+ tural xrinciplee. 


That there is a God, is a. thing ſo natural 
that there never yet was any Nation that ſer. 
ved not ſome Deity or other, ' There have 
been Nations found out that lived without 
Laws ; but never any that lived without Gods. 
Divers Nations have lived without King, and 
without houſe, going ſtark naked , and wan- 
dring like wild beaſts , from place to place, to 
find their ſuſtenance; yet none of theſe but 
have had ſome ſpice of Religion, ſome God 
or other they ſerved : From whence it is af- 

t, That it is more natural to believe there 
1s a God, than for a man to be a ſociable crea- | | 
ture , than fora man by cloaths to preſerve | 
himſelf from the injury of weather , or by 
houſes to fix himſelf ina ſetled condition. 

The next gradation I follow, is', That 

thereis or can be but one God. For if God 

be Omnipotent, there can be but one Omni- 

potent Power , becauſe two' Omnipotents 

"cannot ſubfiſt together, And the reaſon is, 
Either their Wills are different, 'or alike ; If 

different, then ow the principle of Omni- 

potency, cach-of their Wills. muſt be effeCt- 

ed, and ſo contradiQories muſt-ſubfaſt toge-' 

ther, which is impollible : If alike, then up- 
on 


w1oy. Toms. inter opera Pla- 
ronis, Ep. I 3» 


on what reaſon can a man imagine therd 


ſhould be more Omnipotency , which one if. 


he be Onmipotent can effe&? *Tis a Maxime 
in Nature, That 34 is in v4irs to ds that by thas 


ny which we can do by few,': This poſition . 


hath in the world had a g though not 
an Univerſal conſent. Ns. rae afirmed it, 
238 Cie:ro tells me. Socrates was forced to 
drink poylon for the belief of one God., as 


Agellius tells me: And Plato Socrater's Scholar, 
in his x3 Ep. to Dionyſiws the King of Sicily, 


(if the Epiſtle be his, and if not, *tis as an- 
cient) telling the King that he was by | 
put upon writing,, which he could not 
avoid , at laſt gave him this Note to know 

his Epiſtles by. My ſerious Epi- 


The & anole; *Emteediss files God begin, thoſe that are 

X# > I4o? NN tis  therwile the Gods, I muſt but 
touch things.that I may go 

OE” Ns" yJgo 


If then there be but one Gad,, one Omni- 
potent power,, who is the Authour and Pre- 
ſerver of all things, then i ts moſt reaſona- 
ble, thax this otie God, and this God alone 
ſhould be ferved, The reafon of homage 
and ſervice ismeerly a grateful return for be- 
nefits received : Now if alt that we are and 
have come front this God, ought we not on- 
wo ſerve and to: do our —_ os him? 

e-.count it. arhongft us 1 ' man 
to ſerve two: Maſters,. ns fuppoſe it 


poſſible or rational for a man'to jor! Idols, 


and Creatures, thoſe things which in cthem- 
{clves 
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ſelves are inferiour tous, in our ſacred ado= 
rations af God >? The reafon why we ſerve 
God is, becauſe he is that Omnipctent pow- 
er which made us, the Authour of our being 
and prejcrvation, and can we believe it #qui= 
tabk for us to __— _ between an 
impotent Creature and an Onmipoteut 
lies our Devotions with the wag —_ 
own hands, which are fo far from preſerving 
us, that jt is in our power to deftroy them. 

. To: proceed, as this God is only to be 
ſerved, ſo upon the former account it is um- 
pious for us to ſpeak flightly of him, of his 
Name, and of his Attributes. The Name 
of God commands awe and reverence. See 
what Devotions and dread the Heathens bore 
totheir ſppoſed Gods, and ſhall not we do 
much/ more to the: true ? But certainly *tis 
moſt rational not'to. uſe the Name of God, 
and call bis Majeſty to be a witneſs to our 
fooliſh Qaihs, mach leſs to our perjuries, 
'Ouxz Gropnnoer; And fo our Savienur ex 
pownds this third Commandment, This laſt 


| 18a fin, as I have often thought with my (elf, - 


chat flies in. the face of God, nay, that de- 


nies him to be a God: For certainly he thae - 
uſeth Gods Name,, and calls him to be a wite | 
nels torfuch a promiſe,” by the breaking ob it | 


doth declare, that. God (in whoſe prefence 
he-made it) cisher did not regard' what he 
promiſcthy, or is not able ſeyerely- to: puniſh 
the non-performance. _ But ro go on; as: this 
God:isonly to-be ſerved, and: to- be; had in 
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reverence of all that call upon him; fo it is 
aneceſſary deduCtion from the premiſes, that 
there-muſt be ſome time ſer apart for his Ser 
vice. And though ſhould allow the ſeventh 
day, nay the ſeventh partof our time to be a 
Law particular to that Jewiſh Nation; yet 
certainly if the Jews,who lived under the bur- 
en of ſo many Ceremonies, and defired to 
/ | ſee even- that which we enjoy, were com- 
; / manded to ſet apart ſo much of theirtime, as 
| / a ſeventh part for Gods Service, 'tis not rea- 
' ſonable for us who have received more to do 
leſs; butas we exceed them in mercies, ſo we 
ought to exceed them in our Services, 
Thus we may ſee the firſt Table contains in 
it nothing elſe but what he that will be raled 
by reaſon muſt be forced to obey. That 
which the ſecond Table enjoyns us are duties 
that concernourſelves, ſo that theſe princi- 
ples muſt appedr rational even to Atheifts and 
Scepticks, bom in the obſervation of them 
ſociety is upheld, propriety maintained, and 
men are prevented for degenerating into 
Beaſts. 
- Theſe Commands are in number 6. the 
firſt an affirmative Precept , the laſt 5 Nega- 
tive, The firſt five are ſo natural, that I 
ſhall forbear to ſay any thing of them, be- 
cauſe he that conſiders them muſt know, they 
are that Pale of Commutative and Difſtribu- 
tive Juſtice which preſerves Mankind from 
deſtroying themſelves, The laſt, Thou ſhalt 


z0t covet, ſeems to carry in it ſomewhat _- 
| then 
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then Nature teacheth ; but TI think upapi due 
examination it will appear otherwiſe : For 
X to defire another mans goods when we know 
| we cannot have them, muſt either put us up- 
| on unjuſt endeavours for them, or elſe#tor- 
ture our minds that we cannot obtain them. 
* # If now Nature it (lf teach us to do as we 
L would be done to, if we would not have 
others covet what we have, we muſt not co- 
, vet what is another mans. The great. Obje- 
Aion againſt the Naturality of this Com- 
mandment, is from that Speech of the Apo- 
ſtle; I had not known luſt except the Law bad 
ſaid; Thou ſhalt not covet, 1 ſhall not re- 
| t you many Expoſitions of the place,Bezz 
8 Ras: 
| therefore (faith he) the Apoſtle Ru5d iginm ſubjects Apoſte- 
addes , that he at laſt learnt mg urns a + 
| that Covetouſneſs was a fin,out dicifſe ; Cupiditatem le pec= 
of that precept of that divine catum , nou eft ſimplicitey @ 
Law, is not fimply or abſo- «bſolute accipiendum , ſed du- 
| lutely to. be taken, bur ina py ay 1 
| double reſpe&t : viz, as in that expreſſi s Go 
divine given Law all Covetouſ- damnaur , quam illa naturali 
neſs is more exprefly condemn- lege, 3um quod vitioſsras ills 
ed then in that Natural Law, **fr« Cuptditatem noſtrem 
then becauſe our vitioſity , by a 6 = 4" "HU I 
how much it openly reproves ; 
our Covetouſneſs, by ſo much it more vehe- 
menfly enflames it. But I need not preſs 
this hor any other Expoſition, if go love our 
Neighbours as our ſelf be a natural Precept, 
fince the Apoſtle tells - in the ſame Eptltle : Rom.x 3.9.9; 
For 
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For this, Thou ſhalt not cunmit adultery, Thot 

ſhalt not kill, Thou ſhalt not fleal, Thou ſhalt 
not bear falſe wimeſ5, Thou ſhalt not covet : 
And if there be any other Commandement, it is 
briefly comprehended in this ſaying , namely , 
Thou ſhalt love thy Neighbour as thy ſelf, Thus 
briefly I have examined theſe Natural Pre- 
cepts. 

Our Saviour that great and moſt excellent 
Law-giver hath advanced them higher. Now 
becauſe theſe advancements are to be evinced 
out of Reaſon, I ſhall not preſs their obedi- 
ence upon the authortty of the Law-giver. 
I ſhall name the chief of them. 

' I. The Commandement Thow ſhalt not 
kill, Mat.s,v.21. to the 27, our Saviour hath 
advanced to this height, thar it prohibites 
the very being angry with our brother; nay, 
cauſleſs anger is forbidden, though it go mo 
further then the breaſt, much more if it pro= 
ceed to the tongue, or fall into violent rail- 
ings. | | 

T The ſecond Command rent that is ad» 
vanced is , Thow ſhalt not commit Adultery, | 

Mat.q.v.27.31, Now this our Saviour hath reduced to the 
| very thoughts ; we muſt not have an adulte= 
rous thought. Join Martyr preffeth the 
excellency of Chriſtian Religion from this 
003 ubrey 3 diy hore IT Command, For he that 
0 WOrXevoar Buns . £ 

Ap. 2, SG mo" Saviour, but he that hath a de- 
fire to commit adultery, he mr 

t 
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hath but an adulterous thoughr, 
3. Another advancement is the taking 
away the Law of Retaliation and Revenge. 
This doing good for evil is the excellency of ._.\, _ 
Chriſtian Religion: And in this particular + -- 
amongf other things Chriſtianity vaſtly ex- 
celled the ftriteft Heathen Morality; See 
what Ariſtotle faith of this point. It is ſer- 
vide co ſuffer evil treating, Cr- 
cero alſo in his Book de Inventi- 
oe placeth Revenge amo 
Natural Principles. 2d pra [RY : 
he aith, I hate the man, and O47 bominem, & olero, uti- 
will hate, would I could be re. 54 #{ciſct paſſem. Ec in An- 
« tanium. Sic ulciſcar facivors 
venged. And againit Anthony ; gauu quemadmodum 2 qui- 
Sol will revenge every wick. b que ſum provecatue. 
edne(s , according to the man- 
ner as I am provoked, 
Under. theſe three heads are comprehend- 
| edall the advancements our Saviour hath 
put apon this Moral Law ; and let us exa- 
mine them, and we ſhall find thenv highly 
reaſonable, and not only ſo, bur moſt excel- 
+ Tent: For that which makes the Subjeft moſt 
pure, and moſt happy , hath in'ic ſelf the 
greateſt reaſon to command obedience, 
h Now upen this foundation letus examine 
the twokeft, which forbids murderons and 
| adulterous thowphes, as well as the ations. . 
Are not theſe choughys the cauſes of the afti- —\, 
ons? and is there any poflibiliry totally to 404 
rake awayghe effeft;-if we remove not the 
cauſe ? Befidesevery man conlifts. of x'Soul 


F 2 and 
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and a body; by ations the body is defiled, 
the contamination that accrues to the Saul is 


/ © from the thoughts , where every wickedneſs 


is hatched before it is produced to at : Now 
is therenot more reaſon to keep the Soul 
pure then the body, in as much as it is the 
moſt excellent part of men ? and that. if we 
keep out wickedneſs there, we ſhall keep the 
bats from aCing it. If Nature then com- 
mands us to abſtain from ſuch ations , doth 
it not command us to abſtain from the cauſes 
of them ? If Nature teacheth purity in the 
body the worſer part , doth it not require it 
upon greater reaſon in the more excellent 
part? I can but touch theſe things. The 
third iz, the taking away Revenge, and not 
only that , but a returning good for evil. 
And is it not in it ſelf the greateſt, viſtory to 
make our enemies acknowledge they have 
wronged us ? Injuries, Tacitus tells us , Ag- 


/ _.- nite videntur, ſprete exoleſcunt ; they are 


ſeen by our taking notice of them, but va- 
niſh if we deſpiſe them. Was this counſel 
for a Heathen , and is it rational for a Chri- * 
ſian to ſtudy Revenge 2 Confider the nature 
of it: Revenge is a defire to do another an 
injury, becauſe he ſerved me ſo. Very good 
reaſon. Then if.a wicked man hath robbed 
me, .I muſt turn Thief too to rob him ; IF I 
have been reviled and railed at, I muſt doſo 
too, There is in every Revenge that which 
in it ſelf '3 unjuſt : For 'tis the jnjuries and 
unjuſt actions a man hath done, VO 
the 


(69) 
the party injured a defire of revenge: Now 
to be revenged of him is to ſerve him {© too, 
to dohim the like or a worſe turn: Is not 
this a rare foundation to advance humanity 
on ? But on the other fide, let us confider, _ 
what great advantages we obtain by doing - 
good for evil ; now that which is moſt ad- 
vantagious to Mankind, is moſt natural and 
reaſonable : For beſides that we ſhall over- 
come our Enemies by heaping Coals of fire 
upon his head , we ſhall obtain peace with 
I men ; what man will wrong us that do 
Fs = and injure none ? 85 inimices j Fe 
If (Gith Tertwllian) we are com- 5 inimicos jubemur diligere, 
manded to love JV Enemies, jprpt uae banc dh ell 
whom have we to hate? If we ec de faffo pares ſumma, quem 
are forbidden to revenge our poſſumas ledere ? Apol.cap.36. 
injuries, we cannot by our a&ti- 
ons be equal with them whom we may hurt. _ 
Is not now this principle moſt reaſonable, 
which frees us from injuſtice, makes our ene= 
mies our friznds, and eftabliſheth peace upon / 
laſting foundations? I refer this to any in- 
different Judge, 
Theſe Precepts upon the Principles of Na- 
ture being evinced reaſonable , the next 
thing we muſt confider is, whether we have 
obeyed them : For if reaſon commands them, 
a rational-man upon the breach of them muſt 
acknowledge , he deſerves puniſhment, be- 
cauſe inſo doing he hath deſtroyed the end 
of his Creation, as to God, and the means 


cf his ſubſiſting, asto man, 
F 3 This 


Heb.11.6, 
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This his meritin ment will ap- 
pear more evidens, if we confider, that ng 
on the ſame reaſon as he believes there, is a 
God, he muſt believe this God doth either 
reward or puniſh obedience or diſobedience 
ro that Natural Law which is imprinted in 
every mans heart. For reward and puniſh- 
ments are neceflary Adjun&s toa Deity. The 
Apoſtle joyns this to the belief of God, as 
a thing in its own nature inſeparable. Mark 
his words. For be that cometh to God muſt” be= 
lieve that be is, and that be is a Rewarder of 
them that diligently feek, bim. And truly if 


” this 'wasnot the conſequence of the belief of 


a God, this belief would have no influence 
at all upon man or his aftions ; For if God 
did neither reward nor puniſh, did not re- 
gard nor take notice of what was done,what 
Argiiments can be forcible to perſwade men 
not to obey what ſenſe, rather then what 
nature and reaſon teacheth ? | 

This being then true, that the breakers of 
theſe Natural Laws deſerve-puniſhment, and 
that God-will puniſh ſuch ; The next thing 
we muſt conſider is, whether all mankind 
have not broken theſe Laws; and if fo, then 
all mankind juſtly deſerve puniſhment from 
God.. I need not fay this is the ftate and 
condition we are all in, every man in his 
own heart is ſufficiently conſcious of his own 
guilt. Now therefore as every man is neceſ- 
ſtated: to confeſs he deſerves puniſhment, ſo 
natural reaſon teacherh us to belicye , _= 
this 


hb 
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this puniſhment, asto the pain and duration 
of it, muſt have ſome reſpe&t to the perſon 
offended, as well as the perſons offending. 
Thus to ftrike a private perſon, and to ſtrike 
a Magiſtrate are inthe aCtions both evil alike; 
yet it is moſt juſt that he that ſtrikes a Magi- 
ſtrate ſhould be more ſeverely puniſhed, then 
he that. ſtruck the private perſon. And we 
ſee the Levitical Law puniſheth the Smiter or 
Curſer of his Father with death, when the 
ſame crimes azainſt other perſons were pu- 
nithed with far leſs ſufferings. So then if we 
conhider, the perſon we have all offended is 
God, and addg to this what God is; that 
there is not any compariſon between man 
and him, and - A he doth by infinite de. 
grees far exceed the greateſt ſuperiority a- 
mongſt men ; If we conlider the perſon of- 
fended is infinite, and acknowledge that our 

iſhment muſt have reſpect to him , we 


Ex0od.21.15.17 


# 


muſt confeſs rhere is reaſon for an Eternity of 


iſhment, and that nothing lefs can ſatisfie 
uſtice. Imight adde to this, that thiseter- 
nal puniſhment is more juſtly inflifted upon 
diſobedience , fince- obedience. is rewarded 
with eternal happineſs ; but this is not the 


buſineſs I am to infift on. 1 ſhall therefore 


proceed. 

* This being the ſtate all Mankind isin, the 
next thing natural reaſon teacheth us, is ro 
find out a remedy for to free us from this ſad 
condition. In our ſelves we cannot, becauſe 
we are the perſons offending, and ſo are unca- 
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le to a& any thing that may tend to our 
> a A 5 Arm. though he ſhould fave 
a thouſand mens, lives, yet ſtill remains a 
Murderer. What is then to be done? we 
muſt look out of our ſelves, and ſee whether 
there is no remedy offered us, Now if there 
be a way left to free us from this juſtly de- 
ſerved eternal puniſhment , it muſt be by 
finding out a ſurety, who muſt ſuffer for us, 
and whoſe ſufferings muſt ſatisfie the perſon 
offended : For, as I ſaid before, he that finnes 
againſt an Infinite God deſerves infinitely to 
be puniſhed, becauſe the perſon offended is 
infinite. So now upon the ſgme account I 
ſay, this Infinite Perſon cffended muſt be fa- 
tizhed, if an Infinite Perſon, God equal with 
him, becomes our ſurety, and ſuffers for us ; 
and ſo that vaſt debt which in us an eternity 
of puniſhment could not expiate, in our ſuf 
fering Saviour upon the Croſs was abſolved, 
becauſe of the infiniteneſs of the perſon ſuf. 
fering. There remains but this to prove z 
That this Jeſus that did ſuffer is that Infinite 
God; And withal to ſhew how we may 
come to have an intereſt in his ſufferings. 

I might here before I proceed refute thoſe 
falſe Foundations Trrciſme is bujlded ufon, 
and ſhew how ridiculous *tis to ſuppoſe Ma. 
homet to be a Saviour ; but that will run my 
Diſcourſe to a far greater length then I aim 
at, I will therefore fall dire&tly upon the 
Propoſitions before propoſed ; and though 

the firſt in order ought to be firſt proved, yer 


becauſe 
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becauſe the ſecond brings me to diſcourſe 
of the Poſitive Laws, according to my firſt 
| Method, and that the proving of the firſt 

will confirm the ſecond, nay will command 
us to obey all our Saviours Poſitive Laws, 
and believe all his promiſes ; I ſhall follow 
that Method, and begin to*ſhew how you 
may have an Intereſt in his Sufferinge. 

| The only way to pet an Intereſt in him, is 
to follow that way our Saviour that d6th the 
work for us teacheth us ; and this brings me 
diretly to treat ot thoſe Poſitive Laws , 
which we admit and obey upon the Authc- 
rity of the Law-giver, and thoſe reaſons 
that convince us that he is the Law-giver, 
muſt perſwade us to obey his Laws. 

I ſhall reduce all theſe Poſitive Laws into 
that one Capital Command; Believe in the 
Lord Feſus  Chrift, and thou ſhalt be ſaved. 
This is the DoQtrine the Goſpel teacheth us, 
and this is the way to have an Intereſt in his 
Sufferings, which doth not only free us from 
this eternal torment , but rewards us with 
_ eternal Glory. 

I might here tell you, if it were poflible 
for the tongue of man or Angel to ſpeak it, 
, what great advantages by this Saviour we 
enjoy : I might preſs the reaſonableneſs of 
this Command from the Infinite reward that 
follows it : T might prove to you, that no- 
thing but an Immortal happineſs can fatisfic 
an Immortal Soul, and that ſpiritual enjoye 
ments can only fill our Spirits, when th je 
ree 
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freed from the cloggs of fin and corruption, 
po + vopbageranan,r oh rVIer rr 

ight ſhew you, that as the ſpirituality of 
com declares the excellency of Chit 
ſtianity 


ve other Religions in the obedi- 
ence it th ; fo the ſpirituality of the } 
promiſes doth &vidence the exce of it 


in the Rewards that follow it. But for bre. 
vities fake I will not particularize on theſe 
heads; which every pious Chriftian by his 
own meditation and diligent confideration, 
may for his particular benefit advance to a 
higher pitch then I am able. 

That which now only remains to be pro- 
ved is, That this Jeſus i this Law-giver, 
that this Chriſt that did ſuffer is this Infinite 
God : And this I ſhall do from the ſeveral 
Arguments that convinced the world to be 
Chriſtian, I ſhall not here in this Argument 
keep ſo ftriftly to the proving Chriſt to be 
that Law-ziver ; but I ſhall handle here 
more largely all the Confirmations , that aſ- 
ſert either that propoſition, or confirmed and 
encreaſed the Chriſtian Faith. And theſe 1 
ſhall reduce to three Heads : Theſe are, 

1. The witneſs of God. 


2. The miraculous power of doing Mira- . 


cles in our Saviour, and by him given to 
Chriſtians, together with the ſucceſs follow. 
ing this ; The deſtruction of Idolatry , and 
ſudden Conqueft of the World. | 

3- The holy lives, and wonderful Suffer- 
ings of Chriſtians. RE RNRgE: 
1, The 


I 
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— The witneſs of _ mew turs 15 
I might again repeat thoſe ſeveral Prophefies 
in the Old Teſtament which then Ad 
the Meſlias, and were fulfilled in our Jeſus ; 


(| _ rell you the Angels Salutation to the puke, 


Virgin, with his Meflage ſent from 
God to =». dean both Teſtimonies from 
God, for the confirmation of Jeſus Chriſt 
to be that Law-giver, that Meſhas ; but for 
brevities ſake I ſhall omit them, and treat 
only of thoſe two wonderful witneſſes, the 
Star that dire&ted the Wiſe men to him, and 
the Voice from Heaven that before a -multi= 
tude audibly declared him. 

. For the Star that directed the wiſe men 
to him ; we have the whole ſtory Mat. 2. and 
in it we may ſce *rwas not an ordinary but an 
extraordinary Star : *T'was a Star the wile 
men ſaw afar off, and as ſoon as they faw it 
Knew it defigned the birth of the King of 7:- 
dab, . How theſe wiſe men ſhould come to 
know what this new and Wondertul Star de- 
hgned ; whether they attained it by a then 
particular Divine Revelation, or elſe had re- 
ceived a Tradition from their Anceſtors, con- 
cerning ſuch an appearance, (which perhaps 
is ble, ſince we find Baalam, a Propher 
of their own Nation , foretelling that there 


ſhould come a Star out of Facob, and a Scep- yun.:4.17.. 


ter ſhall ariſe our of Iſrael which ſhould ſmite 
the corners of Mvab) I ſhall not diſpute, fince 
either of them is ſufficient for my purpoſe. 
This ismoſt certain, this new appearance was 


{a 


4% 
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ſo wonderful , that it perſwaded wiſe men 
togo a long journey to examine the truth of 
it; and though till their coming to Hieruſa- 
lem, that City ſeems to have taken no notice 
of it, yet the truth of it was ſo evident that 


e very Queſtion, here is be that was 


bern King of the Fews, for we bave ſeen bis 
ftar in the Kaft, and are come to worſhip bim : 
Herod and all the City was troubled. The 
Prieſts and Scribes were ſent for to inquire 
where Chriſt ſhould be born, nay, this isnot 
all. Whentheſe Wiſemen according to Gods 
diretion deceived 'Herods expeRtation , by 
their return another way, his anger ends in 
cruelty,and his paſſion could by no other me- 
dicine be expiated but by the {laughter of all 
the Children, from two years old and under, 
about rhe Coaſts of Bethlehem, theplace they 
told him that Chrift ſhould be born, I need 

not here tell you that this new Star defigned 
our Saviour, ſince Herod and all the Jews un- 
derſtocd .it ſo; fince, as it brought the wiſe 
men to Heieruſalem, ſo it directed them to the 
place where the babe lay : But I will ſhew you 
ſome footſteps of this Star amongſt Heathens. 

Cardinal Baronizs that Learned Annalift, in 
the firſt year of Chriſt , cites Calcidizes his 
Comment on Plato's Timgxs for this purpoſe, 

There is (faith Calcidius) ano« 


Er quoque alis venerabilior & ther more venerable and holy 
Gen eaters Hiſtory, which tells us of the 
22 non morbos morteſque ds Tie of a certain unwonted Star 


nuntiantes, ſed deſcenſum Dei not denouncing diſeaſes or 


death, 
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death, but the deſcent of the 
Venerable God, to converſe 
with men and mortal bufineſ- 
ſes ; which Star when theſe 
wiſe Chaldeans (clearly ſaw in 
their night journey, and being 
enough exerciſed in the confide- 
ration of heavenly things , *cis 
reported they ſought this New 
Birth of God, and the Majeſty 
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venerabili ad bumane conver- 
ſationis rerumque mortalium 
gratiam quam $tellam cum u0- 
Aurno itinere Suſpexiſene 
Chaldaorum profeo ſapientes 
viri , & confpderatione rerum 
Celeſtium (atk excrcitati 

þfſe dieuntur recentem Det or- 
rum , repertaque ills Majeftate 
pucrili venerati eſſe ; & vots 
Deo tanto convenientia nuncu- 
paſſe, Tom.1,p. 52. 


* OO @ 


i 


cs Ce, TW os = WS 


of this child being found , they worſhipped 
him, and offered gifts agreeable to fo great 
a God, This teſtimony is very clear, and in 
my opinion hath nothing of difculty in it, 
but what is meant by this holy Hiſtoty, which 
without diſpute muſt have reference to thoſe 
Books of Prophefies which the Chaldeans 
kept bythem. Some are ſo confident to af- 
firm that Baal/am , of whom I ſpake before, 
left them Books of Prophefies, which dire- 
Qed thoſe Mag? in difficult cafes ; *ris not im- 
poſſible but he might do ſo; however this is 
probable , that they received from their An- 
ceſtors ſome rules of their knowledge , to. 
gether with former Obſervatigns, and extra. 
ordinary Predi&ions, which rhey cither pre. 
ſerved in Writings or Hieroglyphicks,and un- 
to which , as I ſuppoſe, Calcidias , being a 
Heathen, by this holy Hiſtory hath reference. 
To this of Calcidias, I might add that which 
Macrobiws tells us of the ſlaughter of theſe 


Children ; which though it direQly proves 


not the appearance of the Star , yet it wilt 
ſerve 
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ſerve to confirm us in the truth of that, be. 
cauſe thi: murder was occaſioned by it.Speak« 
ing of Azgz/tws, his wordsare theſe ; When 

he heard that amongſt thoſe 


which ſpeech the Emperour had reference to 
the Jews abttaining from ſwines fleſh, which 
to Herod would have been a great crime, 
though this murder ſeem none at all , if by 


that means his uſurpedDominion may be bet- 


ter ſecured. So much for the firſt. 

2, For the voice before a multitude which 
audibly declared him, we find three times to 
have been done. The firſt was at his Baptiſm, 


where before Fohn Baptift , and thoſe that 


, came to be baptiſed of him, the heavens were 
. opened, the Spirit of God deſcended like a 
Dove and light on him; and a voyce from 
Heaven ſaid, This is my beloved ſon in whom 
I am well plegſed, The ſecond was at his 
Transfiguration , where before three ſober 
men (a ſufficient number to aſſert any truch) 
Peter, James, .and John, a voice out of the 
cloud gave teſtimony, that Jeſns was the Son 
of God, in whom he was well pleaſed; and 
I was ſo we have - Peter in his m_ 
iftle affurmg us. The third was a lite 
before his death ; our Savicur praying cor 
70 
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God would glorifie his Name; in the pre 
{| ſence of a multitude a voyce came down | 
from Heaven, ſaying $I have both glorified i, Fo. 12, 28, 
and will glorifie it. Now though we cannot” * * 


produce anyauthority from Heathens to con- 
firm the truth of this voice, yet the circum- 


| ſtances in the Story evince it to be true ; for 


this was not done in a corner, Fobn Baptiſt 
and his three Diſciples did not only hear it at 
two ſeveral times, but a multitude at ano- 
ther, and that in a publick place; when our 
Saviour rode in Triumph into Hieruſalem ; 
and this multitude conſiſted partly of his 
Enemies the Jews; for we find for all this 
they believed him not; and partly of other 


Nations, for there were then Greeks that de- %* 34+ 
fired to fee him. So that had this been falſe, ,... 


ithad been obyious to the confutation of eve- 
ry perſon, and the Phariſees would never 


| have ſuffered ſo great a Miracle in the confir= 


mation of our Saviour Miſſion to have paſ- 
ſed uncontradidted, if ſo many witnefſes that 
alferted it had not put it beyond any denial. 
This voice now which we find atteſting our 
Saviour , doth alſo give witneſs to his Apo- 


, files, when on a ſudden there came a ſound 


from Heaven as of a yuſhing mighty wind, 
and filled all the houfe where they were fit- 
ting. Andthere appeared unto them cloven 
tongues ike as of fire , and ir fare npon each 


of them: And they were all filled with the 4#.z.13. 


Holy Ghoſt, and began to ſpeak with their 
tongues as the Spirit gave them — 
An 


(80) 
And this Miracle was fo evident, that never 

attempted to deny it: For befides that 
ie hiya at ſo publick a time as Pentecoſt, 
when the City was filled with people of eve- 
ry Nation to witneſs it; the nature of the 
Miracle it ſelf, the enabling of rude and ig- 
norant men to ſpeak the Language of every 
Nation, carried along with it its own confu- 
tation , had not the truth of it been evident 


to as many Nations as at that time reſorted 
to Hieruſalem, | 


To this. of all the Apoſtles Iet me adde 
the miraculous Call of S. Pax, who by an 
audible voice from Heaven was turned 
As 8. 45,6. a Perſecuter to a Preacher of the Goſpel : 


wg We The whole ſtory we have recorded by Saint 


Luke, and afferted by Saint Pazl in his Apo- 
logy for himſelf before King Agrippa. 1f 
we examine the Circumſtances of it , we 
ſhall find *rwas not done privately, but muſt” 
_———— be publickly known. The party 
converted was the greateſt Enemy the Goſ- 
pel had ; *rwas he that conſented to St. Ste- 
hens death : The place of his converſion 
was when he came near Damaſcus with Ay- 
thority from the High Prieſts to bring all , 
Chriſtians bound to' Hierzwſalem : The man- 
ner of his Converfion was, he fell to the 
earth, being ſo amazed with the light that 
ſhined about him, and more terrified with 
the voice that acked him, Sav!, Saul, why 
perſecuteſt thou me? Adde to this, this was 
not done alene ; for the men that were = 

him 
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' him heard the voice, and not they only mu 
be wimeſſes of it, but he muſt be Ruin 
to Damaſcus, that Ananias, who by his pray- 
ers recovered him, and the whole City of 
Damaſcus that ſaw him , might know the 
trath of it. - I might to theſe adde thoſe (e- 
veral ng of- the Holy Ghoſt upon Belic- 
vers, which *tis-probable fell by ſome way 


3 
of viſible appearance, as that upon Cornelis agg 16.557 
by S. Peters preaching, upon the . Chriſtians gas "y | 
at Corinth by S. Pal; but I hope I need not | 


virpe theth , having ſufficiently proved this 
Afﬀertion from the Witneſs of God. 

2, The ſecond Argument. that afſerts 
Chrift to be this Law-giver, 'and confirms 
the Chriſtian Faith is, The miraculous pow- 
er in our Saviour of doing Miracles, and by 


him given to Chriſtians, together with the 


ſacceſs following, the deftruftion of Idola- 
try, and ſudden Conqueſt of the World, 

For the better clearing this, *tis ary 
to take this Argument apieces , and to han- 
dle each branch apart, The whole is the 
Do&ririe of Miracles, which 1. look upon as 
one of the moſt convincing. Arguments a 
gainſt Atheiſne, or Heatheniſme, or any o- 
ther Religion whatſoever; and this I ſhal 
7. The truth of ſeveralremarkable Pre- 
di&ions our Saviour foretold;” - , 
. 2, The wonderful Miracles which he did. - 
whileſt he/lived, - happened atthis death, and. 
were cfke&ed at his ReſurreMion, 

G 3. The 
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3. The Feld Beg power that be gave , 
its Ape fey doing Miracles, ch cone 
rinue: be Care Wl rill. 3 worl | became 

hg oo 
Tk: deſtrutian of Idplatry, and Con- 
uct of the world to. the name of a cruci- 
gs Saviour, by. ſuch; weak, and ignorant 
perſons as the Fett were. -All which are 
reduced under the head of Miracles, ſome 
of each of which I ſhall prove from the con- 
 feſſion of the Enemies of Chriſtianity ,- Jews 
or Heathens, which is the greateſt teſtimony 
matter of: fa& is , capable of. _ I ſhall begin 
with the” - 
I. As iy truth of fron) remarks 
le pred oy our Saviour WI 
bean with [that concerning his,own ſuffer= 
ings :. You Tha find Mar. 16, eo. Fg Peters 
conlion of -pur Saviours being 0 eg No Hem as, 
and our. Sa tO 
Church, 16 of, ge of _—__ ſhould not 
- prevail over it, . that he falls rely: to to tell 
them what. miſt befall him , ww rom that 
time forth began 'Feſus to ſhew unto bis Diſct= 
ples bow that be muſt go into 7 uehpary and 
ſuffer many things of tbe Elders, and chief 
Priefts, and Scribes, and be killed, _ _ be 14. 
boo again the third « day, Thi predi&ion you 
ce 15 a clear ftgry'of bis ſufferings as if a 
: *T'was foretold Jong. before his 


have been __ One) tis _ 
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- made thar great Confeffor fo far to forget 


' crew this night, be ſhould deny him thrice,* 


himfelf that might have prevented it, toone 
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expeted a Temporal Prince : "Twas ſack 
news weſee as put S. Peter ihto paſſion , that 


the duty of a Diſciple, as to rebuke his Ma- 
ter. The truth of this matter of fa&t I ſhall 
prove when I treat of the Miracles our Savi- 
oar did. I might to this adde what our Sa- 
vioar f6retold toS. Peter himfelf concerning 
his denial of him, that though he was now 
fo confident, that though all ſhould be offend- Se) 
ed, . yet be never would be; yet before the cock Mat-> 34235» 


2 


Though this be but a particular paſſage; yet 

It py-Jabs our con Gderaricn the more> be 

caſe this'prediQion was told to the” perſon 

that had he not really been guilty of ſuch a 

fall aswasforetold,- would never have ſuffer< 

ed fuch' # blemiſh to have been laid upon 

him without contradiftion. To theſe I might 

joyn the ſeveral promiſes our Saviour made 

ro his Church, which'being to be given them 

after his Aſcenfion, comes under the nature 

of predidions :' As in particular that of: the.jyps £4:46. 
deſcehr of the Holy Ghoſt which I have al-pa. 16.17.18! 
ready hanifled, arid the power of doipg Mi- 
racles,. which I reſerve the proving of to its; 
proper” place.” But that which here I ſhall 
moſt infift upon, i that prophefie, Mat.24, 
which Chriſt forerells his Diſciples of the rus 
inc of the Temple, even at that very, ximey 
when they ſo much admired the magnifite 
ftrufure of it : There" ſhall not be left (faith 5 

: . G 2 he) s ** X 
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he ). one. ſtone upon another , that ſhall wt be | 

thrown” down, _ And if we compare this ſe- 

cond verſe with the fifteenth z Fhen ye there- 

fore ſhall ſee the Abomination of Deſolation 

ſpoken of Ly Daniel the Prophet fland in the ho- 

ly place, &c. by which words are meant- the 

rophaning of their Temple by the Roman 

Fale: we may probably gather being ſo to 

be prophaned that it was never to be built 

again ; and this is clearly S. Chryſoftom's Ex. 

| IEA 2 _ poſition: For freaking of Fu 
'Ous 74 iAvitov 5 weunrds 1;29 the Apoſtate, he tells us ; 
Ye _ jo ng _ That this mad and witleſs man 
Le £24 dracliiar Thy vady Gid hope to fruſtrate Chriſts 
Zn7Tror, Hoadv. Judzos ra propheſic., which would not 
tia. ſuffer this Temple to: be built 
again, This prophefic now 

| was before Chriſts death , and then the Jews 

politic ſubfiſted, though under a Roman Pro- 

curator, yetMill they had their Sanbedrim : 

If - we examine thetruth-of it we ſhall find 

* not only the total deſtruftion of -it true, but 

ſeveral attempts of its reſtauration fruſtrated, 

and -that immediately from. the power of 

God, The deſtruQion of the Temple is ob- 

X vious to every eye that is, verſed in Hiſtory : 
Lib.4.cep.43E Hegefippws will ſufficiently inform his Reader, 
how it was burnt, and deſtroyed . by fire 

when the Emperour Tits took the City, and 

how miſerably that obſtigate people periſhed. 

Lib.s. Hiftori- Tacitus that famous Roman Hiſtorian in the 
arun inprin- fifth Book of his Hiſtorics hath left, recorded 
cipto, to all poſterity the ruine of that forſaken 
- | people, 


- 
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people, together with the ſad Omens that 
_—_— is not ſo wonderful as 
the ſeveral truſtratings of its re-building, If 
(faith PR the Jews had "21 03 wi 
never attempted it they might ,”" " Ererxcelenor 
have ſaid, if we _—_ COR apr bag Thy revs Lo 
bour'it; we could have done ir. wey _ - gt ocned 
But nuw I declare unto them, Nis HaR 7 be. at 
that they have not once or Tool 6 T rowdy. Nu- 
twice but thrice endeavoured *, I ewrels Rehuvgs G71 wk 
and attempted it ; as is the cu= Spas - " ; be 3) Tels ane 
ſtome in the Olympick Games, TI &> >.< nm _- 
fo that there is no queſtion that «ov » = | us 
the Church hath got the Crown Tov eva This Exxantes ch- 
of Vidtory. Their firſt attempe 999 Ibid. 
was under the Emperour Adrian in the 136 
year after Chriſt , Tinius Rufus being then 
Poor Drag ended in nothing elſe but 
the d tion of 50 of their Caſtles, and 
o8z of their Villages, in the laughter of rs Hay 
0000 men, beſides thoſe which periſhed by _— 
and famine, as Dioreporteth, Their ſe- 
cond attempt was under the Emperour Ceon- 
ftantine, which che. Emperour perceiving ſoon 
quelled; as Saint Chryſoſtome. tells me, His 
o_—_ are _ . The Empe- 
rour ſeeing attempt , cut- 'O of dy Thy 
ring off their cars, and pris. 6744 Pans Page Tra 
ing on their bodies marks of diſ- SmToudy x; 79 Tis 
obedience , carried them up ,; EluConey Gul 
and down asſo many ſlavesand 7 guy naha'wrey rivet 
vagabonds. Their laſt and moſt derive fmt > roy 
Jikely attempt was under Fuli., EE On" 


3 an 
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an the. Apoſtate when 'they ſet about the 

work not only- permitted , but i 
and aſſiſted by that Roman Emperour, both 
_ mo # ne. other materials for the 
widing, which though this Apoſtate hated 
the Jews, yet did, —_ tells me, that 
he might reprove of falſhood 
0202s what Chriſt had foretold, Now 
=" ſee the event of this. I ſhall 
| - Not tell you it out of S. Chr. 
ſoftome 6 Sozomen, who both in the places 
before quoted relate it ; but-from Amimianus 
Marcellinus a Gentile Hiſtorian, whoſe words 


v4Nic emakyar 74). i 
Xetrs FeIppneeig. 
lib, 5.Cap-2 I, 


arc theſe, ſpeqking of Julian, He thought 


Ambitioſum quonJam , apud 
Hieroſolymam Templum quod 
poſt multa & internectua cer- 
ramina obſfidente | Vefpafiano 


poſtcaque Tito @zre ſenptie 


natum , inſtaurare ſimptibi 
cogitabat immodicis , negol- 
umque maturanium Alypio de- 
derat Antiochenfs , qui olim 
Britanniass curayerat pro pia- 
fefis. Cam itqque rei dem 
fortiter inftaret Alypias juvud- 
ret que rhe gs __ 
endi globi flammarum pr 
 fundawents crebrks. aſurike 
erumpenter, fecere login, £x- 
ts aliguoties gperentibusg/u- 
grofſum., Mcque wide Gie- 
mepig - deſtinatizs repclients 
ce{[vit inceytum. Amm,Mar- 
ccl.libe23+ 18 ipitio.. 


immoderate chargey to 
build up that formerly renown=- 
ed Temple of Hiernſalem which 
after many and crane} Wars be- 
ing befieged by Vifeſizn' firft, 
and afterwards by Tiras, was 
ſabdued, and gave the. charge 
of this- yment ,| that--it 
might be haſtened, to 1 4hypivs 
of Aneoh", which formerly 
was : Governour of -. Þr##any. 


When therefore this Alypius fet 


eagerly on the work , being:aſ- - 


liſted by the Goyernouir of that 
Province,. dreadful balls of fire 
burſting furth with ofteri als 
faults near the foundation,made 
the place, ſome of the workmen 


being devoured by the flames, 


inacceſſible, 


LIM 
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inacceſſible 3 and after this manner: the Ele... 
ment reſiſting; as with ſomekind-of deſtiny, 
-he gave overwhat he had begim-: ſhall nor 
comment ai-allupori theſe words the place 
ivdelft is:veby car; not a titelethat-our $2. 
Flour hach foretbld ibur muſt'beteue;/ though 
there ' wint's miracle to maintain it; '* This 
mivch for the: truthyof our. Saviours Predictis 
ons. | That:whick:T am to prove, . . _ 
- 2, In. the:ſecond- place is: the wonderful © 
rairacles which he-did whilſthe lived, hap». .. \._ 
ied at his death, and were <tfetted athis-7:c ; + 
eſarre&ion: '-Firſt, of the Miracles: he:didb- +++ + 
whilſt he lived,' "Theſe 'Miracles'confiftedt + + 1-0 © - 
principally in curing all manztr of Diſeaſes,” © 
expelling Dives our: of perſonspofſeifed, and | 
railing the dead. / 'I ſhall nor here cite you 
proofs out of 'rhe Evangeliſts (thowgh'ſo con- 
ftant and uncontradifteda report;by any four 
fober Writers, oaght tobe credited, and is 
as'much as we have for the belief of many no- 
table a&tions| (which are received without 
the leaſt doubr;)but ſhall endeavour to-prove 
thenrfrom the! Teſtimony of Jews and Hea- 
thens; and'though'the place:where our Savi- 
' our lived: bur very fewWriters now 
extane, and: the > diſtance of Fudea from 
Rvmerthe Imperial-Gity, cauſed his'Miracles 
not to-be much raken notice of -bytheir Hi 
__ 
ut B _ 
curavors,-unte which the primitive, Chriſtis (++ 
' abit pm ettr ; aaa FRRanke 
e291:2, 4 us 
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a6 deſtitute of: fuch Authorities which former 
Ages made'uſe of ; Yet I queſtion not in this 
particular togiveſome fatisfaCtion to any in- 
different Reader. Let mein: the firſt place 

words by Origen; hoſe Works being tf 
W | z (whole Works bei 
nothing from him can rarer os but 
from his Anſwerer.) His words are theſe, Do 
eee ..  - you think him'to be the Son of 
Evouiod]s eui]by eye. id. 1God , becauſe he healed the 


Sic karllh 9082 T1945 lame and the blind 2 Juſt ſuch 


"Br ad Tis Jedlas 788 eyhrwy another ſpeech we may find ' 


tpyor Gro The nihaue'? Fulian the' Apoſtate ſaying, as 
TVs TVpAvs Jild, \ t, Ryril tells me, Unleſs ſome- 
reVles apopxiCey oy Beboar- :body ſuppoſeth to cure the lame 
. O37 Bidayle Tals xonad: and the blind, and to caſt out 
OY , --; Divels by exorcifing in the Vil- 
lages of {Betbſaida 'and Bethany be: ſome of 
thoſe great works. Here'we have confeffions 
of Chriſts, miracles from/two of the greateſt 
Enemies: Chriſtianity ever-.had., Celſus and 
Falian; The firſt endeavoured by his jpen, 
: the laſt both by pen and power to deſtroy it; 
and; yet:the wonders our Saviour did were ſo 
evidentabove-Uenial, that they were forced, 

though ri a/ſcoff, to acknowledge them. To 

theſe let 4isadd the Epiſtle of | Lezrn/us to the 

Emperoor Tiberizs.,, which' Extropius hathin 

his Arindls; of ithe Roman: Senators, 'and is 

now commonly extant; in-the-Bibliotbeca Pa= 

trum, He) this Regus # Shook appeared bo | 
 Apparuittemporibus noftrk,@ i: Qur- days; andiis yet, a man. ot: 
| - adbuceſt,homo Ae trial power: ' named Tels, 
- us, 


ES Rows Www ab TESTED & Bom 


__ 
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 Fofindourin Heathen Stories eve Ee 
por ar 


:Jeſus, who is called of the Gen- nominatus Feſua Chriftas, qui 
tiles the Prophet' of Truth, 4icitur 2 Gentibus Prophets 
avhom his Diſciples call the Son Jorie® 2 fem thu THERE 
of God, a raiſer of: the dead, mortuos, & ſanans ones lan 
and a healer of all manner of gueres.. © | 
eaſes. This Authority was 

clear, was there not ſome diſpute whe. 

ther this Epiſtle be ſappoſfititious or no : That 

there was one Lentulas, Conſul with Calvift. 

as, Sabin in the twelfth year of TiBtrius 

Ceſar, Baronixs aſſures us, though that very 

year Pontius Pilatus ſucceeded V alerius Gratus 

in the command ' of Fades; And for that 

following phraſe, Diſcrimen habens in medio 

capitis juxta morem Nazarenorum ; That he 

had 4 parting in the middle of his head, af- 

ter 'the manner of the Nazarens, for which 

Cocks and ſome other ſuſpefts this EpiſYe, as 


i: the Author. had ſuppoſed our: Saviour to Cenſura quo- 


have been' a Nazarite ,, favours in my judg. 7#nden Scri- 
ment-of nothing kefs; for then the 'Author £997 wie 


' would not haveſaid,he had hair parting like "+ + 


a Nazarite, but being a Nazarite , he wore 
his hair after that manner. I ſhall not wran- 
gle ' with any that. will ſeverely debate the 
truth of it, , if char fails, there are 
enough that follow-to ſupply that defeRt, 
which I -_ _ this wmar—anry ua. 
becauſe o comprehend reviate 
all Chriſts miracles. \ In the mean time I 
fhall-handle that which is the ſecond-thing , 
The Miracles that happened at his Paſſion. 


(90) 
har acci —— a toſ 
recorded in the Evangeliſts,i$ im but 
"that moſt remarkable and wenderful defefth 
.- . onof the, Sun atthar time, was recorded by 


' the Romans, and kept in their Archive$cill 


Tertull:an's time, as is evident from his!Apo, 
logy. His Wordsiarethefe'; -Inthat nion 
_ : the day; withdrew her [elf ar 
Eodem momento dies medium on 6 do... T every where 
orbem Sgnante [þ bay ſuppoſed a total defef&ion, who 


liqui que puta Do 
gs 4d quaque ſer Chvits cid not know., that that was 


predicarum, non ſciermms; ra- frophehied! of 'Chrift, the veas 
zone non deprebenſe-nagav&' ſon of it not being vnd 


runt, & tamen cum mundi ca- ome denied it, and yer that 


oe > cas * chance of the world -you- have 

ftris babetis. Apol.ca,zr. © Repiſiied: ini: your 4 "chivad 
Lucian in the- afts of - tis 'Martyrdome :per- 
ſwading:the Gentiles to-Chriftianity , bi 
chem look intotheir own. Annals, and there 

* they ſhall findin the days of 


ftri & inyewirti; remportbus 
_ atk. hang —_—_ neſs. Origen in his ſecond book 
| ' againſt Celſas cizes for the:ruch 


of this the Authority of. Phltgon the Cheiros . 
graphus of theEmperour Adri« 


Ticet NN Tis Saree TiCaaln - 2m; His words'arc theſe; Con« 


Katone© Mating V a. - we” . P © 
nad \ £ 27,2 4... Cerning) the: Exliffe which hap 
cara hs | pened in the-vime, of Tikerius 
Tors Yuouhgoy * rh6 Ceſar ,'in whoſe Reign Jeſiis 
vis arcygale þ 0xiyor or was crudifiath, and c 
TEX tet gen: 
Cum, pag.80. Ellt.Cimts, carth, Phlegozin the thirteaali 


erquivite in' Annalibus %- P;[zte the Suh chaſed away.and 
the day interrupted withdarks ' 


. 
3 —_— aa ” wy — $—_ 
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book of his' Chronicles hath-written, And 
that this PbJegor hath this in bis Commen- 
caries, Euſebiuralfo witneſſeth in his Chroni- 
cles, in the year 33 of Chriſt.” 'To theſe let 
me add that Letter of Dionyſins to Polycarp, 


| pre Baronizsjn which inveighing 


4 rrp the pa rmgmg , he uſeth theſe 

rue t' wilt thou fay of 

that Ecli ſe of the Sun which HT C0 gn anon on 
happened at the time of our Sa- defe&x dillurw es Eramus 
viqurs Crucifixion ? We were 1unc ambo apud Heliopolim , 
then both together at Heliopoljs, ſmut incidentem mi- 


rabiliter Soli Lune Globam 
and we both together did nore notabamas, (non enim ejuſce 


. the Globe of the'Moon aft-r a © conjun&jonk runc aderat 3em- 


wonderful mantier to fall upon pw) ipſangue rurſus 4b bers 
the Sun, = it 'was not they þ poubackey abr = _ 
the time of that” conjunftion,) = _p902oCvr ho 
and the Moor''ap4in reſtored be- porta revoce etiam aliud 
yond the ſtrengrh'of Nature, to quodden 3 Nempe enim (ut 
the Suns Diameter, from the pſe non jg#eras') com Lune 
ninth. hone xill- evening, Re: Tneidention ab Oniente coptf- 


member him-alfo of another {; * #44 Solark: carport, 
thing, which he is not ignorant Fam Lg a4 nds 


of, to wit, that we noted that "que vero ex parte, us af- 
the cadence of the Moon es, cs incidentia ills, ct re- 
from the Eaſt,” and went to the PWgatlo, fella > , ſed ex ad- 
end of the Solar body, and pat peg mae _y hot ; 
then at laſt leapt back again. Em prof fefto ſuperantis, & 
Neither terre Lnegne (or CO- you Wy o poſfſibilia qui Au- 
vering) and reſtoring again of '*? — 
the Suns light, done ar the ſame” 
part as was accuſtomed, -but on 

the oppoſite part” of the Plame- , 179, ($0. 


cr, 
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rer. Theſe axe the things that then happen- 
cd , exceeding truly the power of Nature , 
and poflible to Chriſt alone, who is the Au- 
thourof all things, and doth-great and won- 
derful things, which arenot to be numbred. 


this, it it be la tto anes. 
NO, it whul, | to Apollophanes.) 


Authorities wemay eafily gather 
the truth of this miraculous Eclipſe, which 


| happening at full Moon, when in Nature it 


impoſſible , will ſufficiently affure us, 


. Was 
that the perſon then' ſuffering was God, it 
.- . being impoſlible for any but God to have 
* done it: For thoſe Celeſtial Bodies as they 


Fiducis Chri- 
ſtianorum, Re- 


ſurreKtio Mor- 
tuorum 


3 $07.1 5-20, 


are above all earthly pollutions, ſo they are 
infinitely beyond any Humane Command 
or Government, Thus much for the Mira- 
cles at his Paſſion, thoſe that followed at his 
Reſurre&ion is that which I am to handle. 
3. In the third place Tertzlion begins his 
Book de Reſwrredtione with this ezcellent 
Aphoriſme : The Faith of Chriſtians is the 
Reſwrreion of the dead, Now as the Reſur- 
retion is the comfort and great ſupport 
Chriſtians have againſt thoſe injuries and 
ſufferings which in this world they are expo- 
ſed to; So the ReſurreQion of our Saviour, 


Who was the Firſt-fruits of them that ſleep, 


was the great affurance that thoſe that dye 
in his fear ſhall be raiſed by his power , and 
five with him in »+* This then is'the 
Foundation of our Faith, the ReſurreQion; 


the affurance that we ſhall be raiſed is, That 


Chriſt is riſen, And this I ſhall prove, I 


muſt 


—» 
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muſt not here omit thoſe ſeveral witneſſes to 
this grand Truth which S. Paz/, 15.Cor.1. 
cites, If when we prove matter of Fa, the 
number of Teſtimonies be weight , our Sa- 
viour was not only ſeen, when riſen, by Ce- 
pbas,. and the 12 Apoſtles, but by 500 ar 
once, which certainly were too great a num- 
" ber either to bedeceived or deceive. Heap= gg; i.10; 
+ not once only to his Diſciples , butat 
cral times, and in their preſence and view 
tended into Heaven. This rogether with 
-rhe conſtant _ —— &s gave to 
it might perſwade any not wiltullyobſtinate, 
to _ it withour difpuce But becauſe 
Atheiſme now prevails with moſt, and that 
in this Age Principles ſcarce paſs without 
veſtioning , I ſhall produce what other Au- 
ities my reading affordeth to this pur- 
pole, Foſephus ſhall be my firſt Authour, 
who in his fourth Chapter -and eighteenth 
Book hath theſe words, There 
appeared at that time one Je- £..; 
ſus a wiſe man, if it be lawful 7g eff 4 
to call him Man : For he was a rabilizm operum patrator, & 
doer of eng works and wy _ ,-- _— __ 
teacher of thoſe who with plea- , - 
ſure received th2' truth, = dare there CO 
had many followers both Jews erat quem ac 2 noſtris 
and Gentiles:This is that Chriſt gents Pri ibus > Pilatus 
who though he was accuſed by <*m addixifſer. Cruct , aibil- 
the chief” of. our Nation, and i" non defireruns eum di- 
by Pilare- condemned to the Rds be > —_ 
Croſs, yet was uot the leaſt be» vive, avon de co 
ove 


cere; Era enim mi- 


te), 


vates boc & alia mult« miran- loved of thoſe who at the be- 
xerit, & | 
bodternum diem Chriſftianoram 

cnus ab boc denominatum non 


uſque 44 pinning did: (6: He 


appeared 
to them the. third da Afvehe 

Prophets Gicvweliing theſe 
and-many wonderful things of 
him; and until this day the Chriſtians Se is 
not failed, who-fromhim had their denomi- 
-,, nation, This Teftimony of Foſephus a Jew 
hay * moins the particular to be pre- 


= 


ned, whether, theſe words be Joſephus 


and that they are ſo, appears from theſe read” 


ſons: Firſt, becauſe this very Teſtimony for 
Chriſts Miracles. is urged by Exſeb:us -in his 
firſt Book of his Ecc!efiaftical Hiſtory, xd F, 
m theſe words; and for rhe uſe- 
biws,we' know, lived at the:beginning of the 
fourth Century,in the days'of Conftantine the 
Emy.crout ,; and at that time this trick. of 
forging books-:was ſcarce invented; neither 
was it neceſſary to forge: an Authority to 
* . prove the trath of Chrifts Miracles then,when 
_. the power of doing Miracles ſtill remained 
- .in the Church, and was a ſufficient Teftimo- 

. ny*thar he that conld give that miraculous 
power to others wanted it not himſelf, Se- 
. condly , becauſe the ſuſpition of this place 
., proceedeth froma falſe ſuppoſition, viz.that 
.2t-is not found/ in the Ancient: Copy in the 
Vatican Library, which-indeed' is true , *tis 
not found in that Ancient. Copy, but there 
-. 15a blank where formerly it was'written, be- 

_ Ing; juſt of capacity to contain tlicſe _ ; 
which 


re remains only here to be exams, 


% 4 
Y 


Fo 


tO  — 
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-which evidently affures us, that by the Impu- 


CC WS ww GUN Gn... 


. Rome required , was found ra- Pag 
ſed out in a very ancient book {4 


' phus his Hiſtories being tranſla= ſcript® ſuns , ciim bic © 
were anciently written (Oe mw. mroperm 


wr. 


dence or wickedneſs of ſome Jew or Here- 
tick theſe words were eraſed ; and this-being 
true, I ſuppoſe there is none but will credit 
this Authority the' more for this raſement, 
fince nothing but the conſciouſneſs of this 
Impoſtor of the truth of theſe words, could 
ever have made him guilty of ſo: great a 
Treachery, Now' in me Aeris of this 
we have the Authority of Baroniws a learned 


b 
of this Truth. N His words are theſe, ſpeak- 
ing of the 'Teſtimony of Foſephus. Whoſe 


Teſtimony when it was here at . 7 
—_ Codice in qua 
Hiſtoria & Grace in He- 


of the Jews, into which Foſe= braicum menflte, antiquires 


ted out of 'Greek into Hebrew,” !*9#reretuy (© 


adeo nt 
impadence of Infidels ! ') and excuſentum offers 
ſodone,' that Keck Pac defenſpo, oy ipſa 
be brought to excuſe the wick- id exclamare videretar. ad 
ednes; when the Parchment it 3999. Chr 34. peane. 
ſelf' ſcems-to cry'our of it. Thus much. far 
Fofephus. . The next Authority ſhall be Pi- 
lates Ixtter, which Hegefippus affords: mein 
his: Hnacepbaleofir, The words are thelt; 
There of late happened what Ke 
my-.felf have tried, that. the Fee. 
Jews did with a cruel condem- * | 
nation puniſh themſelves and Jem 


A # » S, # 
_ 4, : ' _ Addet-; 4 
- . 3 Fe 0mes 
$ 4 oO g 


can promiſſum baherent parres 
corun , qud 4 ills D:ua mitte- 
res de ceo ſanFumn, qui corum 
Rex merits diceretur, & buni 
ſe promiſerit per Virginem 
miſſurum in terram: Iftun 
itaque me prefile in FulezDe- 
wm Hebreorum can miſ{[ct, & 
vidiſſent cum cacos iKuminaſ- 
ſe, leproſor mundaſſe yi paraly- 
bicos my , Denmones ab ho- 


minibus ſugaſſe , minor eti- 
an ſuſcitaſſe, imperaſſe venth, 
e focck pedibs per un- 

das mari, & multa alia fe- 
ciſſe. Ciim omnik - populus Fu- 
daorum cum Dei filium efſe 
diceret, invidiam contra eum 
p4ſſſunt Principes Fulaorum, 
& tenuerunt eun , mibique 
sradiderunt ,. & alia pro aliis 
mibi d: co mentientes dixc- 
runt ,' aſſcrentes . cum wn 
eſſe & contra. leges eorum 
, "Ego autem' credidi ita 
eſſe, & Auzelltum eradids i- 
lam arbitrio corum. Illi autem 
73 eun. & Sepul- 
chre.C uftades adbibuerunt ; I 
le autem mulitibus meis 

_ dientibus die tertio yeſurrexit; 
In tantum enim exarſpe nequi- 
tia Fudeorum ut darent pecu- 
uion Cuftodibu , i 
Dicite quia Diſcipuli cjus Gor- 
pau rapuerunt ; Sed cm 
_cecepiſſens pecuniam , quod fu- 
wp uf one 
ras ; Nan. oo foes 
iſe reftari ſunt ſe vibe, or 


their poſterity : For when at 
laſt their Fathers had-a promiſe 
that God would ſend his Holy 
One from Heaven, who deſor- 
vedly ſhould be -called / their 
King , and him he promiſed to 
ſend into the earth by a Virgin: 
When therefore the God of the 
Hebrews, when I was Prefi- 


dent of F«4ea, ſent him, and 


when they ſaw that he did en» 
lighten, the blind , cleanſe the 
L2pers , cure the Palfie , caſt 
out Devils from m2n, raiſe-the 
dead, command the winds , 
walk over the waters of the 
Sea with dry. feet, and many 
other things. - When all the 
people of the Jews aid he was 
the Son of God , the chief. of 
the Jews were envious againſt 
him, and Jaid hold of- him, 
and delivered him to me; and 
when lying they had told me 


cuſto= one. for another divers things 


concerning him, affirming that 
he was a Magician, and did a& 
againſt their Laws , I indeed 
b:lieved it was ſo, and deliver. 
ed him 'to be whipt at their 
pleaſure,but they crucified hint; 
and ſet guards to his Sepulchre! 
But he the third day roſe again, 

whileſt 


LIM 
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whileſt- my Soldiers were ſe 2'Fu'di peciaion accepiſſe} 
ing'him.” But the malice Mido ingeſ#,, ne kar 
of the Jews did burntoſo great ,,,,.. eſſe mendecis Fu 


a hight, that they gave mo- 

ney to his Keepers , and bid 

them ſay that his Diſciples had taken him 
away. . But they when they had raken their 
money could riot hold their peace of what 
was don : For _ both witneſſed that they 
ſaw him riſe, and that they had received 
monies of the Jews.' ' Theſe things I have 
putin,leſt ſome body ſhould lye other ways , 
and ſhonld ſuppoſe that the lies of the Jews 


| ſhould be credited. Thus Hegefippus. Now 
becauſe of this there may be juſtly ſome que. 


ſion, both becauſe Hegeſipput is not an Au- 


thour of that Antiquity, but as Baronims ſays 44 A 
wrote: after C-nftantines time, and that the p.zx5.” / 


Epiſtle it ſelf in the front of it carries a great 
fault, having Claudins ſet downfor Tyberins, 
though I know Tybherizs his name before he 
was Emperour was Claudius. 1 ſhall there= 
fore-ſhew you from 'good Authorities that 
ſ{omerhing to this purpoſe Pilate writ , and it 
this Letter ſhould prove forged, yet the true 
one did ſay nigh as much, becauſe of the ef- 
k& it produced in Tyberius. Firlt for the 
Letter , mark .what 'Ter:ullian ſaith in his 
Apology. ; All theſe.thmgs con- - 


£ 


8.34. 


cerniing Chriſt did Pilate , even E« omni« ſuper Chriſto Pila- 
he being now in his Conſcience Fad \& "þ 1 —_ fecg. 
a Chriſtian, relits #0: Tyberiws un; Tiberio nuntiauit: Sed 


elves 


Geſor > And the: Ceſars them & 6ajav: credlfhus ſpe 


(95) 
foe þ aut cow march ſeine had no in _ it 
En (2curo Necepparit, ant el b. et ars 
| iaxi_porſſens eſſe 6+ 1,1 not mocfts, a ur C it 
ares. Cap.21, .the Ceſars: might have been 
Chriſtians, And concerning the-effeft this 
News had upon the Emperour , ſee what the 
fame Apologiſt ſays -in his fifth Chapter, 
| Tyberius , it whoſe time the 
nos Cujus gy 586} 46 oy name Chriſtian entred into the 

TFERROTHUM an P - 

_— annuntiata fibi ex $5- _ - —_ to the _— 
' ria Palaſting que illic verits- WI UNC Prerogative _- 
rem illius Divinitatis reveli- voice thoſe things whick were 
runs, detulis ad Senatum cum related to him out of Syria Pa- 
Prangaine Fre La 5+ lefting Aw did reveal the 
> .* truth of that Divinity there, 
_ Om of Ls oy The Senate becauſe they had 
accuſaterihus Chriftianerum. not before approved of it, re- þ | 


Ibid. Cap. 5- jected it; the Emperour {till 
| remained of . that opinion , 
threatning puniſhment 'to the accuſers of | 
_ Chriſtians. $0 that from theſe words may 
eaſily be gathered, that Tyberius would have 
had the Senate owned Chriſt as a God,which 
could be upon no other account but from the 
Miracles our Saviour did in Paleftine z and 
ris ſcarce probable that the Emperour ſhould 
receive this News from other hands then from 
Pontius Pilate his Procurator, "There is no- 
thing ſo clear in Hiſtory, as that the ſeveral 
Lievtenants of Provinces. did ſend Regiſters ” 
of their Atts to the Emperour, and particu- 
larly that Pilate had a Regiſter of his Afts, 
which he {ent to the Emperour, and+-which 
was 


Mt 
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was &xtant m Fuſtin Martyrs time, 1s evident 

from his ſecond Apology to the Emperour 

Antoninus, where declaring how all the Mi- 

racles onr Saviour did were foretold by the 

Prophets, and withal perſwading the Empe- 

rour to believe that our Saviour did ſuch, 

he referres himſelf to the As of Pilate then 

4 ry at _ TJ ut bole 
e)our Saviour did theſe things S717 ov Teviz £0 

nl may learn from the Repi- > an  / gr 4 66. 

ſters of- the As done. under Apol.s Bdit.Syl. 

Pontius Pilate, And that we 

may ſay no more, we find the Hzretiques 

called the ®varta4ecimani , as Epiphanius 

tells me, boaſting that they had RE 

found out of the As of Pilate Et ſane ex Afi P _ ſe ve- 

this truth , That our Saviour — 

did ſuffer the day before the Aprilium pſſum eſſe. Lib. 2. 

Ottaves of the Calends of 4A- He.5o. 

pril, *Tisprobable , I know, 

that either they ſaw not theſe Aﬀes ; or,if they 

did,'rwas ſome ſpurious Copy,as many think; 

however, *cis to me a ſufficient proof there 

were ſuch At, fince ſo early in the Church 

I find both Chriſtians and Hzritiques appeal- 

ing totherii. Origen alſo in hisſeverith Book 

againſt Celſis , cites us a Confeflion of his, 

That our Saviour after his. death was ſeen, 

although he endeavours to make it fignifie no 

more than an ordinary apparitſon, or indeed 

not ſo much, His words are theſe, Afrer- - 

this Celſis maliciouſly ſpeaks concerhing the 

voluntary appearing of the Gods'in humane 

? -. 9 ſhapes, 
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; ' regrienus- . 
header 1 why once paſſing by ,} as they did 
veov br balarar Tis axes this deceiver of them, but ever 
ama Tagappviyres wareg Cconveriing with them that de- 
Tiv 78 765 deamaTioTa, firc it, From theſe words may 
Wa "— BeAopes _ be collefed, that our Sayiour 
«kg 74093599 Be Uh appear was known to Cel- 
SITS ES: ſus ; and that it could not be a 

Phantaſme, Origen ſufficiently may convince 

us, when he demarids this queſtion. How 

NR Bs no EE can a Phantaſme only named 
tor on Pan , a, baſe away a Divel, and ctfe& 
*% Lundlapoyrifles Erepycia; ELCTE operations which arc no 
y5e7yfi, Ibid. ways to be contemned ? And 
v3 14Þ] this certain'y is a molt excellent 

Jand abſolute anſwer : For how is it poſlible 

- © for that which is nothing, or at the moſt ap- 

| pears buttobe ſomething, to do theſe ſtrange 

and wondertul efte&ts ? that the only appear- 

ance of a man (for no more doth Celfus al- 

low Chriſt tobe) ſhould give that power to 

his Diſciples to overcome and deftroy thoſe 

whom Celſs acknowledgeth real Divels, on- 


ly by naming the Name of Feſws.. I mult not . 


give oyer this {ubje& till to-what is already 
ſaid, I add this, That the Jews themſelves 
acknowledg that Chriſt did theſe Miracles, 
when they fay he did themnot by his own 
ww but __ woah that vor 

| li.2.c.1, 26 acarnt N ZZ2ypi,and drougnt thence,or 
ON Schem Hompbonleh the mo of Be rows 
lettered name , known to himſelf I more 
RTP wonder 


| - : .,-_* ſhapes, ſpoken of before, that 
Mc]& Tau]a zeros o Kiar _ any perſon ſhall not fo abans 


(ror) 
wonder they ſhould fo ingenuouſly confeſs 


theſe Miracles to: be done, then that they 
ſhould ſuppoſe our Saviour did th:m by Ma- 


gick Art, or. by their Kabala; becauſe I find. 
them a very myſterious people, and ſuch as 


fancy great things may be done+that way. 


Manaſſe Ben Iſrael in his Book of the Creati- 


on ſaith: That there are found 
many which in their adjuratt- 
ons call upon Devils , and by 
the help of Necromancy do 
great things : And that in ſome 
books of the Cabalifts, az in 
Perskg Ehaloth, Raziel, and O- 
thers, their names, exorciſmes 
and incantations are repeated, 
But more particularly he faith 


' Multi ſane reperiuntur qui 14- 
mones iſtos adjierationibus (ns 
advecant', & Necromantids 
operd mira admodum multa p4 
rrant, Quin & libris quibuſ- 
dam Cabaliftarum quales ſunt 
Perske Blialoth,R5ziel, & ali= 
orum, emur eorum no- 
ming, exorciſmi C& incantati- 
ones, Prob.22.de C reat. 


of the Kabala, that by it ſublime Myſteries S#blimja per 
are found out ; beſides they make the know. **Myſteriarn- 
ledge of the Kabala and Magical Art one ® 350g In 


the gifts the Sanhbedrim was endued withal. 
This being now laid down, we may ealily 
ſee how fond this calumny againſt Chritts . 


Miracles was, They were done by Magick, 
which he learnt in A: yp:, when our Saviour 


was carried thither an Infant, and ftaid not 
long there , but till the death of Herod , 


which happened too quick for his age or abi- 


lities,to comprehend that Art. And if by 
the Kabala he had done them , why did not 
the Sanbedrim, who were ſo well verſed in 
that myſterious knowledge, do the ſame 
things themſelves which he did, or elſe de- 
H 3 tet 


nat 3-4 *X oe ts vu 4” : po \ ME PETE of - a 
P * 
F ” . 
: 
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te& rhe how he did\ them. Arnobixs 
' "ſhall conc , eng x me. _ 
| '; 3: fore were thoſe things whi 
Lyuotunng Ev i . Joon: were don? the deceits of the 
Mazicorum Artizn ludi >Po: Devils, and the fports of Ma- 
reftis aliquem nobie |  gick Arts ? Can ye defign tous 
| _— ex .ommibus _ _ one, aehrne out of all 
2 a er or þet ary e Magicians, who ever were, 
up rh eg ok -who tit in. the thouſand part 
rit 7 qui fine 4 ny do any thing like Chriſt > who 
ne. berberum. & graninum without any force of verſes , 
ſuccis  Sne' nulla, aliqus vbſer- without any - juyces of herbs 
vatione ſolicits facr _—_ - and grafles, without any ſolli- 
om an ag de nts citory obſervation” of ſacred 
E ndeant fere, vet Rites, Offerings, Times, did 
qua ſeſe (pondeans facere, vel MUtes, OHerings, mes, al 
in quibus generibus aftuun theſe things} We neither urge 
ſole:y omnis illorum doirins q1ar ſeek what they promiſe: to 
& experientia cominert, Ate do, or.in whar kind of AG: all 
ad Tiles? their Learning and Experience 
uſed to be contained. And a little after he 
: concludes, But it is evident 
Aequi conflitit Chriflum ſiee that Chriſt did all theſe things 
ullis adminiculis Rerum, fine without any help of ourward 
ultius R'5us obſervatione, vel thi . "lanes 
lege , emnia ils nominis ſui  W1mgs, Without the OMICrVAtle 
poſſibilirgre feciſſe. Wbid. on orrale of any Rite, and on-. 
| ly did it by the —_—_—_ 
of his Name. I will ſhut up all this w' 
that excellent ſaying of this fore-mentioned 
Authour Arzob:us in another place, which 
is 2 farther confirmation of the truth of our 
Saviours Miracle*. Neither was 


Negque eft ab illo gefium per 


dmirati bus cun- there any thing (faith he) done 
* hy qo en nr needy by bim miraculoufly, to the ad- 


miration 


- 


" 


at: 
miration of all ;"all' which 


. The miraculous _ he ve his Ape I Op 
the Church till the rar became Chritian, > £3, 
and ſome time after, BIDET 

For the better” handling whereof, 1 ſhall _ © © 
ſhew you fitſt, That this pife of Mitacles did ".- : 


you from the Authorities-of nol exai> 4 
nent Fathers of that Ape, and'from S.4ugy- 
ſtine ;, that they were in his time when the 
world was Chriſtian. Secondly,71 ſhall ſhew 
you from the confeſſions of a permeld hwy 


the Emperour Antoninu A 
louſly delivered, which by the E Emperours | 
Lotnard is attribured to = 


and of the Talmudiſfts,that the heiſtians ha had 
the power of Miracles. Of cach in their order. -- (+ __ 
1, Firſt, Bir nr nd ho of Miracles did: - - 
continue in the Ghurch, ſhallnot in ſet- -- - 
ting downtheſe Kuthoriries gee under,” nf | 
any certain head -of Miracles/ but giveYou'' © © © 
them according'to the Age the Author lived, 
in ; my intent-being to finiſhone*Atithor bes." 4 
fore I begin, another. / And becguſe Jokin | —- 
rpg cg wor op ere - mg 
m ; who} to' —_— 
God a Saviour" hath - theſe>words ;- Now 


H.4 you 


Place this leaf after folio 393 


O_—_— the Church for the -firſt- 300: - ++ 


: faciendum perunlh ilk & ra; 
b & corn fo= 


— 


did noe giverobetloneto th | 
little and ruftick-perſc and 8. ACS $4 £ lib. 
ſubjeed to rar. Which v98 TP $4,424 
» direaly ans. he (edn proving! my third es 
| Poſition, EN 


m 


pena #1 ne 
nt 
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adjuring all Devils and unclean ſpirits, have 
them obedient to us. Anda little after, that 
I may name no more, being angry with Try+ 
phon the Jew for adulterating the propheſies, 
as particularly that of a Virgin conceiving, he 
ſhews him, that our Saviour was to come in 
a-mean' manner, and yet to do great things. 


The firſt the Jews know; for 
the ſecond , Now *ris eali to 
learn from thoſe things which 
are done in your fight , if you 
will; for by the Name of Jeſus 
Chriſt, the ſon of God, the firit 
begotten of all creatures, born 
of a 'Virgin, and being man, 
ſubjed to ſufferings, and cruci- 
fied under Pontizs Pilate,by your 
people, who died, roſe from the 
dead, and 'aſcended into hea- 
ven, every Devil being adjured 
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is overcome and ſubdued. All 
theſe places are in his Apologie, orin his Diſc 
putation with the Jew ; where having to do 
on the one hand with a potent, on the other 
hand with an impudent and perverſe Anta- 
go-iſt, *tis not probable to ſuppoſe, he relates 
any matter of fat which was not true. 
Ireneus comes next, and him we find 
urging againſt S:mm and Carpocrates, that 
all the tricks they did were not beneficial but 
- prejudicial to men ; he proceeds againſt them 
negatively, and then affirms this miraculous 
power to be in the Church in his time poſi- 
tively 


Nec enim c&cis þ donare 
viſum , neque ſurdk auditum, 
meque omnes Damones 4- 
re, prever eos quil ab ipfus imi- 
mittuntur , 5 tanien @ bc 
faciunt :. Neque | debiles aut 
claudos aut Paralyticos ng ren 
vel alia quadem corporis parte 
wexatos , quemadmodum (ape 
events ficrs ſecundum corpora» 
km infitmitaem , vel exrum 
que forks accidunt infirmi- 
tate; bonds vdletudines re- 
flarrare + Tantum. abſunt ab 
&9, x6 rertunn excitent ,quem- 
ddmeidum dominus excitavit 
& Apofto!i pet Orationem,& 
in fratctnitatc ſapiſſime prop- 
867 Cece , F ue cf} ry 
Hwguo bees Keeltſea Yniver(a 
polialance per jejunium & ſup- 
plicationem muliam , reverſus 
et fpiritus moriue, & dona- 
1m ct bomo Orationibus San- 
forum, ut nequidem credant 
boc in totum poſſe fieri, eſſe 
autem ReſurreFionem 3 mor- 
nk agnitionem cjus que ab cis 
dicitur veritatis. Irzncus ad- 
yerl.Hzreſes. lib.z, cap.56. 
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tively, His words are theſe.For 
they neither can give fight--to 
the blind, nor hearing to. the 
deaf, neither .can they | chaſe 
uy all Devils, unle{sthey be 
thoſe who are put in by them» 
ſelves, if truly they can do 
that : Neither can they cure the 
weak or the lame, or thoſe that 
are afflicted in any other part 
of their body , which accord- 
ing to bodily infirmity often 
happens, or the infirmity of 
thoſe which happen without, 
can they reſtore good health to. 
*Tis ſo far from them that they 
ſhould raiſe the dead (as 'our 
Lord raiſed, and the Apoſtles 
by Prayer, and in the Brother- 
hood often for ſome neceſlity, 
the Univerſal Church which is 
in every place by faſting and 
much ſapplication begging it, 
the ſpirit is returned to 
dead, and a man is given to 
the prayers of the Saints): that 
they do not beheve this wholly 


can be done ; for that there ſhould be a Re- 
ſurreRion from the dead is the agnition of 

that truth which is ſpoken by them. And'in 
the next Chapter diſputing. againſt the-;Epi- 


cureans and Cynicks 


, and their Miracles, 


which (faith he) are meerly deceits, like to 


thofe 
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thei 


thoſe of Simon Mages, yielding no profit to 
inbie whom.” and in whom rheſe 


works were done, being rather Phantaſmes 
then Miracles , when our Saviours are evi- 
dently fo : His Reſurre&ion the third day. 


from the dead was firm, ſeen 


by his Diſci- 


ples, and in their preſence he was received 


anto Heaven : He thus proceeds. 
ſay; the Lord did thoſe by the 

ce of theſe things , 
bringing them back to the Pro. 
phets, we will demonſtrate out 
of 'them, that all. thefe 'things 
were foretold by God , and 
moſt truely done, and that he 
only is the Son of God:Where- 
fore in his name, they who are 
truly his Diſciples, - receiving 
Grace from him, are enabled 
to benefit the reſt of men, even 
as every one hath received a 
gift from him : For ſome caſt 
oat Devils moſt really and tru- 
ly, ſo that they who are clean- 


ſed from theſe unclean Spirits, Þ*# 


do often believe themſelves,and 
are inthe Church, Some have 
the ' knowledge of things to 
come, Vifions, and Propheri- 
cal Readings : And others 

che Impofition of hands cure 
thoſe that are fick' of ary infrr- 
mity, and reftore them perfe&t- 


But if they 


$1 autem & Dominum 


per 
Phantaſmaia bujuſmodi feciſ- 
ſe dicuns, pry ar redu- 
centes eos , ex ipfis demoniirg- 


bimus omui4 fic Deo & pre- 
diFaeſſe, & fats firmi 

& ipſum ſolum eſſe flium 
Dei ; quapropter & in illius 
nomine, qui vere illius ſunt 
Diſcipuli , ab ipſo accipientes 
gratiam perficiunt ad benefi- 
cid reliquoruam bominum , 
quemaimodum unuſgquiſque ac- 
cepis donum 4b eo : Alit enim 
Daeamonas excludunt firmiſſimd 
& ure, ut ctiam ſepiſſime 
oredant i [ 


<= 
rum, & viflones &f lefiones 
Propheticas : Alii aurems 1d- 
borantes aliqua infirmitate 
per ntanus Impoſutionem cu» 
ran 5 & ſanes reftituunt 3; 


& prafcienia habent 


by Fam etiam quemadmodum di- 


ximus & ohm reſurrcxe- 
rus, & perfeverauerunt no- 
biſcum amis mat Ez quid 
y 


( 108 ) 
autem? Non eft numerum dice- any wart even now,as we 
re gr atiarum, wver= have fai the, dead have 
Deo &&- _.. 9 . 
xk Ee IP re, an many years ave ve 
(u crucifixi ſub Pontio Pilato, mained with us. But what? I 
dey Pugulos dieg in opitulati- cannot repeat the number of 
onem gentium perficis, neque thoſe graces which the Church 
ſeducens aliquem , Tits F- throughout the whole world 
cunian 6 auſerens. hid. caPe receiving from God, doth eve- 
ry day perform by the name of 
Jeſus Chriſt who was crucified under Ponrius 
Pilate, for the benefit of all Nations, nei- 
ther deceiving any of them, nor taking a- 
way their money for doing of it. Thus tre- 
news. Origen follows next, who was Ireneus 
his Contemporary , and was born but 20 
years after him : I ſhall produce his Teſti- 
mony only out-of his Books againſt Celſius ; 
and that which offers it ſelf in the firſt place 
to be conſidered by us, is his reply to Celſius 
Obje&tion, who demanded what great and 
eminent work did our Saviour ever do ; Un- 
to which this Father gives this anſwer. If 
LEES +... thou wilt not believe thoſe 
Tyyezey os Fey 78 Ins wonderful things which . the 
75 uae; onuvey Heep7d” Evangelifis teſtific Jeſus did 
©t9g ReATeL. Lib.z, pag.80, 2nd which happened at his ſif- 
Edic, Cant, 1658. fering, yet believe what thou 
: ſeeſt now : For it is the magni- 
ficent work of Jeſus, to. heal even to -this 
day, in the-name of Jeſus, whom God pleaſ- 
eth. In his third Book ſhewing the differ- 
ence between the Religion of the Heathens 
and that of Chriſtians, the great diſpropor- 


tion 
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tion between their gods, and our Jeſus : He 
tells us, That the Magicians did not regiſter 


his name amongſt 


the gods, being compelled 


to doſo by the Decree of ſome King or Em- 

r.- but that the Maker of the whole 

World the wonderful efficacy of his 

DoQrine, did _ him to be worſhipped 
® 


in the hearts 


his Believers , 


and to be 


dreaded by- Devils, and all other invifible 


Powers, Who (faith he) eveu 
now appear dreading the name 
of Jeſus, as of ſome Greater, 
or receiving this as a piece of 
Worſhip even from the Laws of 
their Ruler : For if this efficacy 
was not given from God ; © the 
Devilsat the naming only of his 
Name would not willingly de- 
part from thoſe | bodies they 
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have ſo long poflefled. - In his _— 
ſeventh Book he anſwers Celſus 
his Objetion againſt the Prophets , why 
they being as ambiguous as any of the moſt 
myſterious Oracles ſhould only be telieved 
Divine, -when the Oracles Pythia, Dozonea, 
&c.-that were diſperſed t hout all the 
world, - ſhould be eſteemed of no worth.” To 
this he thus anſwers : -Though (nn he) 1 
might from the Authority of Ariſtotle and 
other Peripateticks produce many things ab- 
rogating from” the belief of the Pythian 
Oracle, yet he lays:that aſide, andonly de- 
fires Celſas to conſider: how unfit it: became 
| an 
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an Holy Spirit to utter Oracles 
through that place which is not 
/* "becoming a wiſe manto ſee;and 

how unlike Pythi2 her (elf in her 
delivering Oracles is to one poſſeſſed with an 
Holy Spirit , who knows not what ſhe either 
doth or faith when ſhe delivers them: When 
(faith he) the Prophets were enlightned by 
the Haly:Spirit, and their minds by its ope-= 
ration made more perſpicuous, and the ef- 
teQts of it appeared in their lives. Then he 


proceeds to tell us how 
Oracles were to the Prophets , who 
ambiguity and'obſcurity,; inſtead of 


ry the Pythian 
by their 
enlight- 


ning-.the minds of their hearers blinded 


them more. 
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His words are theſe. If Pythiz 
be carried beyond her (elf, 
when ſhe prophefieth, what is 
that Spirit to be eſteemed, who 
poures upon the mind and: rea- 
ſon nothing but darkneſs, and 
how great is that kind of De- 
vils, whom not a few Chriſti. 
ans chaſe away from thoſe thar 
ſuffer by them, without 'any 
Circles or other a& of Magici- 
ans, or Witches , but only by 
prayer and fimple adjurations, 
and thoſe things the moſt jgno- 
rant man can bring to paſs; for 
oftentimes'very Ideots do them, 


Oc, L might Maps þ aa out of this 
Father to the ſame purpoſe , but having 


more 


2, 
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Spirit , being commanded by 
any Chriſtian, ſhall confeſs of 
truth himſelf ro be a Devil, as confit 
otherwhere falſly he hath, a biDeun 


produced who are ſuppoſed to imantey; god ar® (8- 

ſuffer by God , who bredibe preg pa vg oo 

on the Altars fancy a Deity 

ore bem {mell, Cont m_ by 
ing , who pant- Ft q 

ing. Let that hojy Virgin, the fe Ms a—__ oy 

promilſer of rain be produced, cypgie; & Thenatio & Aſcle- 

that Aſculapiws, the teacher of pieders vide ſumminiſtrater , 

Medicines , -_ -—_ of life O_—_—_ cn = 

to Socordius,and Thanatius, and orator —magty 

Aſctepiodorus , who were about Rs nt fondo 

to dye the other day,unlefs they Ffundite. Apol.cop.23. 

confeſs themſelves to be Devils, 

not daring to lyeto any Chriſtian, ſhed the 

blood of that ſhameleſs Chriſtian there. In 


his 


:igrum 


A oE [6u- 


(112) 
his book to Scapula the Procurator of Afﬀrick, | 
ſpeaking againſt thoſe bloody Oblations the | 
Heathens Gods delighted in , he tell: them, 
that God doth hate that food of Divels. And 


Damones autem non tantum 
reſpuimus .verum & revinci- 
mus, & cotidie trraducimus, & 
de hominibus expellimus ficut 
pluribus notum eff, Ad Scapu- 
lam, c.3. 


boneſti viri (dewul- 
wi enim non dicimus)aut 
3 Demonik aut aalerudinibus 
remediati ſunt. Ipſe enim 
Severus pater Amonini Chri- 
ſtiatormm memor fuit. Nan 
& Proculum C — ut 
T orpacion coz nomine u- 
hodia Precderen qui cum 
per Oleunt aliquando curaverat 
require. & is Palatio (uo 
babutt 4 mortem ejus, 
| er Antoninus optime n0- 
ne: late Chriſtiano educa- 
I8, Ibid:c.4. 


the Divels (faith he) we donot 
only reje& but overcome , and 
traduce daily , and expel from 
men, as it is known to many. 
And inthe fourth chaptey of the 


ſame book he repeats ſeveral 


miraculous cures done by Chri- 
ſtians. How many Honourable 
perſons on we ſpeak not of the 
meaner ſort) have been remedi. 
ed either from Devils or Niſea- 
ſes? Severus himſelf, the father 
of Antoninus,wrds mindful of the 
Chriſtians. For he ſought our 
Proculus a Chriſtian,Procurator 
of Euhodia, who was Sir-na- 
med Corpacton , and who had 
formerly recovered him by oy], 
and had' him in his Pallace till 
his death;whom Antoninus well 
knew,being himſelf brought up 


by Chriſtian milk. In cap. 57. of his book 
De Anima, we have yet a further Teftimon 
to this purpoſe, where aſſerting how mu 


miſchief , how many immature and cruel | 
deaths the Devils have cauſed, by taking up- | 
on them the ſhapes of dead iperſons, he 
proves that thsy do ſometimes take upon 
them ſuch ſhapes in theſe words , ”_ - 

| ently 


| 


| 


| 
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denitly prove this deceit of the 


wicked Spirit that.lurks under- 
the ſhape of the dead, when 


ſometimes in Exorciſmes they 
affirm that they are a man in 
the number of their parents , 
ſometimes that they are Glad!- 
ators, or Bzaſt-keepers, as at 
ather-times that they are gods , 
endeayouring to ſhut out no- 
thing, ſo much as what we 
pooch, that we might nor eafi- 
y believe that all Souls are 


Hane quoque falliciam ſpiri- 
11a perſdnks defun- 
forum deliteſcentis tiff fallor; 
et1am rebus probamus, quum in 
Exorciſmis inter1um aliquent 
ſe exparentibas hominem ſui 
affirmant, interdum Gladiato= 
rium aut Beftiarium, ficut 
alibi Deun, nibil magk cui- 
raes extludere quam hoc ipſum 
quod pradicemus, ne facile 
credamus animas univer(as a1 


inferos redigi ; Et tamen ille 
Demon poliquam circumſtan- 
tes car Ire Fensavit, in- 


carried to that ſeparate ſtate of fayzi2 divine gratie vis, 


et this Devil 
to 


the dead : And 
after that he hath attem 
circumvent the ftanders about 


id quod in vero eff. invitze 
corftictiir. De Anima. cap.57, 


him, ' being overcome by the force of divine 
grace, unwillingly doth confeſs that that is 
true, | 

[ ſhould fay no more out of this Father 
did not. the Elegancy of the words, and the 
Excellency of the ſenſe perſwade me to what 
i already faid, toadde this excellent advice 
which he gives Chriſtians under 7erſecurion, 
Sw flye,but to on toit : Mark hiswords,: © 
That Souldiec -is--the- gallanter ppp. ts i, - - 
that is/Þpſt in fight; then that is peer ra; wh | ne 0 phene 
avedjn flight. Doeft thou fear Times haminem Chriſtiane, 
man, iQ: Chriſtian, - who thy quem timers oportes ab Ange- 
ſelf,oughteſt ro be feared by. 16; Friem drgder full 
Angteh s becauſe thou art about 2 Pencils. | lem & in 
to judge them, os, qughteſt 


Damonas arcepiſhi preftatems 


o + > x . * 2 
£ 


| j (;_ 
m vary ab wp we to be feared by the Devils , be- 
| \ 818. 36 Wu over ” 
pul, Dofugy i Myicer arr ENS ah = 
- v _ , bs | 
Songe\ GOP. A+ -...... be fearedof the whole 'world, 
- becauſe the whole world in thee is' judged. 
Thus-mwch-for Tertullian.. 1 
The next in-age that I ſhall make uſe of is 
Minutias Felix, and him we have in his O&a- 
vizs not affirming only this-miraculous pow- 
er. to bave been in the: Church , but a 
ing to--their knowledge of the truth of it. 
©» All theſe things (faith he) the 


4 


Har omnia ſciunt Noe 'I 
YJaemd 


pars veſtrim ipfos  Vams 
de ſemetipfis confiteri, quoties 
andbi/ he r= ? 
orafiank intendits de torpori- 
bus exiguntur. Ipſe Saturnus, 
& Serapk, & Fupjter, & 
uicquid Demonzzy colith, vi- 
7 dolore quid ſuns eloquun- 
atudt- 


Fhr ; nec utique in t 
nem ſui, nonnullis 


veſtrum aſſiGentiby, mentiun- 
605 Da. 


zur. Ipfus retibmeeſſe c 
mongs, de (e verum onpiey- 
zibme credite. Adjurgti enim 
per Deum verum & 


witi miſcris corparibue inhor-. 


reſcunt , yel exiliuns ftatim,, 
vel edge 


ſohin;in« 


greateſt part of you know that 
the 'very Devils do-'confeſs: of 


. themſclves:,'”as often as by us 
mw they are driven from bodies, 


by: the toxments of words and 
heat of prayer. Sarurn him- 
ſelf; and Sexapis, and Jupiter, 
and what other Devils you 
worſhip, {being overcome-with 
torture, ſpeak out. what they 


are., neither «(though it-be-to 
their diſpi 


grace) -do- they lye, al- 
though ſome 'of you. ogg 
aſliſting.: / Believe-theſe witne(> 
ſes confefling/truly of themlelves 


lanmgrew thar-chey are Devik ; for: be- 


5 | unwillingly, and mf 


**21 "- ſerablyroaring in thelt bodies 


, or elſe vaniſh by degrontas 
2 e 
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(15) 
the faith of the Patient doth help, or the 
Grace of the Carer doth aſpire, Thus he. 

« 8, Cyprian the Biſhop of Carthage and glo- 
rious Martyr ſhall follow him in place, as he 
doth in age; and him we find in his Epiftle 
to Demetriazs Ptoconſul of Afiz 'urging 
this of Miracles'to perſwade him- to Chrifti- 
anity. O that thou' wouldeft 


| J 
they are tortured with ſpiritua] , 74#r , & Forquentur fþiri- 
whips, and are difedn ont of mites Sage , & verborum 


chat, thou doeſt- worſhip the 9% cpm Mult obſeint, 
Gods,cither believethem whori Sens phono 
| | hoFfogart ab fs gies Eur 1h 
wilt; believe ty ff: For out £8 ab eis quot th atd- 


with the nighe"of Tenorance; 1h poicrk fe 
Thott ſhak fre 'us entreated of nga nes fin 
' IT preſentibus lices 


, prattigics iltas & fat- 


| (116) 
lacias ſues non poſſe eelare, AL worlhippeſt : Thou ſhalk ſee + 
Dernerrianum. them ſtand bound- under--our 

F _ . power , and being Captives,.to 
tremble, whom thou admireft, and adoreſt 
as Lords. - Certainly either {> thou mayeſt 
be confounded in theſe thy -errours, when 
thou ſhalt.ſce and hear thy gods whom thou 
worſhippeſt preſently betray themſelves what 

| they are, when we ask the Queſtion, and 

. not tobeable to conceal their deceits and 

fallacies, although ye be preſent. And-to 

this let meadde that of the ſame Father to 

Donatus,, where we have” him laying- down 

this truth more affirmatively,” without any 

' Rhetorical flouriſhes. There is (faith he) 

a III0E® the bot power given to compell unclean 

HINT ol making Spe, who 

ap YT ry ek > havecntred.into men that they 

__ ” minimiſe might deſtroy them, by repeat- 

increpantibu- cogere, confli- ed threatnings to confeſs them- 

fantes, cjulantes, gementes, * ſelves, to make them how), cry, 

eyory ney pun: propagamt® 11.4 groan, by reaſon of the 

\ deivide” Br Ge an ps increaſe of; the puniſhment that 

videtur, 'occulza 'plage, pens follows them,to beat them with 

manifeſis. Cypr.ad Donarum. whips, to roaſt-them with fire. 

| + -». The thing is there done but is 

- not ſeen , the puniſhment is hid , but the 

pain is:manifeſt, Thus I have from the, Au- 

rhority of fix, of the moſt eminent Church» 

Writers of the firſt 300 years proved, that 

_ alleheircime Miracles were in the Church, 1 

ſhall ira few words-ſhew. you they were not 

ceaſed in'S. Auftines and $, Chryſe wat 
oe re 
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before whoſe days the world -became Chri- 

Kian, | 

St; Auſtin was Bilhop of Hippo almoſt at 

the end of the fouth Cen Me 7 in the 

224,'Book De Cinvitate Dei, a cap;$8,- he hath 

ſetapart to treat of Miracles ; In which ha- 

ving told us, That Miracles were.. 

neceſſary before .the world be- - Poſſe i goon, dicere neceſſs- 


lieved , that the world might 774 crederes 


priuſquam 
believe ; & that whoſoever duth tidis ur ore ſqub kr _ 


inquire after. Prodigies NOW , wumn eſt ipfe Prodigium, qui 
- he might believe, isa great ni non credis, : 
Prodigie himſelf, who doth not. -  - 
believe when the world believeth-: And re- 
=__ us to the Miracles reported by.the E- 
at laſt he adds ſome. that happen- 
edi in * his days, and were upon his wn khow-= 
ledge true. That Miracle (faith: he) which 
as; done at Man when we 
when the blind man Mirgculuom 
had his fi t reſtored him, may 7; gas ne en, $69 prot. ao 
_ to be known of many,be- 0h, on Siritiom  po4 
cauſe the City is great; and the pervenire, quia grandk eff 


being witneſs of it, 
running. to the. bodies of the . gy Gervafii pm meg tng = 
nar Profaſyw and Gervaſins, on & peniima f eſcirens Tp4- 
ada 3: hay hid. fcopo = pornos algo 
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dream, we | 20 ol _ | 
as an ſhaking off his ancient Gb. | 
| I3- 


cs 
neſs aw the day. He tells us that Drnocoriting 
at Carthage, he and his Brother Alypiut be. 


in preſent, was Grate nate. 
wed ot fe re eres onee out 


' was not cured; and conld not be done the {e- 


cond time without danger of life as well as 


Infinitetorture. Innocentia allo of the ſame 


| ys 


moſt Rehgious Woman, was cured 
cer in her breaſt: which the Phyſi- 
riars. judged incurable\, by praying at the 
Font, andibeing ſigned with: the fign of the 


+... - Oroſd'orrthe part diſeaſtd;; by the firſt wo- 
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man that Fateoy was "baptized, according to 
rhe the received from God in 
a dream. He tells us of a Phyfitian i the 
fame City that when he- was ba was 
35-4 Moo - ef one Crurabi anu both 

of a oe pry Ruprurs, 'by-the ſame Sacra- 
ments ; of a Presbyter, who' cured a' Virgin 


0.. and annointing' with 
(508 4 of a Devil. He 
to:theſca whole Catalogue of Miracles 


ben that plorious r, in the Colonyof 
aaa: Fi lat LA es with a moſt 
Miracle-:done_ in his 
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(119) . 
who: had not either ſeen or 
learnt this , neither is any that 
could upon any reaſon forget it. 
There were ten children,where» a 
of ſeveri; were-men, and three 
women, of Ceſares | in Cappa- 
dacia', arnongſt their Citizens 
not ienoble, -who bythe curſe 
of their mother (newly depri- 
ved by the death of their Fa- 
ther ; who bitterly took ſome 

injury done her by them) were 
thflifted from God with ſuch a 


| puniſhment, that they did moſt 


dreadfully ſhake with the trem- 


' bling of their joynrs, in which 


moſt ſad condition , no' ways 
being able to.endure the being 
ſeen by their Citizens, it ſeem- 
£d gocd unto them to. go every 
where about. ; 
wander almoſt throughout all 3pm 
the: Roman world.” Of theſe, 
two of theni-came tous, a Bro- 


ther and a Siſter, Pazlus and 


TE 


Paltadiz, known in many places 
by this defami ingmniſery. They 
came thither almoſt fifteen days 
before Eaſter, and praying they 
evety day. frequented the 
"Chatrch',” and in#t-rhe Shrine 
of the moſt glorious Stephen, tor 
that God would be | 


fibi ab eks fatam acerbiſſim 


ladia; multk ali 


and they did 99%: 


vel o_ ve! didict#3}; mil- 
lam, 'qui MPs wt har 
on 


fuernne ; quorum feprem 

ns mares, tres ſeniia, 
de Caſare Cappadocia;ſuortm 
Cvithn non ignobites ,maleti- 
#0 Wairſs recenti parris vorntn 
obita, deffinut e, que infuriam 8 


Wit, tali fend fant divini- 
#3 e0erciti, ut horribilicer 
onines ny + mem- 
in qua feliſſima ſpe- 
av ddtles bo end ar Lac 
ferentes, elem cuzguee 
ire viſum eſt, toto per? wage 
bavttur orbe. Romano. Ex bk 
etHidn dd nos venerunt dud, wy 
4 & ſerey, Paulus, oo Pat- 
tock w_ 
ria defamante copniti, 
nn dee 
m ccle 
go & in e fa 1-3 


gloriofsffimi $teþhani Mr 
$abant orantes , SoAeeef 

placarer Dem, & [dlutem Fey h 
ftindn redderet : jy a & 
—_——_ 4 gory 
ND kerts 
ys re werk eortm 10- 
verant, atii ponerant 
Indicabans. & P i{cha, 
ipſo die iy elm 
Ef & loci Home > wing 
Horry trerhgje idem 
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ifram.ef, & dormjenti 
millimus . jacuis , non-14amen 
F,emens ficut. per ſomnum (ole- 
0 at. Stupentibus qui aderant, 
atque alis paventibus , aliis 
dolenvibus , cum cum quidem 
vellent exigere nonnullt probi- 


byerunt, ſed potiys exitum ex- 
peffandum CT _g Es ec- 
ce s ,. & pon rremebat, 


 guoniam ſanatus erat , ſtahat 


zncolumis intucns intuentes. 
Yui ergo intuentium ſe te- 
nut 2 laxdibia Dei ? Claman- 
plies ns iumque vocibua 

c6le uequaque completa 
eft, fs yd page nn ubi 
edebam jam En 
is alter quiſque poſt a'terum, 
omns ey quafs novum 
quod alius privs dixcrat , nun- 
mianies : Meque gaudente, & 
azui me gratias Dco azente 
engine etiam ipſe cum plu- 
ribus , inclinatur ad- genus 
med, crigitur ad ofcutiim me- 
4m; Procedimus ad populums 
plena ex:t Eccleſia, perſonabat 
P0cibus gaudiorum, Deco gra- 
F146, Deo laydes nemine $4cen- 
pc, $uns ab que inde clonanti- 
un. Salutgvi populum,g Tw- 
ſus cadem jerventiore vice cla- 
mabant. Fafo autem fulentio 
Scrippurary "i fivinarum ſuns 
I:t2 [olemnia : bz .quiem 


' ventumn eſt a4 mei ſermons 16- 


cum. dixi pauca pro tcmpore, 
& pro illizs jucunditate. | 


yl 


(120) 


with them, and reſtore them 


their former health; and wheve-., 


ſocver they went they drew-up- 
on them the eyes of the whole 
City ; ſome becauſe they had 
ſeen them in other places, and 
knew. the cauſe' of that trem- 
bling , others that they might 
tell it to as many as they could. 
Eaſter comes, and in the Lords 
day in the morning, when even 
now there wasa great multitude 
of reoplepreſent,and this yeurh 
praying and holding faſt -the 
Rails of that holy place where 
the Shrine was, fel ſuddenly 
down, and lay as one ſleeping, 
yet not trembling as he was 


wont when he ſlept. Thoſe that 


were preſent being amaze1 , 
and fome being: afraid, others 
grieving ;. when therefore ſome 
would have raiſed him up, they 
hindred- ſaying, the event.was 
to be expefted': And he him- 
ſelf roſe upand: did not trem- 
ble, becauſe he was healed ; He 
ſtood up whole looking on thoſe 
that looked on him. Whothere- 
fore of the beholders could hold 
himſelf from::praiſing God 2? 


ls;;- The Church every where was 
zia; Magi; cnimeos j8.0p- filled with the .acclamations of 


ſhouters, 
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ſhouters, and givers of God 


thank: From thence they ran * 


to me where I ſate,being now a- 
bout to go on proceſſion: One af- 
ter another they ruſh upon me, 
the laſt relating to'me that as 
new, what another 'had before 
told me. When I was rejoy- 


cing, and by my ſelf giving 
God thanks, he himſelf comes 


into me, with many more, he 


: fallsdownat my' knees, ſtands 


"_.. 


upto my kiſs: We go'forth to 
the people, the Churcli-was full 
and did eccho with the 'voice 
of Rejoycings, and every where 
crying , Thanks'be to God , 
Praife be to God, "none holding 
theie peace. Tfalured the peo- 
ple, and again'they 'ecchoed 
the lame things with a more 
ferverit-voice : 'Silence at length 
being © made, ' the ' accuſtomed 
Leflons of the 'Holy' Scripture 
wereread : When therefore it 
was: come -- ITS of m 

Sermon, I e-a few words 
for-the « Ht pov for the plea- 
ſantneſs of this" joy ; for I 
thought fit they ſhould rather 


-confider a kind of divine &lo-' 


quence in the holy wok: 


then 
hearit,. The man: dived 


with 


re divino quendem Dei tld-" 
jam non audire, ſed con- 


mo prandir, & ditis | 
bk ontnem ſua a6 macrne fre- 


promiſ: 
minico die Paſc 
adibus exedra, in_ qua de 
upertori uebar loco % fees 
ftarc ambos fratres ciim eorum 
legeretur wer nmwrinſ 
populus univer ſus uri 
que uni ſtavzein ſine deform 
of, alterem membris omni- 
contfementem :" Ex quiip- 
ſum non viderant quid. in eo 
xe miſericordin® fatthum 
eft, in ejus ſorore cernebayt : 
ds Nei ll lo —_ Tg- 
tulan id pro” 
— [aver hae re 
corum [1bello de confpefu popu- 
li abire eos pracepi , & de t0- 
14 ipſ2 cauſa iquantd fitigen- 
tins ceperam di fÞpurtre: Cum 
ecce mxe. diſputante vwoces alia 
de memoria Martyris nove gra- 
tulatione audiuntur. Converfs 
ſuns ed qui me audiobant , c#- 
concurrere ; Ill 
enim de gradibus deſcenderas, 
in quibms feterat, ad ſanflun 
Martyrem orare perrexerat : 


pobrs ut cancellos attigis, 
ſs fmiliter velus ad fon 
| us, 


) 


nor Story | ſhould be read to -vhe 


leretur People: When this thing, was 
#f. ad. done in the third Lords day of 


5 the Chore, in. which 1-{pake 


an, = from a higher place, I-matle 
both theſe brothers "MO: ſtand 
ian Whilſt their Book was read. The | 
tart whole people of both ſexes did | 


ſee one ſtanding. without | any 
bs deformed motion , the - other 


the ſight of the people , and began of-che 
whole caufi to diſpute 


thee. new-yoyces of yejoycing were heard 


from the Memorial ofthe Martyr. They turiv- | 


e>:abont thither who-heard me , and'biegen 
to run: For after ſhe-had gone down the 
ſieps where ſhee ſtood, thee went forwards ro 


pray 


Eaſter week; upon the eps of 


tremblinginall her joynts; and | 
they which did not — of * 
Gods mercy was done in him, ' 
might perceive it in his Siſter : ' 
They ſaw. in; him what was:to : 
be thanked for ; what forher was to be pray+ 
ed for. Amongſt theſe things when theiv hook * 
was read, I commanded them to go out of | 


tte more diligent- ' 
ly ; when behold whill I was diſputing,” o- | 


th — —— _ «.c FR 7 — _ punt cl 


E<OBSBTHRYPAanPar OC CAICATEA 


pray _STINY Martyrs 


We ar 6; > "AIG 
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Shrinez who I 
ſently as ſhe touched the Rai 

down in like manner, as aſleep, roſe Og Ie- 
covered. When therefore we did require 
what was done, from whence that: joyful 


! noiſe came,. they. entred with her into the 


Chore where we-were , bringing her whole 
from the place of the Martyrs Shrine. Then 
there began ſo great a noiſe of admiration 


| fromboth ſexes _ voice being conti- 


nued with the weeping for her, did 


| ſcemnot to have mk; She is bronght to © ! | 
/ that place where” a' little before: ſhe flood * 


trembling : They rejoyced to'ſoe her made 
like ran; DE nth om before they prod: ay  AEIE 
to have remained o _—_ and they ſaw, 
though the prayers er were not yet put 
up, yet thartheir previous deſire was fo fad. 
denly heard, - They did lift up to the praiſe 
of God their voices withcut words with {6 
great a ſound'as our ears could ſcarcely bear 
: | For: what was in their hearts bart the 
Fatih of Chriſt, for which Stephen's blood 
was ſhed? Thus he. And though this Story 
be long , yet not unworthy either of our 


reading or confidering. : 


S. Chryſoftome-; that 1 haſten , doth 
fafficiently' teſtifie lene have been in 
the Church in his time ; and'of that oro 
hath made an Oration tothe Martyr 
and of the wonderful effefts his dead_bones 
had to hinder'the Orack from propheryings 

very 


itt 
nl / 
331 


( 124 )): 
, Every fo (Gith he) where 
nfs ak. TUgwy = —_— of the Martyr i is, 
4 = there will be the ſhame of the 
9m Orarde S.Babyle. - Heathens. | (And a. little iafter 
ſhewing how the Devil cauſed: his bones to 
'be removed, he ſaith ; The 
'O hÞ ders e inejorey 5 Martyr indeed is removed, bur 
Pulent Frog tradek: the Devil is'not ſo freed from 
—_ Nd - ann tear, but preſently learnt, that 
yep 671 oc Auidley dy , It was pollible for him to-re- 


wilaxivnoar 


rea; NN pegrve®- Nagy: Move the: Martyrs, bones , but 

A hls Jus nad n 1 o__ to le the Martyrs 

a—_ ” T = Hog org Gnxe]o , 6 — Skeleton 

A © 4 —_ carri into the City,thun- 

at der from above fell upon the 

+ |, Devils Temple, and devoured 

jt. I chuſe this mid the. many others 

S. Chryſojtome affords me, becauſe | gx the 

learned Groizus Citing the authority of Lacian 

in his Pſeudomantei for this very Miracle , al- 

though I confeſs upon ſearch-I can find no- 

_ thing of it, -- that the Oracle of Apollo in 

apbne anſwered';. This place 

Nexp@y To y weloy i Angra 1s 7 fan of dead bores, and this 

a Y oy. goes Kot bindred the Oracle. And thus 

26-0 Relivionis Chriſtign=, ] have proved unto you the con- 

P-275.Edir, Lugd.Bat. tinuance of Miracles all the firſt 

p 300 years,'and-till S. Auftins 

and S. Chryſftoms, time , ' from- the beſt 
Church-Writers. 

Imuſt now proceed to Go you from the 
authority. ;of ; A Enemies- of Chriſtianity, 
the Heathens and Jews, that by the Chriſti- - 

ans 


Br inks 


ater 4 joan ne mh 


5 but they can ancofurcl, 
do by their Pr 
ry Sn TÞ that EE be bow ahh £ 
; augy > 4 e hang ſed $5: Graſs 


NY 


| Marcus wis ſo amaſed; 8 he” 
is _— to have OE $ ſhonld'be bc-!/ 


== called rhe rene 
cs concerning theſe rhings; the Grcigy: | 
[rw Taoy a and: His Legion was 
Thundering -Legion 3 but' ral as no: che Hala of 
-— Thus nn ny ae re 
\Þ erapce of the Rdbmins: Army, we baye (eyeral- 
ns.chat wirnels irin-xheic i 
| * it to Sther-caules rhan the,Chrj ian: 
Xe _ oplte id in his life of theit be: oj, Us 


of-his Bnemids 5 
FY His Sauldierg 
ſear for ,thirft. "Xp ilin 
12 attcibured: it to Ma- 
a "= lacs 1 Por, tlith 1 he, there is a report 
; yes gs wy [Magician na- 
ranphm, was with Moreue, who 
| OT T7 e-the Aerial Mercury, and 
ons, 'by his Magick Arts, 
_ "they £77 obrai » hls” rain. 
&, "This theſe ings Dion tells , 
| 3. Barons in the year of Clift 176, 
ls us. Thos chore is yer ro be ſeem ar 

Sh - ons YET: 
44.4 ” $ miraculous 
om ſans erpernny dog Tome, pag. rod 
: given us a Cut GR Ore | 
| Wo Es rain,'snd any pr 
”"Y lmg\ us .j 


Somers bod 
other file" ptc 
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a ProteQor ; if the Letters of 
Marcus Aurelius that _ grave 
Emperour be = eng in which 

he witnefleth, that Ger- 
man thirſt was diſpelled by a 
fiower , which was by Pc 
mtreated for in the prayers of 
the Chriſtians. And = very 
u/tin Martyr,with ſome 


ET: 


ng in it 


ps ok x 
thannexed to the end of his ſecond 
ogy to Antoninus Pius the Emperour, 
\ruk of great length, and--contains 
but what Xephilin bath be- 


Atnor & contra edimus Pro- 
tefforens ,. fs litera Marci Au» 


relii graviſſimi 1 oris 
requirantur, quibus illam Ger- 
manicam Chriſtianorum 


forte militum precationibus 


1k imbri ow 4s 


Fi afforded us, I.judge it fitter to refer the 
Reader to him, than to tranſcribe it out. of 


him, | Thus for the Heathens. 
- For the: 


ews, I ſhall only cite theix awn 


Talmud, W os the Treatiſe of Idalatry, 
Abodazara, cap.1. as Hoornbech tells me, doth 


celebrate James the Ap oftleand h 


Diſciple ' Feſus Clniſt.as emi- 
nent for the wo of Miracles, b 
ephew of Rab 
Samuel, being/bir of: a Serpent, 
would not be.cured, becauſe c- 
vety-Diſciple of Jeſus was wont 
to"heal in 3 the” ame of their 
 Naſter. Jeſus, Theſe things are 
Im the almud, and i in the fore= 
though m Stk 
branch. w hoy ian 


Facohum Apoſtolum Feſu Chri- 
Free Diſcipulum on Jeſu dons 
miraculorum pollentem, 2 _ 
tamen R. Samuekis Nepos 2 
Ferpentre illus curare noluerit, 
ideo quod Feſu Diſcipulus ſa 


nare, eſſtt. ſolitus in nomne 


Freceptorks ſui-Feſu. Has in 


'Talmude iftovecurruns Capi- 


16. Heornbeck: yo a 
Conver, _— "Coen 
PRa33y. 


a ot 


fires Jeſus Chviſt ro beeden great Lawgiver: I. 


hope 


Y- | a - "0" CIT C1 
TRAS 1; 8) 


hope the neceſliry of the ſubje& will excuſe 
my tedienfiefsin it, I proceed to the 
4. Fourth branch of this Argument, which 
© . is, The deſtruftion of; Idolatry ; and 'the 
, Conqueſt of the World to. the Name of a 
>-+ ; Crucified-Saviour, by ſuch weak and ignc- 
-» rant perſons as the Apoſtles were. . And this 
. naturally divides itſelf into two parts. 
The firſt is the deſtruftion by Idolatry. 
And for'the proving of that, what doth fit- 
ter begin our-Diſcourſe: then Porphyrius own 
Teſtimony; who, though the birtereſt enemy 
Chriſtianity ever had, yet. confefſeth, as Ex- 
ſebins tells'me in his firſt Chapter of his fifth 
Book De preparation: Evanygelica, That fince 
Jeſus __ to enlinark Fagan 
"Ino8 TWweuir 2 Saud; Ti; An bath received: publi 4 
beSr Saneords  Ggraties nefits from the gods... And *cis 
hd 6)0. .-..- no wonder he fhould ſay ſo,be- 
_ * cauſe we find, before the com- 
ing of our Saviour into the world, the moſt 
_ . famous Oracle of Apollo of Delphos was ſhut 
:.,Up.. "The Orator in his ſecond Book De Di. 
.- vinatione, ſeems to {{cight that Oracle altoge- 
+ ther : For it is long (faith-he)-fince ſhe ut - 
-_ tered-cheſe Verſes; and when ſhe diddo it, 


o 


; +: £5. they were. barbarous ones. ..-But/what is moſt 


eduntur,non ſame mannernttered at De/phos, 


not only in cur Age;; but eveh 


© (129) 
more contemptible. - And then-ſee how he 
; proceeds. When they arethere- * ©: 
ofe urged from this place, they "Hoc loco cm ub chr; evE 
reply, that the power of- the " naiſſe ainns vetuſtare ha Lo 
place is vaniſhed, by' reaſon of I. qr — 
the-oldneſs of ;it, in-which Py- 5,5, oficuls ederes: hui 


tbia did utter her Oracles with . aus ſalfſamento putes Wis 
a diſtyrbed mind. You ſup- evancſcunt veruſtate. Ibid, 


e certainly you ſpeak of wine 

| Poe which grows worle by age. Thus he. 
Burt if you would have the true reafon-of its 
ceafing, Nicephorwsfor me ſhall tell it _ 
Ceſar Auguſtus (faith he) be 

ing. renowned -by his - many Katong I} AuyicO- TAE 
great Aions, and being pro- TUG. dirs why; N- 
claimed the firſt Monarch, and -” » HMovagy rf Tees 
now being grown old , went to frm Sepikay Th a 3-4 * 
the Pythian Oracle : "And ha- exinires "ExaThuClu Jo 
ving ſacrificed to the Dzmon md mo IS om 
an' Hecatomb , did ask who oils £ yrs 


ſhould govern the Roman Em- - Poly 
- pire after him: But when from ET 
thence no anſwer came, he both rt o7o"Hha- 


offered a ſecond Sacrifice , and 71 78 reavg) 
-  askedithe reaſon why that Ora.. <vavdv *-7d 
cle-3- who former! ſpake ſo _— eyfiney a7 
much., was now filent, © The: 


” 
nk 


Oradle being a little filent gaye. - y-En ern 
that anſiyer to-him. The IN Aiiey $3 es 
- The Hebrew Boy that doth the 


mod axcell' ..: 2 Rs 
Bids me leaye this my, houſe ,. Fes 


(08 go to'Hell: . kD, T Kallowp. 1464004 


There« 
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ivarixoy &; Pdulw dead Therefore depart at laſt from 
Te ain Kamrroer Be- _ this my Cell. 
4299 ulpecor ilegoiidu©: f, Ceſar having bad 'rhis anſwer 


apheutong & 


* -went'to:Rome, and building in 


” - -z. the Capitol a "great Altar, lie 
mer ag Le: as words about me in 


Hilk.gccl, lib.z.cap.77- the Roman Language. 


Þ. 71 This is the Altar of the firft- 
born of God. 


This StoryS:das tells us alſo inthe word 
Anguftus ;*and Cedrenus in his Compendium 
-of Hiſtories. I confeſs 1 am not abſolutely 
_ of _ truth - thts, that is —_ 
" theſe very words were en to Auguſtus, 
-briy his particular am inclined to Bavonine 
FUND, whofe words, becauſe they will 


_ © ronduce to our underſtanding this Story,me- 


y\bilis nomiat cirari 2 maſt 


'ritour' inſerting. 'Which Story (faith he) I 
| would they ſo 'ſhould under. 
ftand , who think greater' faith 
- ſhould be given to theſe words 
than "thoſe that” out of Greek 
Authors we' repeat :| Not that 
- | any Sybill was alive in Auguſtus 
his time , "who ſhould 'teach 
him theſe things ; Becauſe" the 
Sybill' of Cimez , who' is re- 
ported: to' be the laſt of them 
arqui- all ( as Sofinw-in the eighth 
Chapter of his Hiſtory *witneſ(- 
ſeth) lived in the fiftiethOlym- 
iade," andiwas at Rome in the 
time of King'*Targuin :* _ 
-that 


b 
$)= 


631) 

thax 1 it was to be underſtood, bus conſueverunt, deceperit ; 
that thoſe yery things Au guftus Pe SR m_ 
had received from 'the Sy ybill, 7: oftents fnertas, Augullnes 


that is from the Sybilline Ver. pamgue multim fuiſſe in cog- 
fes, which in the Newry name doſebnith, prmcls, 0 - 
were wont to be repeated by 
_ en je 4 B " reps Ic. 
the S asif the t we 

have ſpoken were ſhewn him © —_ 5 
whilſt the Prophet lived. Now that Azg- 
ftus ſpent much of his time in” knowing , 
ſearching, and examining the S billine Ver- 
ſes, thoſe things which immediately before 
we haveſpoken of,do yas ſheds, Thus 
be, Concerning this diligence of Auguſtus 
about the Sybilline Verſes, 1 
many others, make uſe only of Suetonius his 
—— who in the life of Auginftu hath 


theſe After that he had 
taken upon him the High Prieſt- * ds 
hood, Lepidus being dead,which uivo Leyiqo auferre ſufffaa- 


whileſt he lived he could not x, mers demum ſu 
| endure to takeaway: Whatſo- W atidicorum Libro 
ever Books of Prothebies, whe- 74m bat ini 
"ther Greek or La zthat were 

publiſhed abroad, either with 4 
none, or very unlikely Authors, cremavir, ac ſolos retinuis $y- 
-having got together above two 

houſind he t them, 


Wo Ns vr bos 

and bd 
only: kept the Books of the 'Sy= mf ares 5 Fin 
pl , and of rhofe too choice yio, cop.z1, Somethingto this 
ing had, he hid them'in two hath 7acirw in the 


golden preſſes under the Bafis $41 ls AIG 
K 2 ot 


iis contrafta , 


- I VEE RAD Se O22; YE LOBE», nn» HE An" 7 7 A ET M7 AR. 
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of the Pillar of the Palatine Apollo. - 
JOSeS Hema = down this EIrEee, that eve- 
7, e might perceive whether he ma N 
See £ on Tad e this relation of Neoborr 
_ 4». howeverT have obtained from it what Iaim- 
-. +.-11.edat; \toſhew you the real reaſon why this 
'-- >” Oradle ceaſed.. To proceed. 
12,94 Thatthe Oracle of Daphne ceaſed we have 
ſeveral ſufficient Authorities of Eminent 
Writers, who lived after the Birth of our 
Saviour, | I will begin with the Satyriſt F#- 
' venal, who in the f1xth Satyr of his ſecond 
Book hath theſe words, which I ſhall tran 
late as near as I can reſerving the ſenſe. | 
c— £uicgquid 5 | | ——What 
Pixeris Aftrologus credems. 3-' Th. Atrologer {ayes , becauſe 
fonte relatum * | | om Hammon $ he : 
Hammon#s, quorum Delpbis O-.. Relates it, as they think, they 
racula ins : | preſent] | 
Es genus humanum damnat pjfoye. for the great Oracles 
caligo futurg. | . do We | 
» At Delphz,andare forc'd to hold their peace: 
Thus Mankind is depriv'd of joyful light, 
And ſtands condemn'd to a perpetual night. 
What Fuvenal faith of the. famous Ora- 
cle at Delphis, Lucan ſpeaks of all the Gods 
in the general. 
The Gods by whonr this Em- 
pire ſtood alone 
Have left their: Temples, and 
© from hence are gone, 
. 1, Celſs the Epicure confeſſeth, 
that the Qracles of Claros, Delphos, and De- 


donea 


E adyte (acriſ- 
iſs! = nk ſacri({- 


« j 
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done: are ceaſed. - Fulian the Apoſtate faith 
as much fori#gypt: And S. Auſtin in his 
ninetcenth' Book de Civitate Dez, -giyes us out 
of : Porphyr3the anſwer of an Oracle, which 
though: not- then: ceaſed, yet ſecms to inti- 
matethe-laſting'of .it not to be long. For 
(faichy Porpbyry):40-ont- acking :|- 7 - | -- 
the Oracle by. _ what - Inzerrogauti inquit quem De= 
God he might call back his wife , ** plcando revocare poſſit ux- 
from Chriſtianity; Apollo gave RN 2 cn way > 
this 'anſwer. By chance you; (ue, pore? magke poreris in 
may more eaſily write letters | aqua impreſſir liter ſcribere, 
In waters, or ftretching out thy: «s. inflevs pennas leves per 
wings flye as a bird through the. 478 # av volere, quam ſew — 
air 5 then to call back the ſenſe mel enſum Wb. 19 Ch. # \ 
of thy wickedand once polli- ny; Capay, "Oe 0 pn | 
red wife, 17 0G | | 

Theſe words are worth our noting, they 
are,as S. Auſtin ſays, in Porphyry's Book - Ilee? 
V26nozicy qrnoomgiay*, And what a ſad-conditi- 
on muſt the Devil-that gave that anſwer ſup- 
poſe hirnſelf to be brought to, when: he fays 
it.is impoſſible to bring back to-Heatheniſme 
one Chriſtian ' woman 2 He cuald not but 
imagine his Dominion ſhort , that; was not 
ableto give a berter ſatisfatian to one of his 
worſhippers, then that it was out'of the pow- 
er'of the Gads,- or rather Devils,.to7 bring 
about a Chriſtian to Idolatry..;- And certain- 
ly the ruine and decay -of this Oracle could 
hot but be obvibus to -the Ki 6 of; Porphyry 
from this very anſwer, by which he might 
ſee the God that gave it ſaw his condition 

K 3 deſperate, 


( 0. 
deſperate; arid without remedy, 

Plutarch hath written a whole Book of 
the cauſe why the Oraclez ceaſed, and be« 
de eeing wws e& 1 have in 
hand, I ſhall con the Con» 
tents of the ole Book. The fum of this 
whole Book ſeems to be a conference between 


Sa 5 5oipety Cleombrotus', which they en- 


| when they were at the Temple of 
NO, it Delphos : dogg, Sotrget yr 
cd. awonder of the Thus rs of F 
ezor, moved thereb 
2tion ; and after om Lk 
k 'to the rtiaiti poi , why 
a __ Gree (rcp ing that on- 
y . 'which derhand 
Planetiades aL re Philoſopher there an- 
ſivered #' That the wickedneſs of men was 
the catiſe of it : Ammimills another Philoſo- 
pher attributeth all unto the Wars which had 
mo _ _ Parr wanted tiſedl to re- 
; ias ore 
on, and - Bing? 3 eyana another > 
fall into a Diſcourſe touching D2mons, whom 
he verfly ranketh berweeti God and men, 
4 of their nature according ro the 
Greek: rays Then he proveth that 
the charge of Oracles, 


Fong rr they departed out of one 


mig py: or dyed, they' ceaſed. 
ke telleth us a notable 
EC SLE Pan. Ammonilis 


the Epicureans that ſay there are no 
Demons. 


@ 


. - 0833) 
Damon Demettius dernands _ they have 
is power to. govern Oracles, and they all 
agree with the Platonick Philoſophy of the 
things thatare offected by reaſon, and parti- 
cularly of Divination and Pradidtion.In fine, 
Platarch attributeth-all to Exhalations from 
the Farth, which. breathing uuchathta 
the underſtanding of men with! fuch 
25 tO cauſe them to foreſee future things:That 
-as ſome nds are more fertile, fo ſome 
places of the Earth donaturally ingender and 
incite Enthufiaſtick and divining Spirits; and 
that this power is divine, but not eternal or 
perdurable, but by proceſs and fucreſfion of 
time doth diminiſh and decay; and that this 
number of Spirits arenotat once ingen=- 
, neither proceed they forward'or retire 
ward continually ; but that this vertue 
of the. Earth moveth by certain Reyolutions, 
and by that means'is puffed up, and aficr | 
that in time-it hath gathered new. yapours it 
filleth the caves and holes fo full,” until they 
diſcharge themſelves, and fend thery up 
gain: Whereupon it cometh to paſs, that the 
Enbalations ſtirred in the faid Caves, 
defirousto ifſue forth, after that they have 
been beaten back again, violently affail the 
Foundatians, and ſtirre the Temples built 
upon them, in ſiich ſort as if being ſhaken 
by Earth-quakes, more or leſs tg one place 
then another, according tothe avertures and 
{qpatſiges made fr die Wake dx 
4 ue 


. 


2 


{ 

iffue through the ſtreights;} break forth with 
forcible violence, and ſo produce theſe Ora- 
cles. This is the Contents of this Diſcourſe ; 
and I judged.it moſt convenient-to give: you 
the Heads of 4 all, that as you may ſee on 
one hand we thave him confeſfing, That- all 
the Oracles of Greece (excepting that of Le- 


badia) were.ceaſed ; ſo on' the- other hand 
we may: fee how pe y the reaſons of this 
great.Philoſapher are for: their- ceaſing, and 
making theſe gods mortal, who were thoſe 
they worſhipped, how contemptible their 
whole Religion was. But becauſe the- ſtory 
of this death of / Par here- related, carries-in 


#* it (elf 'aparticular relation'bf che deſtrution 

of their e ſreareh Deity, I ſhall here repeat'it 

;:0ut of - the: Anthour, Concern 

Ti%et ox davdry WF 1 TISTav ng the death-of the Genioſes, 
£X£x.02 Aooov avd s% «- I have heard: the' relation of 4 


Peg ub andtor©-* 'Arr: an neither ſmaple'nior vapour- 
PIMEEVS » Pio » y- P 


ing: For' ir was Epitherfis tlie 
hn io Tierkg, Tu gow Father of Aimnlianus the Rhe- 
Tus oy MfifarGr Nappa torician, whom ſome of you 
Tixay ' «7 tpn moreahy- | koew, he was m .Fellow- Ci- 
wy tg TTanay dnfblics p = and a T r. of Grani- 


5 wang: Fs ® 5:9 | a "He faich, tha intending 


eOX0f Gil into 7 
'Earkpa; NN, _ hats 73/'g-*.tOlail into Traly, and to that 
Yyivdadas yno's Smopliver purpoſe aſcending, into a Ship 


7 vdiene os pau, oo {that carried in it much Mee- 
TAioo 
TidFty Cee dliGa Fs chandize and many paſſengers; 


! $4, that abour-eyening; when they 
phe gel , were near-:the- Iſlands EKchina- 
71 F nv TvCeprirns i: 3. 4s, the wind went down, and 


a (137) 
the Ship was carried near about 
the Iſland Paxos, and there 
they heard one. calling aloud 
Thamous , "that all admired. 
Now this  Thamous . was an 
Mgyptian Ship-maſter, and not 
k name ro many of 

thoſe that failed with him: Be- 

ing twice called he held his 
peace, but the third time an- 
fwered the Caller , who then 
ſpake theſe continued , words. 
When thou comeſt over' againſt 
the Palodes, declare that the 
great god Pan is dead; Thoſe 
things'being heard-, Epitherſis 
reports, thar they were afraid, 
and did reaſon amoneſt them- 
felves whether they had. better 
ebey this. command, or with- 
out any curioſity do otherwiſe 

'but 'that Thamons did deter- 

mine, that if there was wind 

would fail quietly. by, but 
there wasa gre: 

thacplace, that't 

-publiſh what he 


calm about 
hen he, would 
| he heard.” When 
*therefdre- they. carte,” over *a=. 
painft the Palodex,, and there. 
, being no wirid, rig | 
os 119 the Prow 
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e Ship fd © 


- fake" towards the Taritd what *n! 
heha@ heard, that the great -god P27 was 
ae dead : 


(138) 
dead : Which when hehad done, he further 
rts., that there was a great groaning, 
mixed with admiration. Which things, , 
there being many ent , did ſuddenly 


foread at Rome Thamous was for 
D Tobin Ceſ2r who believed this relhen | 


more witneſſes of this matter of fat, which 
indeed is in it ſelf ſtrange, and affords us to 
what I have formerly ſaid , the Devils Teſti» 
mony, that he was overcome , and that all 
Idolatry muſt be deftroyed. But if to this 
we , That this ha , 48 Baronius 


Ad annum 24 {ol}; me, in the eighteenth year of Tyberiac 


_ Ctriſki, p. OT; 


ar, Which was the very year our Saviour 
ſaffered , which we may find by Ex- 
ſebixs m his ninth Chapter of his fifth Book 
de Preparatione Evangelica , we have great 
reaſon to ſuppoſe this happened juſt at the 
time of our Saviours Crucifhxioh, who as in 
his life he . caſt them out, and made them 
tremble, fo ot his death he overcame and 
em. | 
I might adde to this of the failing of Ora- 


cles, the decay of their Idols T 3. and 
Seas, which we ſhall find every w fal- 
ling down, or-miraculouſly burnt, or, what 


not ſpeak, by reaſon.o-the bones of the Mar- 
tyr Bebylas ; it is not out of ble ploce, {50 
| , Chrya 
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St Chryſoftoms Amhor which there I uſed, 
We « jon of that Tem- 


ian. Rag (faith he) 


I ſhew unto you Lig 
e confeſled 

an had removed foto, 
Yom Dapbner, ey = 
modeſt 
that which 
Temple of D: 
ger of the Gods for the remo- 
ving of the bones ; others, whe- #* 
ther ſecretly or no , fired the 
FN eee hari 
ſf le to aftor 

your people much pleaſure, and 
as yet by your Senate is not ta- 
ken notice of. But it was evi- 
dent to me before the fire, that 
God had left this Temple ; for 
the Statue, when I firſt enter:d 
in, ſhewed asmuch to me ; - and 
to.thoſe that believe not this i 
call the great Sun to witneſs it. 
How frivolous Falians accuſa- 


ed to the 


you attributed ETC 


>] to the an- 


Ov a 
_ he Unig oy Acre 
ax]nxom Ty yExpr, ps Th- 
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tion of the Chriſtians for burning this Tem. 


pleis, Saco potent e 
narrowly looked Ls 


WARO WCETE toOO 
t had they done 


any ſuch thing, to have paſſed uripuniſhed : 
-And withal, how comentridls doch Fulian 
make his Gods, that they are not able to pro- 


ſturbance from 


- + able to prevent di- 
Martyrs bones,nor to 


ewe ey ne of fire. 
To this of the derution of theif Teta- 


ples, 
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ples, comes next to be handled the confeſſion 
of the Devils ; but this T have handled large- 
ly in another place ; only give me leave to 
2 .adde the ſtory of Apollonias Tyanew , which 
..--.;, x: becauſe 1 find he is by ſore Heathens magni- 
.::- fied fo. high, as to be ſet in oppoſition to 
_. Chriſt, 1s not unworthy our conſideration ; 
-** and wefhall ſee his end juſt like the reſt; the 
FROM "=p Devil that ſpake in his Statue was forced 
y a Chriſtian to confeſs himſelf a' Devil. 1 
{hall tell you the chief of his Miracles, which 
Philoftratus in his life reporteth : He is faid to 
haveraiſed Hercules Ghoſt; to have raiſed.a 
wench, almoſt dead, to life; and to have 
worna Ring madeby the Conſtellations. The 
vanity of the laſt declares the falſneſs of it: 
The ſecond is far from a Miracle, fince 'P/z.. 
Iiſtratus dares not avow the maid quite dead: 
And the firſt is no more than what many Sor- 
cerers have done, and all pretend to be able 
JED to do, Fuſtin Martyr in his 
O2ag7]us apes Y ave Qneſtions and Anſwers to the 
Ouvgas xz puay x, Ingioy £71 Orthodox, moves this of Apol- 
" — wr png 1924 lonivs, and ſers you down ſome 
Sue of his chief Miracles,and axketh 
the Queſtion'why God ſuffered 
him to do' them. The tricks of Apollonius 
do forbid the violence of the Seas, the force 
-of the 'Winds', the incurfion of Mice and 
-wild Beaſts; Unto which this Learned Fa- 
ther gives this Anſwer z That in all the effeQts 
By dw401 Toi; Slenigue- thathe brought'to paſs, he al- 
or iSendn This my &fnder ways wanted” matter to work 
Gy AGv ag Nin$04, ' Ol 


a 
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on. - He was, it ſeems, a_ very great Na- 
turalliſt , and-knew many ſecrets of Na- 
rure,, which he learnt from the Magici- 
ans; and fo it is no wonder it by Con- 


2 


Juration he did ſome ſtrange things, . 
which might perſwade ſome they were real 
Miracles, when the knowing of the rea- 
ſon of them would appear far otherwiſe. But 
ſee how this Father-proceeds ; The Lord did 


not hinder theſe works of his, 
becauſe, according to bodily 


knowledge, they were worked . 


for the good of man ; but he 
ſilenced that Devil which was 
in his Statue, who by his Ora- 
cles did deceive men,to worſhip 
and reverence Apollonius as a 
God,and deſtroyed his Oracles; 
nay, Apollonixs lived himſelf to 
ſee his Statues deſtroyed , the 


teyanay dylpouray 1x ayth 
Tgt{4y 6 Kupr©-. "Auſſiy H8 
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Temple dedicated to him burnt, infomuch 


that his book which he writof his conſulta. 


tions with the Devils at the Den of. Tropboni- 

#, are periſhed with him, andall the Cere- 
monies of that Cave, as Du Pleſſir tells me. 
But allow this, Apollonixs did great things, 

as much as it was poſlible for Art or Nature to-- - 
reach unto ;. hath not. Chriſtianity now quite .; +. . - + 
baffled him, and made his Magick as well 

as himſelf contemptible 2 Is nut'his name 
buried in oblivion 2 and, to thoſe that by 
chance hear of.him, ,what other tepuration 
hath he left behind .him, but that he was n 


Sorcerer and a Magician ? 


To 


pl, <ndy gr 


4 > Ordo Ber... 


mar na 
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S. Aug,To.3. linws his Letter to St Auſtin, _—_ 
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To this I have ſaid of ' Apollonirs, it is but 
' equal I ſhould add ſomething of Apuleins, 
who find by the Heathens was ſer up in Op= | 
ition toChriſt, as may appear by Marcel. 


oyns them 

Bp.4: both together, as an obje&tion made by the 
Heathens againſt the Authority of our Savi- 

ours Miracles: Now mark how St Auftin in 

the next way > anſwers wk W ho 

- ewes not think thoſe perſons 
her brnqant yo . w worthy of laughter , becauſe 
Apulcium,: cateroſque Magi- they endeavour to confer, nay, 
| rifſmer to prefer Apollonius, and Aſu- 
an leits, and other skilful Magici- 
ans, with Chriſt, although that 
MOore tolerably 4s to be born, 
when they confer choſe to himi, 
than-their Gods, 


ds, For it is to- 
ftuprorum be confeſſed;that Apollonius was 
Kine os IN the Author 
P 2, and Ator of ſo many whore« 
ae) A0Ogs doms ,” which they themſelves 


| ſam, mart jrdemngy-t 1 name Fupiter eo be. {4 but, 


raien, quaifte fay they , theſe things are fabu- 
Pare Fre coin, os ous, They do chro com: 
ewluts, verum etiom [op -nog menda luxurious,licentious,and F 
#ris (pefianda propoſuis.. Aug. 2 (acrilegious happineſs of a 
9.70.2, Ep.s. b Common-wealth ; which ho- 
. -._  ..... neſt*aQions of the God Apol- 
Jonixs bath feigned , arid did not only put 
tliemito be heard in Fables, but propoſed 
theni to-be-feen in the "Theaters, And as 
eouching .x{puleixs his works ; ſor what thi 

k 4- 


Ot Ore NR OT" WIWY On. ” V1 6 


ſedburprofeſſed them, blaming Þaberi mirands & demnands 


"partly tumbled down without 


" not from -refifting 'but dying 
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Father faich in his Eighth Book de Civitate 


Dei; Was not this Aprlerus ac- "IS , 
cuſed before Chriſtian Judges Ph, Ho, anna 4s 
of his Magick Arts? And al- & Artibus accuſaru ft ? 
though this was of every fide - Quar wique fibi vbjettas, þ 
objefed unto him, if he had #vine@* pr oe novers 
known they had been divine, © 

and holy, and agreeable to the gee on 


-works of divine powers , he profteri leges culpans potivis 


ought not only to have confeſ- grate bec probiberentur, que 


rather the Laws by which theſe —_ — m "9 
things were forbidden and con- __ 
demned , which ought to be admired and 


adored, 


Theſe were the moſt confiderable oppo. 
fites our Saviour had ; and ſee how lamely 
they come off in all their undertakings, I 
know nothing ſo fit to end this branch with 
as that ſaying which 'St. Aſtin affords me in 


his 47 Epiſtle to the Medaureneſs, Ye ſee 


(faith he) the Idols Temples ,;..;. a Guntachrenat 


refaration, partly fhut, part! eos mf ped = ypc 
I ne 4, partim di 
Sum ed mn er ts tim clarſe, pertim in fas ats- 


- the Idols themſelves either to be 97 <0mmutate, .ipſeque Jfounls- 


broke, burnt; ſhut up, or de- Fon rk » pelincend, 


ſtroyed ; and the very Powers hf 5, 65g 
of this Age , win ſometime Apa þ -. que 


proſecuted the Chriſtians for. #mThbri 


quf 
Idols, overcome and tamed, rpg nant ſe unde 
Chriftians , -and-againſt thoſe ent Frcs Hrs \ fro quitus 


very 


OD” DOES 


\ Imperiz no 


- ey < erin eo Rn oa > OMG ae Gate. es Poe I” 
_ = þ » 
. 
. 
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ienos occldebant , impe- very Idols for} whom they {lew 


| mi pi: og . the Chriſtians, to, have turned 
nth Perl ſub Di«- moſt Eminent head of this moſt 


epulcbrum *vcir forcesand Laws ; and the 


demate ſupplicare, Ep. 42. To, Noble Empire, laying down his 


2. itſOp. Avg. 


Diadem, praying at the Sepu!- 

43 aareot por the Fiſher. Nh 

much ſor the deſtruftion of Idolatry. | 
2,' The ſecond is but a conſequent of the 
firſt, The Conqueſt of the world to the Name 
of Jeſus. And is it nota Miracle, That Ty- 
berixs (in whoſe Reign our , Saviour both 


Thus 


- preached and ſuffered)was the firſt Emperour 


8ent.r .1i.2.cap, 
I5f42.683. 


Ap0.c.5. 


that refuſed to have Prieſts or Temples dedi- 
cated tohim, asthe Centuriators of Magde- 


 burgh well obſerve ? Nero was the firſt Empe- 


rour that perſecuted Chriſtianity, which, as 
Tertullian ſaith, had it not: been ſome ver 

great good, he would not have done it. All 
the good Emperours favoured it'; Veſpaſian , 
Adrian, Trajan, Anthonythe.meek,had Chriſt 
in great eſteem, Tiberizs, as I faid before, 


' would have had the Senate allowed him for a 


Chriſto Temylum facere volnit, 
exmque inter Deos recipere, 


God. Alexander-Mameeus as Xlius Lampri- 
dis tells me, would have made 
a Temole to Chriſt, and recei- 
ved him amoneſt the Gods, 


wed & Hadrianus cogizeſſe Which thing Hadrian is re 2ort- 
ferua qui Templa in omnibus ed to have thought on , who 


Civitatibus 
juſfs feri; 


non h 


cuntar Hadriani 


fne fimulachris commanded 


nulachr that Temples 
& bodie idcirca ſhould be built in all Cities 


que jlle a M without Images, which Tem- 


paraſſe dicebatur : Sed probi=. ples are to this day called Hz- 


drians, 


WH ! — 9 
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driaris , becauſe they' have no bittweſt ab i# qui conſulente? 


gods in:them ;' whi 
ported 'to have done to this 
end , but he was hindred from 
thoſe who conſulting the Ora- 


_veniſſct, &' Te 


5 re.  ſacyty repeterant *omies Chri- 
he 13 TrC | ſtianos f 


» Þ id optars e- 
empla” reliqus 


deſerenda. Alii Lam, Cap.43. 


cles brought this news back, that all they 
would become . Chriſtians, if this: happened 
according to wiſh $" and that all'other Tem« 
ples would be forſaken. In Fuſtin Martyrs 
time,: which was but 150 yearsaftee Chriſt, 
Chriſtianity bad fo'great a Conqueſt,” that he 
faith;:There is no Nation of *. 


men, whether they be Barbari. 
ans; 'or Grecians, or of what- 
ſoever. other name be cal- 
led, whether -* Amaxobii , or 
thoſe that want houſes, or thoſe 
that dwell with their Cattel in 
Tents, in which Prayers and 
Thankſgivings are not read to 
the Father and Maker of all 
things , through the name of 
Jeſus that was crucified. 

. Trenews lived but a little af- 
ter -7#ſtin, and ſee what a pro» 
grels Chriſtianity '.had . in his 
time. Although, 


Languages in the world be dif- 
ferent, yet the force of Tradi- 
tion 18 one and the ſame: Nei- 
ther do the Churches that arc 
_ conſticuted in- Germany believe 
or deliver other ways, m_ thoſe 


(faith he) the \ 
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* So rendred by $71shurg ins 5 
bur tbe word properly /Ggnifies 


thoſe le , that "changing 
their Houſes often; did it in 
Carts, | 


Vuimvk enim diſſimilia ſunt 
Pome genera li ſ » 
und tamen cademque eft oi Tra- 
dirfons : Nec qua" conftitute 
fun In Germania Ectleſia ali- 
"#ir credunt aut #radunt, nec 
"que"'yr" Hiſpanis ;" nee que i 
m 


IG 


+7... _ 
tefſible, but fubducd to Chriſt, me ninw ? In quis 
and of the Sartnate;; of the Da- bus omnibus | Chriſti no- 
id en rg ren joe ee gram emnen Crude: 
, and ot many Larue 
den Nations,” ahd many Iflands mile nol png 
emknown to us, and which we fere ferrea ſunt comminuta & 
are lefs able to- repeat ? In all Ins aons, death 
which places the name of Chrift J** 27: 
who is now come doth reign; as before whom 
. al the gates of every City arc' oxen, and to 
whom tiorie are, ſhut; before whom Iron 
bars are broken, and braſs Gates are open. 
To this Jet rhe adde what Fxiian the Apo- 
to 
Z 


ſtate, -after all his attempts; and d 
ruine Chriſttanity, rg rote: go ; 
That Chriſt had overcome hirn : For being 
ſlain by an Arrow that none could gueſs from 
whence fe: came : They report . 

(faith Theodore!) That he_re« "Exiivey of 
ceiving the wound, did preſets 7h 

ly fill his hand with his b __" 
—_ that blood itito the ; 
air, ſaid ; * 7 
me, Galikzan. 
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.--,great and- wiſe -men of the world, but ſelf- 
intereſt, the loſs of friends, enjoyments, eye- 
ry thing : Andif to this we adde; the ſpeed 
of the Conqueſt, we muſt of -neceſlity ac- 
knowledge. it 'was the finger. of God. that 
crowned ſuch _contemptible means with fo 
great ſucceſs, :and gave ſo great a Victory be- 
yond any humane apprehenſion, 

I cannot here ſhut up my Argument frcm 
Miracles, till I have given you from two con- 
fiderable Heathens ſome account of their - 
Miracles, I have ſhewed you what ' Apolloni- 
*# and Apnleius were ; I ſhall here. only tell 
you what Valerius Maximws, a fober Roman 
Writer, faith of them,in a particular Chapter 


Nec me preterit, de motu &- 
voce Deorum Immortalium,hu- 
mani ocult auribuſque percep- 
#9, quam in ancipiti opinione 
eſt imatio verſatur,ſed quia non 
nova dicuntur, ſed tradita re« 
petuntur, fidem autores vindi- 
cent, Noftrum eft inclytd li: 
tcrarum monuments conſerua- 
24, perinde ac vana non refugi(- 
fe. Val.Max. Lib.7. Cap.8. 


of : that Subje&. Neither am 1 
ignorant concerning the motion 
and voice © of the Immortal 
gods, perceived by ' humane 
eyes and ears, in how ancipi- 
tous an opinion the eſtimation 
was verſed ; but becauſe they 
are not told as new, but repeat- 
ed as delivered, let the Authors 
cf 'them vindicate their truth. ' 
It is our work,not to ſhun thoſe 


things which are preſerved in the famous 
Monuments of Learning, no nor thoſe things 
that are in themſelves but vain. And what 
Valeris ſaith in general, Livy ſpeaks of in 


| Prodigia es ano mults ay. 15 time. Miracles, (Gith he) 
. wuntiae ſunt, gue quo mazit many that year , Were told 3 


' redebaws fimplices, @ religi« which the more fimple and re- 


ligious 
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ligious men believed them, by of homines , eo etiam p/urs 
ſo! much more they were told; *###abantur," Lib.24. Ca.10. 
And this ſhall ſerve me inſtead of: anſwering 
all thoſe Hearheri Miracles, which-the Fathers 
every -whete ih; their Apologies bave done ; 
bur. 'the: decay ! of cheir' Do&rine” hath ſuf< 
ficiently confuted ther Religion, and their 
Miracles have | vaniſhed with: their Faith; 
and ' the  only':way to revive. their follics, 
is to | think them,” worthy of / repetition. 
Thus much. for my ſecond. Argument of 
Miracles ; which confirms Chriſt to be the 
only Law-gjver ;, | and encreaſed the Chri- 
ſtian Faith. WH 
/- 3. The third andlaſt is the holy lives and 
and wogderfull ſufferings of Chriftians,which 
I only preſs as an Argument, that in the firſt 
times adorned the Chriſtian: Faith. ' And of. 
this briefly. For their lives, we need not que- 
{tion the holineſs of: them, if- we find them 
anſwerable to their Dof@rine 5 which that 
they then obſerved, Lwx6ian can inform. us. 
For when (faith he. they once + 
have gone aſide, they deny the; *Egvdev ara2t mggCarTe; 
Gentile Gods, þ2y worſhip that $455 49  76v , Bankezes 
crucified deceiver of them, and pune rad ent 
liveaccording to his Laws. And: 97 rerumim, x; x7! 763 
Falian the Apdſtate, writing | 24ews vous G15. Lucian, 
to Arſacius Pontifex' of Galatia, de morte Peregrini. 
doth propoſe: the Examples of  _ 
- Chriſtians for him to imitate, afſifring him 
the holineſs of their lives didincreafe their 
Religion. His words are theſe z Do not we 
MY ſee 
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- {ve wharitis that chiefly 
, creaſed this Atheiſm, vor bs. 


bn oeuperys x7! T 
u; Ep.44- 


That they were charitable to 
' eodeadbodies, and in their life, to or 
appearance , unblamable. Burt a lictle after 
he tells this Avſacine ſpeaking of the inhu- 
manity of che Gentiles, That it wasa ſhame- 
full thing to be ſo, whennoneof 
Aigely 3B 417 a8 "Ivd\clur "the Jews beg, and the curſed 
if 5 pup ur Galileans donot only feed their 
art 
Foe inte pon bmour azar in war 
4: a much more, but this is ſufficient. 
| For their ſufferings, never was maxime fo 
true as that, Szngusis Martyram Semen Eecle- 
fie ; The bluot of the Martzrs was the Seed of 
the Church. 
: 2b To _—_— m—_O_ miraculous fuf- 
| obo cre to repeat their ancient Martyro- 
logies, and to ſtretch the bounds of this dif- 
courle to ay endleſs length: IT ſhall therefore 
*- * only inkt.upon one particular, wherein the 
Chriftians in their fufrings have exceeded 
all other ſufferers , that is, in their offering 
theraſthft to fufftr, We thall find many 
examples of men who were fo obſtinate to 
their opinions, that they have choſen o_ 
rather 


& 


» 
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rather than a recantation of their errours; 
but yet I never heard of any that went fo far, 
as in defence of an errour eo offer himſelf to 
faffer; and this the Chriſtians did , if we 
will believe Fu{ian the Apoſtate, who in his 
of Aden _ = —_— 
ny or 0 = OUT "To ay oi of @ "A 
do perfirade, That death isto w/v $f hoy drone. 
be deſired, becauſe they think Ta: Idvaroy, os erar]nou- 
to fly to heaven, when men vi- ns ge Jews bras 
. wa 8X4 
_— tear their Souls from *- # \Arog.in priaciple. 
Now this offering themſelves to be Martyrs 
was not done by a few, and thoſe the moſt 
eminent Chriſtians, but by people of all ſorts 
| ey — age pog po rr Ir to 
2, ing 0 cruelty of Arrius 
cr, in Mie; If it pleaſed 
= _ be "__ o_ js Car. ay - placueri _ Age <—ix 
tbage alſo, wilt thou do {# J4667 4c Fanry mr 
concerning ſo many thouſands beminu tr ik \ A 7y mary 
—_ and _—_ wk p , offerentibus (e tibi 2 
K, Every age, and cvery alg» Ad Scapulamcap.4. 
nity that will offer themſelves 
unto thee ? Nay, to omit more, this volunta- 
ry Martyrdome did fo encreaſe , that the 
Church was forced by her Canons to forbid 
it, in charity to her. Children, I ſhall noc 
produce you many, becauſe this diſcourſe al. 
ready hath exceeded my intended bounds , 
but I ſhall conclude the whole with that ex- 
cellent anſwer S, Cyprian gave Panterws the 
Proconful to his demand of the names of the 
L 4 Presbyters, 


(1592) , 


Presbyters, as well - 4 Biſhops in that Ci- 


ty. Eon 'our dif. 

Cum diſcipling probibeat #e cipline forbids us vo luntarily to 

-_ ar he Boas, our ſelves,” and this very 

A 3 

Cofionl ſe ip poſſun, ſel thing 77, diſpleaſe thy own 

2 te exquiſiti invenicnir Aft. Decree, cannot offer them- 

Mart Edit. Pamclio, ſelves; ; but ſought by thee 
7 IE; will ally be found, 


